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"I' -"In- l-I'l'/~...:. ..c\..l'~ .....L~.) .; ",urr:mary

1. 'i.'his r ej.o r t ~ i.~re~,r.i:'ec\ in r e sj cns e to a r equest l..'~,7 the Sconomic and
Social Council' in resolution l'j<"~/4...,~ is b e i.ng l=,rcseij.ted both to the E.CA
Conference or Li.n i s t e rs at its thirteenth r:~eetin2 in April 19.27 and to
the Conuai t t ee on 1~atur21 !.€sources at its tenth session in Nel' York. from
() to 19 Ai_:ri1 1~\...7o

2~ In the Lnt r oduc t r cn it r ev i ecs the er..err-ency situation which arose
from the severe drcurht in Africa and which s at its heirht in 1904~

affected 21.; countries and some 3(; r..illion peopl e i::'"t sub--Saharan Africa.

3. It discusseEi th'2 reason5 behind the severity of the drought and its
wide ceotraphical distri~ution~ and state of kno~ledr~ reeardin~ the
frequency of urou2hts. It concludes that "hUe it is not possil,le to
l-redict or to forecast such drouehts at rresent, it is clear that severe
tirouehts will occur iL the future with devastatinc effects on hurJan and
livestOCK pOfulatiouS unless the ~resent trends of increasinc pressure on
ffiarrinal a8ricultural lah~s and acceleratinr desertification are reverseoo

40 I'rarnevort.s for action in the sho r t- term (Lnc Iuc inr et!'!erzency s t rateg i es) ,
med i um- and lonz-·ten.s are ou t l i.ned , In the shor tvte rr-, these are focused
on ellierfency ireparedD2ss: co-ordination of relie~ efforts and establishinr
a droughr ~)lan to a ir: oath na t i ona I and i.nt.ernat i or.aL support activities.

5. In the F,ediul.'.l<'ten..~ the United Fations l'rO?rai''L:€ of Action for African
Economic i:~ecovery &1.10. .. eve l.ovu.ent s 15\.,:'r 1S"90 r; . is c i t e.; as a f ramevork for
co-ordinated activity" 'l.'te themes of the Pror-r ar.r-e of Actionare
e Labor.at.ed in so far a a they concerrt :water resources c~evelopll-~ent and the
implications of effective action are rci scus s ed tri t h re:r:erence to (a) s t r env-:
t hen i ng national ca. ao i.Li.t i e s ~ (b) soil and vra t e r cons erva t i.on :
(c) accel.erat i on of vrat e r and sanitation pro~rar.lues_ and (d) co' ord i.nat i.nr
exte ma l supj.or t .

6. The es t ab Li shver.t; of efficient plannincj necban i cros is hif:hli:hted as
an ic":portant conponerrt o"i s t reugchen i ng national c a.iao i Li t i e s in v i ew of
the compLex ana rauLt i d i sc a c Li.nary nature of vate r recources deve l.opu.en t ,
At the international level" u..provec co-rord i.na t i.or. aron« donor s and between
donors and [nelolber Si.:a1:2C is seen 'as a nec e s s i.ty , ',~articularly since over
se external su['port a:2Lcies are active in the l.'ater resources field and
there is an urrent r.ee.: for .a conmon .a:!i:roac~'l' to r-rol;le.Ls such as operation
and n.a Lnt enance of ~iat~r supj.Ly sys t en.s , cost r ecovery , sectoral s t rategy
and hun.an resourc e s c.evel ojoent,
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7. A review of the external fundinr strate~y is also called for, as a
consequence of poor ;,ro[.ress in many African countries with projects in ..
sub-sectors containin~ hiL~~ social or un~uantifiable benefits~ such as #
rural wa t e r supp Iy , soil and va t e r cons e rva t i on , sanitation, research and
water resources as s essrent . The strict application of co s r-Lenef i t analysis
often leacls to such ~rojects beinf difficult to finance. The point is made
that to avert crisis situations ar i.s i.ng f rc-r.... future c rough t s s more programme
support is needed. as o~:'po£ed to short-term project as s i.s t anc e ,

In the lon~:-teri'1, several ex i s t i.ng f r areeworks for action already exist,
e.:;. the e.ar e,el Plata Action Plan of the United iiat Lons "ater Conference,
the Lazos l'lan of Action and the Cairo :i'ro!:rar,lIie for African Co-operation on
Environment and J:.cc deve Iopr.errt .

9. III economic t e ru.s , the nature cf prac t i c a I lOli.:"··term planning is
exandried and it car. ce seer; that it differs in conc e.t; f r on the type of
indicative plan l"c-,ich merely lists priorities and possible projects with no
proerarmaed out.put s or ::inancia~ es t i.r.at es .

10; It is sugje s t ed that for the t i.n.e veinr, the exi.s t ing lour-ten' frame
works are acequate for i:nciicatin~: Long -t.e rr; objectives and that fovernments
shoul.o focus attention on s t reng rben i.ng their pl.ann in-: t eams to enable theE.
to translate the Lonc- t e rt; strate;y into comp rehens i ve medium.-'terrr. p l ans
(i. e. phas ec prOf,rUb"es Hith financial i"''l,lication). It is par t i.cuLar Ly
Lmpo r t an t; to proerat:.il":,e ana moni.to r t.he current {,riority pro~raJl1IDe for
econo@ic recovery anu~ to a larre extent, future planninr will depend on
propress with this hec~iuli,~terrr prop raume ,

11. In conclusion, tus report refers to the lessons which have been learned
f ron, the recent e.ervenc y and the ir;;provements in the state of j.reparednes s
of both national r-:cver"1:ieI.ts arid the internatior..a I cor-n.un i t y • It empbas i aee
the ir"rortance of Ll,lei2entinL the n.ed iun--te rri neasures as outlined in the
Uni ted Uations I-'ro!:,:rar.!Fce for African Lcononi.c Recovery and Development and
as exj.anoed in th i s r e-or t , It ref eats ,the p Lca .for s t reng theninc p Lanni.nr;
mecha.n i srns in the c~rOu3ht· s t r i cken countries Ln 'order to facilitate the
linkage be tween ined.iur. and Long-it.ern: pl anrri.nr ,

12. ILnaLl y s the need for sub re-r i ona l and r er-ionaL c o-xrrd i.na t i.ng n echan i.su.s
in the fi8ht again£t orou~ht ar.(: desertification is also ewrhasized9 dnd the
support, of suo r ev i.ona I 'jr~'ailizations such as the Pe ru.anen t; lnter- State
Conn.i.t t e e for Lrou=)1t Control in the ~ahel (CILS~) ~ the Ln t e r e overnrcen t a I
Authority on DrOufDt 2LJ Desertificdtion (ICAGL) and the international river
and lake basin orccc"i:...;.stions is stressed as an. if'.'_fo~~tant e l er.en t in the
s t ra t epy for the c.rou,bt'.ror,e countries. At the rec'ional level, the Heed
for ~'.reater i.nt or-a t Lon exchany e , particularly reLar('~in~ new t.ecbnoIor.ies and

b ' I" , f .. . 1 " " df,rof,.rarr,r.:es sue r at. the e s t au a s nnerrt 0 rreen ue t s i s encourave 0
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13. At t he international or ~lobal level, the ccns e.juences of widespread
environmental degra(ation in Africa could have a zlo~al dimension in so
far as they affect the General evaluation and the earth's enerey balance.
For this r ea son , tl.e international corarun i t y shoul o have a par t icula r
interest in the pli~ut of Africa ano in supporti~? the efforts to rectify
the present env i.ronmenta I trends.


