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INTRODUCTION

In resolutton 365 (XIV), the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission

for Africa (ECA), gave a mandate to the African Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for the Integration of Women in Development (ARCC) to examine and evaluate il,i

activities carried out in the sphere of setting up programmes for the promotion

of women in the region. In this connection, ECA through the African Training

and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW) has drawn up this report to give an account

of the way in which its activities have been carried out, both in terms of the

implementation of resolution 597 (XXII), on the integration of women in development

and also on the execution of this integration programme between April 1987 and

April 1988.

The present report also considers future prospects particularly with reference

to certain aspects of the work programme for 1988-1989.

I. IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 597 (XXII)

In resolution 5S7 (XXII), the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers

of ECA requested "African Governments as well as international institutions to

include the issue of the integration of women in development into the national

priorities set within the context of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Development". The Conference of Ministers also asked member States and the

Executive Secretary of ECA to mobilize both the human and financial resources

necessary for the attainment of the regional and subregional priorities contained

in the Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women.

It is iii ci.is coiitext that ECA has coatiaueci its errorts to assist national

machineries for the integration of women in development, with a view to ensuring

the inclusion of a women *s component in national development plans and programmes.

Particular attention has also been given to the organization of the resources

needed for plans to integrate women in development at the regional and subregional
levels.

!• The Participation of women in Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery and in the United Nations Programme

for African Economic Recovery and Development

Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 underlinas the
role which the African women must play in the implementation of measures to speed

up the process of recovery of the African economies, most particularly in the
agricultural sector.

Similarly, the International Conference on the Challenge of Economic Recovery

and of Accelerated Development in Africa, which took place at Abuja, Nigeria,
from 15 to 19 June 1987, to evaluate the reactions of member States and the

international community to the economic recovery programmes, insisted on the

necessity for all groups within the population to participate in the recovery

process. In its final declaration, the Conference reiterated the fundamental

role which Africa women ought to play in the implementation of the programme,
both as the agents and beneficiaries of development.
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A survey carried out by ECA to evaluate the degree of implementation of the
priority programme by the member States revealed that four-fifths of them had
included women in measures to increase agricultural production, as well as in
other development processes.

On its part, ECA has monitored the active and efficacious participation of

women in the drawing up of national plans and programmes, in order to ensure that

the women concerns/the pre-occupations of women are reflected in the priorities
set at the national level. Hence the stress put on the technical support of

national machineries for the integration of women in development, both in the

planning and participation, as well as in the follow-up of programming and planning
exercises. The countries which have benefitted from this assistance are: Ghana,

Guinea-Bissau, Senegal, Somalia and Niger. In the case of national machineries
which have insufficient data to ensure adequate planning, preliminary studies
have been carried out to allow a better appreciation of national conditions and
to identify the obstacles which impede efforts for the total integration of women
in development. This was done in Ghana, Mauritius and Somalia.

2- Mobilization of resources for the regional and subregional
programme for the integration of women in development

At the time of the eighth meeting of ARCC in April 1987, ECA's Programme
for the Integration of Women in Development (PIWD) was beset by a financial crisis,
caused by the decision of the United Nations Development Programme <UNDP) not

to include in its Fourth Programming Cycle the activities of integrating women
in development carried out at HDLPOC level, or those of ARCC such as they had
originally been conceived. In its concern to preserve the regional and subregional

structures established by ECA to encourage the integration of women in development,

ARCC submitted a resolution at the thirteenth meeting of the ECA Conference of
Ministers calling up member States to contact funding sources in order to mobilize
the necessary resources for carrying out the programme. In addition, a memorandum
justifying the need for maintaining these regional and subregional structures
was sent to the Administrator of UNDP and to the Executive Secretary of ECA.

In response to the resolution and the memorandum, the following measures
were taken:

(a) UNDP extended the duration of the projects related to the programme for the
integration of women in development carried out at the MULPOC level and to

the activities of ARCC until 30 June 1987 and then until 31 December 1987.

(b) A UNDP/ECA/ARCC mission was sent out to proceed to evaluate the programme
for the integration of women in development in the MULPOCs. The task of
that mission was to measure the impact of these programmes in the member
States and to examine the necessity for creating other or complementary
structures in order to ensure that the programme can respond to the new

orientation of the PWID. The evaluation report was submitted in August 1987.

Its contents will be the subject of examination and discussion under agenda

item 5. In summary, the essential points of the conclusions and
recommendations of the evaluation are:

(i) the mission concluded that there was no alternative to replace the present
structures of ECA subregional programme for women and that the subregional

focal point of the programme should remain in the MULPOCs;
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(ii) the mission further recommended that:

- a new project should be drawn up covering subregional activities,

taking into account the priorities defined in the Arusha Strategies

and the need to reinforce national machineries to enable them to

participate fully in national planning exercises, as well as in all

meetings with credit agencies;

- the training programmes envisaged as part of the new project must

be limited to the priority areas defined in the Arusha Strategies.

The emphasis of these programmes must be put on the training of

trainers or leaders of groups of women, who will be able to reach,

in their turn, a large number of other women;

the training programmes must include follow-up mechanisms;

- ATRCW staff must be strengthened in order to fulfil more effectively

the roles of catalysts co-ordinators and sources of information,

while at the same time lending the necessary support to the subregional

programme.

(a) Mobilization of resources

The programme for the integration of women had access to funds derived from

the regular budget, as well as extra-budgetary resources. During the period covered

by this report, the regular budget resources were used to finance research and

consultations with member States on the participation of women in development

and on the national machineries for that integration.

In accordance with the wishes of the Conference of Ministers, ECA has also

obtained, by the decision of the United Nations Secretary-General, the release

of three regular budget posts for female experts, two of which belong to ATRCW.

It must be noted that the effort to increase the number of female experts in ECA,

to reinforce ATRCW, is very commendable and must be continued.

With regard to the extra-budgetary resources, the funds used during the period

stemmed from agencies of the United Nations such as UKDP and the United Nations

Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) as well as from bilateral donors, particularly

the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), the Ford Foundation, the

Netherlands Government and the Canadian based International Development Research

Council (IDRC). These resources have been used largely for the running of research

and training activities aimed at promoting the increase in productivity of women

in agriculture and in agro-food industries, the increase of job opportunities

for women, access to credit, in order to improve their living and working

conditions. Particular emphasis has been given to strengthening the management

capabilities of women running businesses.

In addition, member States have been asked to make a special attempt to bear

the costs of representatives attending meetings of the subregional committees

and of the ARCC. ATRCVJ has also drawn up another project which reflects the

interests of member States at subregional level, while also filling the

recommendations of the UNDP/ECA/ARCC mission. The main objectives of this project

are:
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to analyze the policies and agricultural programmes adopted as part of

the programmes of structural adjustment, to ensure an increase of

productivity of women aimed at achieving food self-sufficiency;

to improve the political perception of the importance of including women's

activities in the struggle against drought and desertification being waged

in the African region^

to promote the exchange of information on the development of small and

medium scale enterprises for women and to analyze the impact of structural

adjustment on the efforts already carried out in this sphere;

to ensure the dissemination of data on women and development in such a

manner as to fill in the existing gaps within tha subregicns.

The project was brought to the attention of the ARCC Bureau at the meeting

organized in Addis Ababa from 19 to 20 November 1987.

(b) The meeting of the Bureau of ARCC, Addis Ababa, 19 to 20 November 1987

A meeting of the ARCC Bureau was convoked on 19 to 20 November 1987, in order

to examine the report of the evaluation by UNDP/KCA/ARCC and to make proposals

for a follow-up of this report. The meeting examined the following three documents:

the report of the UIIDP/ECA/ARCC evaluation on the women's programme in

the MULPCCs;

draft document to be submitted to UKDP for financing the women's programme

in the MULPOCsj

the provisional agenda for the ninth meeting of ARCC, to be held in Niame}',

Niger between 14 and 15 April 19SG.

Since the meeting had no quorum, because only two of the five member countries

were represented, ;io decision cculd be taken. Nevertheless the meeting discussed

at length the status of the programme bearing in mind that UNDP had indicated

that the new project would not be considered unless ECA agreed to be reoponsiblo

for:

(a) the cost of the co-ordinators cf the women's programme in the MULPOCs;

(b) the cost of the subregional committee meetings;

(c) the creation within ATRCW of a support post for the subregional programme.

The meeting explored the ways and means of combatting the crisis and proposed

the following alternatives:

(a) the financing of subregional structures by the member States within

the framework of their Indicative Planning Figure (IPF);

(b) the strengthening of ATRCV by ECA, sc that the Centra could carry out

the subregional programme;
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(c) the payment of salaries and travel expenses for the co-orcUnators of

the women's programme in the liULPCCs from the "overheads" funds of ECA.

The meeting suggested that the evaluation report be distributed to all member

States for comment3 with a note fron the President of APXC and that all comnents

be collected by ATFXU, which would prepare a report for the ninth meeting of the

AltCC on the natter. Furthermore, it was agreed that the President of APXC should

address an appeal to tlie Executive Secretary of ECA about the use of the regular

budget and overheads. The President of AP.CC should also write to the President

of the Conference of Ministers to inform him of the matter and to ask him to make

member States aware of the question.

II. EXECUTION OF THE PrCGnAJHiE IiJTEGRATICK OF V'CMEIT

III DEVELOPMENT OF EGA, April 1?C7 - April lOf^C

It should be remembered that resolution 4C/105 of the General Assembly of

the United nations asked all the Regional Commissions to include activities

favouring women in their work programmes for the biennium 19fG-19i'9. Following

this resolution, ATPXU prepared directives on the insertion of a women's component

into the work programmes of ECA. These directives on the whole were well received.

Currently, the Divisions of ECA themselves take the initiative in programming

activities in favour for women into their respective sectors. This chapter,

therefore, will outline the activities not only for the ATPXU, but also of the

other sections of ECA during the period covered by this report.

1. Work programme and activities of ATPXU

As in the past, tlie ATPXU programme has concentrated effort on the

implementation of activities written into the broad outlines of the Arusha and

Uairobi Strategies for the Advancement of Uomen. During the period under review,

the programme covered three different components:

the participation of women in development;

the improvement of technical skills of women;

the dissemination of information.

1.1 The participation of women in development

Since this is one of its major objectives, ATPXU has concentrated efforts

on the inclusion of a women's component in both the overall am! the sectoral

national priorities, which is a prerequisite for any effective participation in

the development process. During the period under review, the emphasis has been

put on to the visible presence of women in national development plans and

programmes. In this respect, consultancy services have been provided for member

States conducting planning or follow-up exercises. A training seninar in planning,

formulation,, execution and evaluation of development projects has also been

organized.

1.1.1 Assistance with__the_ drawing up of women's projects

within the UIjDP national programming exercise

As stated earlier, the support lent to the national machineries for the

integration of women in development has consisted of technical advices aimed at
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ensuring that the national programmes formulated contain multisectoral projects

reflecting the needs of wonen. As far as possible, ATRCW has at the same time

ensured a collection of data, on which the planners and decision makers can base

the preparation of national plans and programmes. To this end, ATECW has carried

out a "national survey on women in Mauritius and a study on the participation

of women in development both as agents and beneficiaries" in Ghana. These were

concerned with an indepth examination of the situation of women in key sectors,

based on such indicators as the number of women in agricultures commerce, small

scale industry and the tertiary sector and the contribution of wonen in sectoral

activities. The indicators used to measure the share of women as beneficiaries

of development were the level of revenues, savings and access to health care and.
land.

These studies have shown that economic self-sufficiency of women is still

far from being attained. The recommendations formulated exhort national- authorities

and the international community to pay more attention to rural populations, which

are the basis of development.

1•1.2 Training seminar in the planning, drawing up, execution

and evaluation of development projects, Kinshasa, Zaire

14 to 2G December 19£i7

The seminar was organized as part of the effort to ensure the follovup of

previous training programmes. The objectives were:

to re-introduce the women who had participated in the training seminars

on the first two modules, to the techniques of planning, formulation,

execution and evaluation of projects;

to allow the participants to deepen their knowledge of the techniques

learnt in the preceding seminars;

to familiarise participants with the requirements of some financial sources.

The emphasis of the seminar was on practical work sessionss with theoretical

lectures reduced to a minimum. The work programme allowed participants to discuss

in depth the following aspects;

(a) the different planning stages;

(b) the importance of plans of action and intervention;

(c) the identification of the priority needs of women and of the main

obstacles facing projects initiated by women;

(d) the techniques involved In the conception and drawing up of projects;

(e) the techniques of management follow-up and evaluation;

(f) inter-professional relationships in the follow-up and evaluation of
projects;

(g) the model (4 x 4) and the logical framework of the project;
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(h) the project document;

(i) the means of activating the process of integration of women in

development.

The twenty four women who took part in the seminar were service chiefs from

the departments of TJonen's and Family Affairs, Planning, Rural Development, Primary

and Secondary Education, the 'national Union of Workers, the Mother Ilobutu

Foundation, the nutrition Planning Centre and the Zaire Association for Family

Well-being.

In their recommendations, the participants asked that their employers offer

them a chance to work in the planning sectorss so that they can have the opportunity

to put in practice the techniques they have learnt.

1.2 The improvement of women's skills

This has been another of ATRCU's concerns. In this sphere, the emphasis

has been on the productivity of women in agriculture and the improvement of women's

competence in management. The principal activities have been a subregional

management training seminar, a study tour to Ghana for business women working

in the agricultural sector* as well as training courses in the management of

businesses and co-operatives.

1.2.1 Subre^ional management seminar, Gisenyi^ Rwandas

11 to 16 I;ay 1907

This seminar was run for women frora the Great Lakes region who were engaged

both in production and commerce. The objective was to give them a chance to acquire

the knowledge and skills necessary to direct an enterprise. Thus, the main themes
were:

the concept of management;

the manager and the socio-economic and cultural environment;

the basic functions of a manager;

decision-making.

The participants held helpful discussion on the economic environment in which

they live and on the ways of adapting to change, in order to be better prepared
to carry out their functions.

1*2.2 Study tour to Ghana for business women and women

project managers from Eastern and Southern Africa,

Accra, Ghana, 1 to 15 Cecember 19C7

The study tour resulted from the recommendations of the subregional seminar

held in 1,'airobi in January 19^7, on measures to improve the managerial skills
of women. In the spirit of promoting technical co-operation between developing
countries, this seminar had recommended, among other things, that study tours

and seminars be held for business women and project leaders.
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r> J ' / gr°UP °f U women fron Bots"anaS Ethiopia, Kenya, Swaziland, United
republic of Tanzania and Zimbabwe, together with four Ghanaian business women,
met in Ghana, where they visited the sites of some of the noteable achievements
or Ghanaian women. The major aim was to demonstrate to the women from the East
and southern African region, the business acumen of Ghanaian women, to promote
intra-Afncan exchanges and to encourage them to use the media for the promotion
ot a opirit of enterprise anong women. In line with the Arusha Strategies, the
study tour concentrated on the agricultural sector. The programme, which was
planned in detail, in collaboration with the national Council of Uomen and
Development, enabled the group to visit enterprises concerned with the production
processing, preservation and marketing of agricultural products. The tour allowed
the participants to see that women were capable of engaging in large scale
enterprises. They returned to their respective countries determined to play a
more active role in agricultural and industrial activities.

The participants were very enthusiastic and judged the experience most
instructive. They hoped that similar tours would be organized to other countries
and also between the regions of the same country. A video film of the tour will
be distributee as an audio-visual tool in training programmes.

l-2'3 Training course for initiators and managers, in
the running of businesses and co-operatives.
Kinshasa, Zaire, 7 to 19 December 1$'C7

Study scholarships were granted to two women from the Comoros Islands and
one from Djibouti to attend this management course, organized in Kinshasa by the
national Centre for Co-ordination and Training in Development (CEITACOF). This
type of trainer training is much encouraged by ATRCU, because of the great impact
it has since the trainers can transmit their knowledge to a large number of
individuals.

1*2-4 Seminar on the development of cottage industry in
Rwanda, Kigali, 14 to 20 December 19S7

In line with national policies to promote production by artisans for local
consumption, this seminar aimed to make the leaders of women's artisan groups
aware of orientating craft production towards utilitarian cottage industry products
likely to be consumed nationally. The discussion at the seminar was concerned
With:

the impact of women's cottage industry on the socio-economic development
of Rwanda; K

- the place of women in Rwandese cottage industry;

the position of women's cottage industry in relation to supplies, production
and marketing;

- production techniques, the possibility of technological innovation and
the infrastructures necessary for women's artisan groups;

the management and organization of co-operative and semi co-operative
groups; r



E/ECA/ATRCW/ARCC.IX/86/3

Page 9

access to credit;

- the economic development of Rwandese cottage industry products in

utilitarian production terms;

the experience of the participants;

the place of cottage industry in professional training in Rwanda;

women's association in Rwanda.

The recommendations formulated by the seminar appealed for national and

international assistance to help women improve their techniques, the quality of

their work, credit access ands most important of all, to finance and manage

themselves.

1.2.5 Seminar on women, water supply and sanitation,

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 23 to 2G November 1987

ATRCW collaborated closely with the International Centre for Training and

Research for the Advancement of Women (IITSTRAW) in the organization of this INSTRAW

seminar, which was an activity of the International Drinking Water Supply and

Sanitation Decade, whose aim is to ensure drinking water and adequate sanitation

services for all by the year 1990. It was one of the series of seminars organized

in Kenya, Ethiopia, and Sudan to test the training modules prepared by the INSTRAW,

in collaboration with the International Labour Office (ILO) in Turin, for the

benefit of high level government officials from member States.

The fifty participants examined the different modules, which dealt with the

following questions:

participation of women in the planning of water and sanitation projects;

the participation of women in the choice of technology and in the execution

of such projects;

the role of women in training activities and education in water supply

and sanitation;

project evaluation.

The participants reviewed the modules and adapted them to their national

conditions.

1.2.6 Training in optimal nutritional use of food for

relief and food for work activities

As was stressed last year, this project is being carried out with the aim

of ensuring the appropriate feeding of the people affected by drought in the Bale

and Gamo Goffa regions of Ethiopia. The project is being executed in collaboration

with the Ethiopian Nutrition Institute and is part of the Ethiopian Government's

attempts to help the populations living in the regions affected by drought. The

project is also carried out jointly with the ministries of Agriculture and Health,

together with the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission. Training programmes are

being held on agriculture3 livestock rearing and nutrition.
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1.3 The dissemination of information

Fulfilling its role for the dissemination of information about the African

woman, ATRCW has initiated and carried out research projects of wide interest.

It has also published an information bulletin of about twenty-five pages. This
bulletin, which comes out twice a years summarizes the women's activities undertaken
by ECAS both at its headquarters and in the MULPOCs. It also gives useful
information on training possibilities and on meetings of interest to women.

1.3.1 Study on the present need for strengthening

national machineries for the integration of

women in development projects

The study, which was done by ATRCW with financing by INSTRAW, covered Ethiopia
and Zimbabwe. Its objectives was to increase the visible presence of women at
the decision-making level and in their participation in the implementation of

those decisions. The matters dealt with were:

- the characteristics of national machineries;

- changes effected in the structures of the machineries since 1975.

Proposals were then made for the localisation of national machineries for
training, information and co-operation with government technical services.

1.3.2 Women as entrepreneurs in Zambia, Cameroon and Ghana

This study followed recommendations from the Arusha and Nairobi Strategies

for an increase in the possibilities of employment for women and in their
effectiveness and productivity in the agricultural and industrial sectors. Thus,

the objectives of this study were;

- to collect empirical data on women in the small-scale business sector;

to identify the sectors in which women predominate;

- to identity the difficulties faced by women in the setting up and management

of their businesses, particularly the problems which related to their

status as women;

- to analyse the present situation and to formulate recommendations for

increasing the productivity of women in their businesses.

The study analyzed the small scale business sector and the needs and
constraints of women in the sector, in three countries: Zambia, Cameroon and
Ghana. It then formulated recommendations for the attention of member States,

training institutes, international organizations and credit sources. The study

is available from ATRCW.

1.3.3 Study on the sexual exploitation of women

The study was carried out in Cameroon and its objectives were:

- to bring up-to-date the data on prostitution and all aspects of the sexual

exploitation of women;
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- to carry out an analysis of the habits and customs which underly sexual

exploitation^ family violence, prostitution, and too early pregnancies;

- to recapitulate on information relative to the attitudes and psychosocial

behaviours for example, socio-economic factors, tending to perpetuate

or supress the sexual exploitation of women;

- to make recommendations for a solution to the problems posed by that

exploitation.

The study will soon be ready for distribution.

2. Aspects of the programmes of other divisions in ECA bearing

on the integration of women in development

In response to resolution 40/105 and 40/100 of the General Assembly, the

different divisions of ECA designated focal points relative to women's questions.

They have also included a women's component in their programme 1908-1989. In

this contexts the Regional Seminar on the Integration of Women in Trade and Commerce

will be held in Niamey from the 31st of March to April 2nd 1S8C. The object will

be to allow the women's groups engaged in commercial activities to meet and discuss

the integration of the African women into commercial services. The short-term

objective of the seminar are:

- to identify the questions which affect African business women in the sphere

of commerce;

to discuss practical ways of improving the skills of top-level business

women.

During the seminar, participants will be asked to draw up a training programme

for use in improving the skills of women operating in the commercial sector.

3. Work programme and activities for the period 1988-1989

In line with the resolutions mentioned aboves the 1920-1989 work programme

of ECA includes a wide range of activities favouring women. These are included

in the programmes and sub-programmes mentioned belows

the expansion of food production;

food product marketing policies and programmes ;

the development of an agricultural statistical data base;

internal trade and finance;

Inter-African trade;

the promotion of integrated rural developments

employment in the rural environment;

the development of agro-food industries;
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the improvement of the capabilities of small-scale entrepreneurs;

the Pan African Documentation and Information Service (PADIS);

- manpower training for African roads, road transport and railways;

the development of hotel management;

- population programmes in Africa related to demography, fertility and

training;

demographic and social statistics;

the integration of women in development.

With regard to the last mentioned of these, the task will be to monitor the

implementation of the Arusha and Nairobi strategies and the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development. Hence, ATRCW activities

during 19G8-19C9 will be concerned in the following aspects:

the participation of women in development;

- the improvement of the capabilities and of the possibilities offered to

women;

the setting up and strengthening of national, subregional and regional

machineries for the integration of women in development;

the information network on women.

In line with the wishes of the General Assembly, priority will be given to

research on the access of rural women to appropriate technology and to the promotion

of the role of women in the informal sector. Equally the programme will emphasise

the improvement of the access of women to credit, the increased activity of women

in scientific and technical fields and the promotion of small and medium-scale

enterprises run by women, particularly in the agrofood sector.

In terms of monitoring of the Arusha and Nairobi Strategies, ATECW will carry

Gut an indepth study of the evolution of the socio-economic conditions of women

in the region.

ATRCW also proposes to strengthen its relations with organizations such as

the African Development Bank, the Organization of African Unity (OAU)3 ILO and

IHSTRAW with a view to combining and harmonizing efforts to assist African women.
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RESOLUTION 597

597 (XXII). Integration of women in development in Africa

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the findings of the ECA ATRCW study on the United Nations

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Considering also the importance of planning women's activities within the

United Kations and through the medium-term plan to relate such planning to women

and development system-wide, among other things.

Recalling resolution 579 (XXI) on women and development adopted at its twelfth

meeting,

Considering the new restrictions regarding the programme for the integration

of women in development in the UUBP Fourth Programming Cycle.

Stressing the need for UNDP to continue financing programmes for the

integration of women in development within the I-IULPOCs,

Taking note of the recommendations made by the meetings of the subregional

Committee for the Integration of Women in Development,

Stressing the need for ECA and the regional and subregional machineries

for the integration of women in development to co-ordinate their activities and

consult each other,

Bearing in mind the recommendations contained in Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 aml the United Nations programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 in whose implementation women

have an important role to play,

1. Recommends to those States which have not yet done so, to sign, ratify

and implement the United Rations Convention on the Elimination of AL1 Forms of

Discrimination against Women, in particular those parts which have to do with

education, employment, political and economic activities; at the same time, women

themselves are urged to co-operate with their governments in publicizing the

Convention and including it in educational programmes;

2. Recommends also to take note of the study on the United Nations Convention

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and endorse the

recommendations of that study;

3. Supports the planning of activities for the integration of women in
development taking place within the United Nations system;

4* Appeals to member States of the Governing Council of UNDP to do all

in their power to ensure that the UNDP continues its support to the women's

programmes in the MULPOCs and to the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for

the Integration of Women in Development through the Fourth Programming Cycle;
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5. Appeals also to African States, working in conjunction with the Executive

Secretary of ECAS to approach bilaterals African and non-African governmental

and non-governmental organizations to provide funds for the implementation and

follow up of the priority subregional programmes deriving from the Arusha and

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women by contribution

in cash or in kind at the Pledging Conference of the United Nations Trust Fund

for African Development;

6. Calls upon African States to support the participation of their

delegations to meetings of the Subregional Committees and those of the Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee so as to consolidate the gains of the surbregional

and regional programmes of EGA;

7. Calls also upon African Governments as well as international institutions

to include the issue of the integration of women in development in the national

priorities set within the context of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery and the United Rations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Development;

S. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations to lift the freeze

on the posts of women experts responsible for implementing the work programme

of regional and subregional machineries for the integration of women in development

and have such experts recruited on ECA regular budget posts;

9. Requests also the Executive Secretary to adopt or modify all projects

related to the integration of women in development in consultation and coordination

with the meeting of plenipotentiaries as well as the Council of Ministers meetings

of the MULPOCs and the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee.
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365 (XIV) Structure and terms of reference of the Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the

Integration of Women in Development

The Conference of Ministers

Bearing in mind the recommendations of the Nouakchott Regional Conference

on the Implementation of the National, Regional and World Plan of Action for the

Integration of Women in Development,

Having considered the report of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for the Integration of Women in Development,

Aware of the need to integrate the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

within the system of the deliberative Organs of the Commission,

1. Takes note of the report and recommendations of the African Regional

Co-ordinating Committee on the desirability of amending the constitution and terms

of reference of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee;

2. Decides to amend the constitution and terms of reference of the Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee;

(A) By replacing the provisions relating to the composition of the Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee and its officers with the following!

I. "The Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee shall be constituted as

follows;

(a) Three members designated by each subregional committee (with the right

to vote);

(b) The Executive Secretary of ECA (without the right to vote)s and the
Administrative Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity (without

the right to vote);

(c)(i) The Pan-African Women's Organization;

(ii) United Nations Agencies;

(iii) The representatives of donor agencies;

the above being invited as observers if a particular subject under consideration

is of interest to them;

II. The Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee shall elect a bureau composed

of:

- A Chairman,

- A first and a second Vice-Chairmen, and

- Two Rapporteurs.
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III. The terms of office of the Bureau will be two years. The Africa Regional

Co-ordinating Committee will meet once a year when convened by the Executive

Secretary after consultation with the Bureau."

(B) The African Training and Research Centre for Women will act as secretariat

of the Regional Co-ordinating Committee.

(C) The rules of procedure of the Committee shall be the same as these of

the Economic Commission for Africa.

(B) By replacing the terras of reference of the Regional Co-ordinating

Committee with the following:

"1. To harmonize and co-ordinate the subregional programmes approved within

the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres;

2. To evaluate and implement work programmes, bearing in mind the

availability of resources and to oversee the implementation of work programmes;

3. To organize the exchange of information and experiences;

4. To participate in the activities and meetings of the United Nations

and other relevant organizations;

5. To mobilize resources for the implementation of programmes agreed at

the regional and subregional levels;

6. To review and evaluate activities carried out in the region in the

framework of programmes for the advancement of women;

7. To convene every three years, the African Regional Conference on Women

and Development;

8. To report to the deliberative organs of the Economic Commission for

Africa on the activities and programmes carried out in the subregion (Committee

of officials and Council of Ministers of the Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres).

207th meeting

27 March 1979
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for Women In Francophone Countries'] 1980. 35 pp. (ATRCW/SDD/ITW/80/02) .

Report of the Workshop on the participation of Women In Development through

Co-operatives with special emphasis on Handicrafts and Small-Scale

Industries. 1980. 50 pp. (ATRCW/SDD/ITW/80/01)

Report of Two Workshops for Planners and Trainers in Programmes to Improve

the Quality of Rural Life. 1977. 35 pp.

Report on ILO/ECA/YWCA/SIDA Workshop on Participation of Women in Handi

crafts and Small Industries. 1975. 190 pp. (IL0/TF/AFR/R.19).

Report Six Workshop for Trainers in Home Economics and Other Family-

Oriented Fields. 1974. 34 pp.

Teaching Trainers of Day Care Centre Personnel. 1977. 62 pp.

Training and Employment Opportunities for Out-of-School Girls in

Ethiopia. 1981. 49pp. (ECA/ATRCW/EXPT.MTG./W.P.2).

Training and Employment Opportunities for Out-of-School Girls in Par

Es Salaam. 1984. 32 pp. (E/ECA/ATRCW/83/08).

Training Women for Development : A joint Enterprise in Africa 1977. 8 pp.

Training Workshop on Cesjgn for Textile printing and Dyeing. 1979. 47 pp.

(ECA/ATRCW/ITW/79/01).

Women and Co-operatives Egypt, the Libya Arab Jamahiriya and the Sudan.

1980. 58 pp. (ECA/ATRCW/RES/02/80).

Women as clientele of non-Formal Education. 1978? 12 pp.

Women as small scale Entrepreneurs In Zambia, Cameroon and Ghana. 1987. 30 pp.

(ECA/ATRCW/87/3/3.4(iii).

Workshop for Personnel iti Programmes to improve the Quality of Rural Life

1977. 22 pp.

Workshop for Trainers and Planners on Appropriate Technology for the

Rural Family. 1982. 25 pp. (ST/ECA/ATRCW/82/10)

Workshop on Firewood and Energy Development for Rural African Women.

1981. 69 pp. (ST/ECA/ATRCW/81/26) (E & F).

Workshop on Food Preservation and Storage. 1975. 102 pp. (E & Portugese).
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Guide for the Preparation and Implementation of Project Proposals on

Wnmpn and naval opmant^ 1984. 20 pp. (ST/ECA/ATRCW/83/03) (E & F).




