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MATTERS ARISING FROM THU FOURTEKNTH SESSION

OF THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION

The Statistical Commission held its fourteenth session at the Palais

V des Nations, Geneva, from 10 to 20 October 1966. The substantive part of

the Commission's report (E/4283) is divided into the following chapters;

integrated work pro-ramme of international statistics, including areas and

problems of co-ordination (paras. 7-35)5 national accounts and balances

(paras. 36-72); 1970 World Population and Housing Census Programmes

(paras. 73-86). While the various deliberations of the Commission are of

interest to the Conference of African Statisticians, this document is

designed to highlight those aspects of the discussions which are of special

relevance to the' Conference.

The Commission examined the report of the Inter-Agency Meeting on

Statistical Activities (E/CffiT.3/350), held in Geneva in July 1966. On

recommendation of the Commission, the Economic and Social Council on 1 June

1967 passed resolution 1214* (XLII) on "statistical co-ordination" which!

"Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the specialized

agencies, to prepare a report for consideration by the proposed jjfc the

Inter-Agency Meeting^' inter-agency co-ordinating committee on statistical

activities, and thereafter by the Statistical Commission at its fifteenth

session, on the important interrelated fields of statistics for which world

standards are desirable and on the practical methods by which the Statistical

Commission could review and make recommendations on proposed statistical

standards in these interrelated fields prior to their recognition as world

standards".

Tke proposed committee, set up as the Administrative Committee on Co

ordination's Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities, is scheduled to hold

its first meeting in Rome in July 1967.

The Commission discussed the statistical programme of the United

Nations and the specialized agencies on the basis of a report entitled

"Integrated Five-Year Programme of International Statistics" (tf/CN.3/35l),
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which contained inter' alia information on the programme of work

planned in Africa. nhe Commission considered that the document made a •

useful contribution to its work and facilitated its examination of problems i

of co-ordination and asked that similar reports be prepared for future

sessions. The need for adequate training facilities in the developing

countries was emphasized and note was taken of the proposal to establish

facilities for training statisticians for government service in Africa.

It was suggested that in the field of electronic data processing considerat

ion might have to be given to establishing a training centre at which

officers from the developing countries could receive suitable training and

demonstrations of recent applications of data processing in statistics.

The Commission considered a "Progress Report on the International

Trade Statistics Centre and Steps being Taken to Avoid Duplication of

Requests to Governments for Statistical Data by International Organizations"

(B/CN.3353) and commended the foresight and initiative of the Secretariat

for its work in this field, which responded to the growing demand for world

trade data, both at the international and at the national level.

The Commission considered a report on the "Relationship Between

Population and Agricultural Censuses" (E/Gff.3/352), prepared by the

Statistical Office of the United.Nations and the Statistics Division of

FAO. The Commission considered that conceptual differences between the

two types of censuses when they were designed to meet different analytical

needs were unavoidable, but that every effort should be made to avoid

different concepts of the agricultural population so as to further efficient

utilization of all available census resources. The consensus was that it

should not recommend taking the two types of censuses simultaneously for

linking purposes only. The Commission agreed that conceptual differences

do not affect the most important present relationship between the two

censuses, which is the use of the enumeration districts, household lists

and other population census material and data in the planning and conduct

of a subsequent agricultural census.
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The Commission considered a report on "Classification by Broad

Economic Categories" (E/Qff.3/341) of imports and exports into fifteen

categories which were intended to provide a summary view of world and

regional trade. The Commission asked that the Classification "be revised

in the light of the Commission's discussion and then circulated to countries

for comment.

The Commission considered the extension and revision of the System

of National Accounts (SNA) on the "basis of "Proposals for Revising the SNA,

1952" (E/CN,3/345) as well as of other documents (E/CN.3/346, Part II, and

E/CEf.3/345/Add. l). The Commission considered that the adaptation of the

full version of the proposed SNA which has been formulated for the purposes

of the developing countries provides suitable goals for the evolution of

national accounting and co-ordinated series of basic statistics in these

countries.

The Commission considered the subject of national and sector balance-

sheet accounts which were integrated into the revised SNA, based on documents

E/CN.3/347, E/CN.3/346 and ST/STAT/12. It also discussed income distribution

statistics, based on documents E/CN.3/348, E/CN.3/346 and ST/STAT/13.

Emphasis was laid on the usefulness of distributions of expenditure and on

distributions of per capita income and per capita expenditure where the

size of households varied greatly. It was pointed out that particularly

for the developing countries the data on private consumption expenditure

obtained from SNA could be analysed into significant distributions.

The Commission discussed the progress made in relating SNA and MPS

(Material Product System), based on document E/CN.3/349- The Commission

was informed of the interest of developing countries in the .work being

done in respect of the links between the two systems. It was agreed that

at an appropriate stage of the work, a study should be undertaken of the

relationship between the revised SNA and the MPS in respect of the

production accounts and their supporting tables, as adapted to the needs of

developing countries.
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The Commission considered the "Principles and Recommendations for a

Population Census" (e/CN-3/342) and the "Principles and Recommendations for

a Housing Census" (e/CN* 3/343) s as well as a. report of the Expert Group to

Review the Draft Recommendations for the 1970 Population and Housing

Censuses (e/CN.3/344). The Commission was informed of the continuing close

co-operation with the regional economic commissions and with the Inter

American Statistical Institute, which had resulted in a reflection of

regional needs in the world-wide draft recommendations. The Commission

adopted "both sets of principles, as modified by the Commission's discussion.

It emphasized the important contributions that they would make to the

improvement of the collection, collation, analysis and dissemination of

statistical information required to chart the progress made towards achieving

the objectives of the United Nations Development Decade. On recommendation

of the Commission, the Economic and Social Council on 1 June I967 passed

resolution 1215 (XLII) which:

"Requests the Secretary-General to publish his reports entitled

"Principles and Recommendations for a Population Census" and "Principles

and Recommendations for a Housing Census", as modified, and to distribute

copies to States Members of the United Nations, to States members of the

specialized agencies, to appropriate regional bodies and to specialized

agencies;

"Further requests the Secretary-General to give assistance to

G-overnmehts in the implementation of these principles and recommendations

"by mobilizing all available resources to help in the very large task of

meeting the needs of countries in this area, and by the revision of the

Handbook of Population Census Methods, the preparation of a handbook of

housing census methods, the preparation of a technical manual on methods

of evaluating population and housing census results, and the provision of

technical advice and fellowships under the United Nations Development

Programme."




