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~REPORT ON THE CARTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES IN °
-. " THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ETHIOPIA*

-Submitted by The Imperial Ethiopian Government

The Geological Survey of Ethiopia was set up in November 1968 under the.
Ministry of Mines. The technical functions and general policies of the
Geological Survey was '"t6 survey and map geologically the whole of the
Empire and to undertake-exploration and to publish regional geological maps
and reports;- maps and reports on detailed investigations of mineral occurren-
ces", Geological maps:like. topographic maps, have multiple uses, Not only
do they form the basis .for geological mapping, but they are necessary in
tuilding and construction and for the use of agronomists, foresters, urban
plenners, conservationists and other specialists concerned with environmental
control, With this object in mind a start was made by the Ministry to set
up a Cartographic Section.

Prior $0 1968: the Section was run by five draftsmen who were only under-
taking routine tracing jobs, equipment was limited, both in modern equipment
and drafting materials, The draftsmen were given ‘somé baSic'training in
elementary cartography and photogrammetry at the Mapping and Geography Insti-
tute, No proper record of maps or filing system existed,; but some large
volume of work was done. '

Creation of the geodlogical survéy in November 19¢8, Through the United States
Agency for International Development a Cartographer from the United States
Geological Survey was seconded in December 1968 for a period of 18 months

to set up a Cartographic Section together with the appointment of an experien-
ced Chief Cartographer by the Ministry of Mines in early February 1969, The
task for these two was formidable. Through the aid of the United Nations
Development Programme in Ethiopia (United Nations Mineral Survey in Two
Selected Areas) with equipment and modern materials donated by the United States

~

¥ By the Geological Survey of Ethiopia .
M72-1964
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