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1. This report, ;re .erved in resjonse to a recuest Lv the Sconomic and
Cocial Council in resoclution 17¢L/4vy, 1s being presernted both to the ECA
Conference of lL.inisters at its thirteenth meetins i April 1907 and to
the Comwittee on llaturel Tesources at its tenth session in Nev York from

,

5 to 1% April 1507,

2. In the introductien, it reviews the enerpency situation which arose
. from the severe drcurhit in Africa and which, at its height in 1534,
affected 2L countries and some 3C rillion people in sub~Saharan Africa.

3. It discusses tihz reasons behind the severity of the drought and its
wide peopraphical distri.ution, and state of knowledre repardins the
frequency of croughits. 1t concludes that while it is not possille to:
rredict or to forecast such droughts at rresent, it is clear that severe
¢roughts will occur in the future with devastatins zffects on hunan and
livestock populatiocms unless the _resent trends of increasing pressure on
marginal agricultural larnis and accelerating desertification are reversed.

4, ITramewori.s for action in the short-term (inclucdine ererrcency stratesies),
wedium~ anc¢ lone-terrs are outlined. 1In the short-terr, these zre focused

on .enercency jreparedénzss. co—~ordination of relief efforts and establishine

a drousht »lan to aic poth national and internatioral support activities.

5. In the redium teri, the United Mations Prorraize of Action for African
Economic Kecovery znd _evelopment, 19.L-1990, -is cited as a framevork for
co-ordinated activity. 7The themes of the Prorrarre of Action are

elaborated in so far as they concern water resources cevelopient and the
inplications of effeciive action are ‘discussed with reference to (a) strens-
thenins national ca, avilities. (b) soil and water couservation:

(c) acceleration of vater and sanitation prosranwes. and (d) co ordinating
external suprort. - ' ;

6. - The establishrent of efficient plannine mechanicws is hirhlichted as
an ipjortant comronent of strengthening national ca,avilities in view of
the complex ana rultidisciclinary nature of water resources development,

At the internatiomnal level, iuproved co-ordinatioin. arong donors and between
donore and uewber Siai2¢ is seen as a necessity, .articularly since over

SC external susport a-cncies are active in the waier vesources field and
there is an urgent rneed for a common ayproach to nroblens such as operation
ard naintenance of tater supply systews; cost recovery, sectoral stratepy
and hunan resources cevelojwent. ' a
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7. A review of the external fundinpy stratery is also called for, as a
consequence of poor .Lro.ress in many African couniries with projects in
sub-gectors containin. higi social or uncuwantifiable Genefits, such as

rural water supprly, soil and vater conservation. sanitation, research and
water resources assessient. Llhe strict application of cost-penefit analysis
often leads to such projects Deing difficult to finance. The p»oint is made
that to avert crisis situations arising from future droughts, more programme
support is needed as osposed to short-term project assistance.

i, In the lonr-tern, several existing frameworks for action already exist,
e.z. the iar cdel Plata &ction Flan of the United ilations Vater Conference.
the Laros Ylan of Acticn and the Cairo Frograrcie for African Co-~operation on
Environment and Lcc developtent,

g. In economic teris, the nature cf practical lonc-term planning is
exanined and it car ce seen that it differs in concert frou the type of
indicative plan wiaich merely lists priorities anud rossible projects with no
prosramued outguts or Zinancial estinates.

1¢. 1t is supyested that for the tine veing the existing long-terr frame
works are adequate for indicating long-terr objectives and that governments
shoule focus attention on strengthening their planning teams to enable thew
to translate the lonr-tert stratery into comprehensive medium-term ©tlans
(i.e. phasea prograuwes vith financial implication). 1t is particularly
important to proprasme anc monitor the current jriority procrarme for
econoriic recovery ané, to a larpe extent, future planning will depend on
proeress with this mediuw-term progranme,

t1. 1in conclucgiorn, tue rerort refers to the lessons which have been learned
fron: the recent e.er-ency and the improvements in the state of rreparednesc
of both national ccvern:ents and the internaticral cormunity. It emphasizes
the irrortance of i:;leuenting the nediur~ter: neasures as outlined in the
United lations Frocranse for African Lconomic Hecovery and Development and
as expanded in thic re;yort. It repeats the plea for stremgthening planning
mechanisns in the drousht: stricken countries in order to facilitate the
linkagze between inediurr and long--term plannine,

“12. Tinally, the need for subrerional and rerional co-ordinating rechanisis
in the fight againcst drou; ht an: desertification is also erphasized; and the
support of suorerional osr-anizations such as the Pervanent Inter—iLtate
Comittee for Lrou~ht Comtrol in the wvahel (CILS5), the Intercovernmental
Authority om Lrousht aund iLesertification (ICADL) and the international river
and lake basin orrasisations is stressed as an irmyvortant element in the
stratepy fcr the crousht yrone countries. At the rerional level; the weed
for creater inforration exchance, particularly reyarcine new technolopies and
progracmes such ac thwe estawvlishment of "preen velts' is encouraced.
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13. At the international or 7lobal level, the conseiuences of widespread
environmental degracation in Africa could have a glooual dimension in so
far as they affect the general evaluation and the earth's energy balance.
For this reason,; t.e iaternaticnal comrunity shouls have a particular
interest in the plivat of Africa ane in supportiry the efforts to rectify
the present environuental trends.



