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A, ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The eighth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole was

held at ECA headquarters, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 13 to 20 April 1987. The

meeting was formally opened by Comrade Hersie Ijigu, Member of the Central

Committee of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia and Minister, in charge of General

Planning in the Office of the National Committee for Central Planning. State

ments Were also delivered at the opening ceremony by the Executive Secretary,

Mr. Adebayo Adedejis and Mr. Guy Lucien Saos the representative of the Republic

of Cameroon, on behalf of the outgoing Chairman of the Committee.

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following States

members of the Commission; Algeria, Botswana., Burundi;, Cameroons the Central

African Republic, Chad9 the Comoros, the Congo, Cote d'lvoire, Djibouti,

Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guineat Kenyas

Lesotho, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawis Mali,

Mauritania, Morocco9 Mozambique9 the Niger, Nigeria9 Rwandas Senegal, Sierra

Leones the Sudan, Togo3 Tunisia, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzanias

Zaires Zambia and Zimbabwe.

3. Observers from the following States Members of the United Nations9 net

members, of the Commission, were presents Australia^ Cuba, Germany, Federal

Republic of9 Greece, Finland, France, India, the Netherlands;, Spains the United

Kingdom9 the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

A. An observer for Switzerland, not a Member of the United Nations, also

attended the meeting.

5. In accordance with the Cotnmissionss rules of procedure, the Democratic

Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) was represented.

6. The following United Nations bodies and specialized agencies were represented*

United Nations Regional Commissions Liaison Offica. Office of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Centre for Human Settle

ments (HABITAT), United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), United

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), World Food Council (WFC), International

Labour Organisation (ILO) , World Food Programme (WFP)9 Food and Agriculture

Organization of the United Nations (FAO)s United Nations Educational, Scientific
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and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), International Civil Aviation Organization

(ICAO)s World Health Organization (WHO), International Telecommunication Union

(ITU),. International Monetary Fund (IMF)9 World Meteorological Organization (WHO),

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and United Nations Disaster

Relief Office (UNDRO).

7. Observers were present from the following intergovernmental organizations?

African Development Bank (ALB), African Centre for Applied Research and Training

in Social Development (ACARTSOD), African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC)s

African Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research (AIHTTR), Africa

Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development

(ARCC)3 African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM),

African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), African Regional Organization for

Standardization (ARSO), Economic Community of the Great Lakes countries (CEPGL)s

Economic Community of Central African States (SCCAS), Economic Community of West

African States (ECOWAS)9 Eastern and Southern African Management Institute (ESAMI)s

Eastern and Southern African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC), -\frican

Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP)s Institut de formation

et de recherche dgmographiques (IFORD), International Livestock Centre for Africa

(ILCA)s League of Arab States (LAS), Ministerial Conference of West African and

Central African States on Maritime Transport (MINCONMAR)s Organization of African

Unity (OAU), Pan-African Postal Union (PAPU)s Preferential Trade Area (PTA),

Regional Centre for Services in Surveyings Mapping and Remote Sensing (RCSSMRS)s

Regional Centre for Training in Aerial Surveys (RECTAS)s Regional Institute for

Population Studies (RIPS), Union of African Railways (UAR) and Central African

Customs and Economic Union (UDEAC).

8» Observers were present from the following non-governmental organizations?

International Association for Water Law <LAWL)0 International Commission on

Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)S International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),

International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and Lutheran World Federation

(LWF).
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9. The Committee unanimously elected the following officers:

Chairman; the Niger

First Vice-chairman: Egypt

Second Vice-Chairmans Lesotho

Rapporteur s Zaire

10. The Committee decided to establish an open-ended resolutions committee

composed of the following core member States representing the different

subregions?

Eastern and Southern Africa; Ethiopias Kenya9 the United Republic

of Tanzania

West African Mali,.. Nigeria, Togo

North Africa: Algeria;, Moroccos the Sudan

Central Africa? Cameroons Chads Rwanda

B. AGENDA

11. On 13 April 1987s the Committee adopted the following agendas

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Election of officers.

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

4. Review and appraisal of the economic situation in Africa in 1935-1986

and perspectives for 1987s

(a) Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africas 1985-1986;

(b) ECA/ADB economic report on Africas 1987.

5. Progress in the implementation of the United Nations Programme of

Action for African Economic Recovery and Development ;and Africa s

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery9 1986-1990.



E/ECA/CM.13/58

Page 4

6. The situation :o£ food and agriculture in Africa:

(a) Report on the implementation of the food and agricultural

aspects of the Lagos Plan of Action5

(b) Report on policy measures and institutions for improved forest

conservation, management and development in Africa;

(c) Report on a survey of agricultural research and programmes for

livestock development in the African region;

(d) Report on the implementation of the recommendations of the World

Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development in the

Lusaka-based MULPOC subregion;

(e) International Year for the Mobilization of Financial and

Technological Resources to Increase Food and Agriculture

Production in Africa^

(f) Report on measures taken by African countries to reduce food

losses over the period 1975-1985 r.

(g) Report on a comparative study and analysis of ongoing food

security programmes;

(h) Land-use policies and farming systems; The case of Somalia

and the Sudan.

7. Natural resources and energy:

(a) River basin development in Africa;

(b) Review of the situation with regard to the development of

water resources in the drought-stricken countries of the

African region;

(c) Report cf the intergovernmental meeting oh the socio-economic

and policy aspects of water resources management in Africa;

Report of the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic

Conference for Africa;
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(e) Report en the impact of the commemoration of 1986 as the

Year of Cartography and Remote Sensing in Africa £

(f) Report of the Regional Consultative Meeting on the Mobilization

of Financial Resources for the Development of New and Renewable

Sources of Energy in Africa,

8. Industrial development in Africa:

(a) Report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry^

(b) Joint KCA/OAU/IEPJ) report on the implementation of the Industrial

Development Decade programme in Africa;

(c) Problems and constraints for the implementation of the

Industrial Development Decade in Africa?

(d) Report on preparations for UNIDO II.

9. Transport and communications in African

(a) United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa?

Progress report on the second phase programme £

(b) ECA/UNDP/IBRD transport study for Africa, south of the Sahara;

(c) Priority transport and communications programme for land

locked African countries.

10. Promotion of economic co-operation and integrations

(a) Reports from the IiULPQCs* Councils of Ministers 5

(b) Progress report on preparations for the UNDP Fourth Programming

Cycle for Africa (1987-1991)5

(c) Request for assistance for the organization of a Symposium on

Grassroot Development (an agenda item proposed by the

Republic of the Niger).
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11. Issues in social development in African

(a) Implementation in Africa cf the Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women?

(b) Establishment of an African Institute for the Prevention of

Crime and Treatment of Offenders,:

(c) Culture and development in Africa (an agenda item proposed by

the General Secretariat of the Organization of African Unity).

12. Development of environmental capabilities in Africa;

(a) Progress report on the establishment of an African Centre of

Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD);

(b) Drought and desertification in Africa [an agenda item proposed

by the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office (UNSO)]5

(c) Report on the International Scientific Conference on the Lake

Nyos Disaster (in the Republic of Cameroon).

13= Trade and development? Addis Ababa Declaration of African Ministers

Responsible for Trade and Development Preparatory to UKCTAD VII.

14. Reports from the subsidiary organs of the Commissions

(a) Report on the second meeting of the Conference cf Ministers of

Finance and Governors of Central Banks on the African Monetary

(b) Report of the sixth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee

of Experts of the African Least Developed Countries £

(c) Report of the seventh meeting of the Conference of Chief Executives

of the ECA-sponsored Regional and Subregional Institutions;

(d) Report of the fourth meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental

Committee on Human Settlements and Environment £

(e) Report of the third meeting of the Conference of Vice-chancellors,

Presidents and Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa

and the Harare Statement on the Role of Africa's Institutions of

Higher Learning in Africa's Economic Recovery and Development|
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(g) Report of the eighth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating

Committee for the Integration of Woman in Development;

(h) Report of the third meeting of the Regional Technical Committee

for PADIS.

15. Follow-up resolutions of the Coinmission and resolutions and decisions

adopted by SCOSOC and the General Asseiribly that are of interest to

Africa?

(a) Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted by the twenty-first

session of the Commission and the twelfth meeting of the Conference

of Ministers;

(b) Resolutions adopted by ECOSOC at its second session of 1936 and

by the General Assembly at its forty-first session in the economic

and social sectors that are of interest to Africa;

(c) In~depth study of the United Nations intergovernmental structure

and functions in the economic and social fields: Decision 1987/112

adopted by ECOSOC at its fourth meeting on 6 February 1987s A

note by the secretariat.

16= Programme of work and priorities of the Commission:

(a) Progress report on the implementation of the programme of work

and priorities for the biennium 1936-1937?

(b) Proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium 1988-1989

(c) Proposed Medium-term Plan for the period 1990-1995.

17. Technical co-operation between UNDP and the regional economic commissions

ECA (report prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit).

18. Pledging Conference for the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development:

(a) Progress report on the utilization of pledges for 1985 and 1936;

(b) Projects and activities for the 1907 Pledging Conference.

19. Staff and administrative questions.
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20. Preparations for the thirtieth anniversary of ECAs Theme and programme

of observance.

21= Any other business..

22. Date and venue.of the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole.

23. Adoption of the report.

24. Closure of the meeting.

C. ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS

Opening addresses

12. In his opening address Comrade Mersie Ijigu3 Member of the Central Committee

of the Workers1 Party of Ethiopia and Minister in charge of General Planning in the

Office of the National Committee for Central Planning-, welcomed delegates and

observers to Addis Ababs and to the eighth meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole on behalf of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia9 the Government

and people of Ethiopia9 and on his own behalf. He wished the delegates success in

their deliberations and assured them that everything would be done to make their

stay a pleasant and rewarding one.

13. The meeting was takinp place in the aftermath of a widespread and devastating

drought in Africa's historys and at a time of unrealized growth expectations* While

agriculture had benefited from the generally good weather^ GDPS in real termss had

declined from 3.0 per cent in 1905 to only 1.2 per cent in 1986. Further^ commodity

prices were falling,, the terms of trade declining and the deficit on current

account rose from CU3 7.1 billion in 1985 to $U3 21.5 billion in 1986. Such trends

underlined the structural nature of Africa's economic problems s which had given

ground to the reaffirrnation by Africa's Heads of State and Government of their

commitment to the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action for the inplenentation of

the Monrovia Strategy for the Development of Africa through the adoption of Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER)9 in 1985. No one

African country could solve those problems alone5 hence the need for concerted

action towards individual and collective self-reliance.

14. Reviewing the achievements since the adoption of APPER and.the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Developmentt 1936-1990
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(UN-PAAERD) within the context of the Conference theme "towards recovery and

development"9 he noted that Africa had been self-critical of its domestic policies

and that privatization appeared to be gaining importance as a panacea for Africa's

economic ills. Caution needed to be exercised because while a private sector

investment policy might be necessary9 it was not a condition for effective

private sector participation- Secondly, inefficiency was not inherent in the

public ownership of capital or state enterprises but in the economic management

instruments used. Thirdly9 it would be erroneous to associate planned management

of the economy with inefficiency and free markets with high levels of efficiency■

For examples planned management of the economy permitted co-ordinated investment

decisions in advance of commitment of resources.

15. Comrade Mersie reported on efforts being csade in the implementation of the

second phase 1986-1989 of his country's Ten-Year Perspective Development Plan

which was putting Ethiopia on a course of recovery and growth. That plan

conformed to the objectives of APPERS and recorded priority to the alleviation

of the shortage of food, the promotion of food self-sufficiency and the develop

ment of supporting sectors such as transport and communicationsB industry and

water resources development. Other objectives of that plan included diversificat

ion of the narrow export base and combating drought through short-s nedium-

and long-term measures.

16. The Executive Secretary welcomed all participants to EGA headquarters and

to the meeting. He thanked the representative of the Government of Socialist

Ethiopia for his willingness to officiate at the opening ceremony. He seized

the opportunity to pay once more his homage to His Excellency5 Comrade Mengistu

Haile Mariams General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party

of Ethiopias Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Councils and

Commander-in-Chief of the. Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia*

Socialist Ethiopia's longstanding9 sustained and unflinching dedication and

support to the idea and ideals for which the Commission stood had stood the

Commission in good stead.

17. The meeting^, he saids was taking place almost two years after the adoption

of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recoverys 1986-1990 (APPER). It

was also TEPCOW7s first ordinary session since the adoption^ by the General

Assembly at its Special Session held in May/June 19362 of the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery £nd Develoonent* 1986-1990
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(UN-PAAERD). He noted with satisfaction that since both APP]ER and UN-PAAERD were

adopted9 there had been, in a growing number of African countries concrete steps

towards the redefinition of problems and priorities and the introduction of

measures aimed less at short-term stabilization and more at medium-terr:, development

Domestic policy reforms designed tc rehabilitate and revitalize the agricultural

sector had been particularly significant,

18. Those had been encouraging developments, but as he had said on 2 January

1987 in his end-of-year preliminary assessment of the performance of the African

economy in 1986 and the prospects for 1987s there was a minimum policy package

which every African country must continue to pursue to sustain the momentum for

recovery and development that had already been initiated. That package included

intensification of efforts at domestic resource mobilization; rationalization

of public investment policies and inprovement in the management of the economy;

better management of the foreign debt and external assistance in general and the

strengthening of measures aimed at restraining debt accumulation? consolidation

of African co-operation? and, initiation of earnest discussions and negotiations

with development partners at the highest level with a view to giving concreteness

and precision to the various commitments entered into in the UK-PAAERD.

19. The African region wass in economic terms, distinctly marginally better than

it had been a few years before. That was largely ,due to the general improvement

in weather conditions. Howevers domestic effortss especially the structural

reform process, had also been particularly crucial„ Tho external environment

had however continued to exert a dampening effect on African economic performance.

It was to be noted with concern that there was vary little evidence of concrete

international measures that had been taken in direct response to the commitments

made by the international community in UN-PAAERD,

20. In reviewing Africa's economic performance in 19869 the Executive Secretary

noted that total regional output grew by only 1.2 per cent, which contrasted

unfavourably with the relatively strong recovery of 3 per cent realized in 19S5.

External factors such as the collapse of oil prices and weakness in the metal

market which had a devastating effect on performance in the developing African

oil and mineral exporting countriess were mainly responsible for the lower rate

of growth registered in 1936. The favourable impact of developments in agriculture
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was felt across the continent particularly in the group cf non-oil exporting

African countries and that of the African least developed countries which achieved

their best overall results since the beginning of the current decade. That was

an indication that measures taken to strengthen the agricultural sector were

starting to pay off. The food crisis was however not yet over. Some countries

especially in Southern Africa still depended on food imports to augment domestic

supplies.

21. In 19369 overall performance of the manufacturing sector remained un

impressive. Total export earnings fell by an estiiaated 29 per cent from

$US 64.0 billion to $US 46.C billion. The trade deficit was about $US 7.1

billion against the surplus of ?US 5.9 billion recorded in 1985 and the payments

position was severely aggravated by growing dabt repayment obligations.

22. For 1937, the forecast was for the gross, domestic product (GDP) to grow

by 2=5 per cent in a base scenario. A more optimistic scenario had yielded

an overall rate cf growth of GDP in 1987 of between 3 and 4 per cent. The road

to recovery and development was therefore still paved with formidable challenges

that called for sustained and assiduous efforts on the part of African countries,

and the translations by the international community, of the compact it had

entered into with member States of the region, within the framework of UH-PAAERD,

into concrete deeds.

23. That was the setting in which the eighth meeting of the Technical

Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) was taking; place and the Executive

Secretary had no doubt that it was the primary concern of members of the Committee

that the little gains realized in the previous several months would be con-
■ - -* ■ -'

solidated and built upon,

24. The provisional agenda before the meeting was necessarily crowded since it

was the task of TEPCOW to consider the whole spectrum of development questions

that were the concern of the Commission. The Committee would be reviewing the

current economic trends and perspectives for the region. It was also its task

to review and appraise progress in the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD with

a view to coming up with practical, well-though-out recommendations for

maintaining, indeed intensifying the momentum for the accelerated implementation

of those programmes. To assist the ornmittee in those tasks the secretariat

had inter alia prepared document E/ECA/CK.13/5 which was based on a questionnaire

sent out to member States.
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25. The Committee was also to consider, in turns the irajor sectors beginning

with the all-important food and agriculture sector on which the Committee was

provided with eight policy documents covering diverse aspects of agricultural

productions policy and management issues; implementation of the Lagos Plan of

Action and the World Conference on Agrarian reform and Rural Development?

promotion of food security and reduction of food losses," and mobilization of

technological and financial resources.

26. In the area of natural resources development the Executive Secretary said

that the secretariat was working, within the framework of the Fourth UNDP Regional

Programming Cycle for Africas towards a major breakthrough in the area of river

basin development in terms of assisting member States and their intergovernmental

organizations in the formulation and implementation of comprehensive projects

and programmes to harness the enormous resource potentials that were known to

exist in Africa's many lakes and rivers and a study on the subject was before

the Committee for its considered review,

27. The building of a strong industrial base was a necessary prerequisite for

the generation of the dynamic forces for structural transformation and for self-

reliant and self-sustaining growth and development. It was therefore to be

noted with concern that very little progress had been made in the implementation

of the programme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (IDDA).

1980-1990.

28. With regard to the issues before the Committee in the area of transport

and communicationss the Executive Secretary drew the attention of the Committee

to three important substantive documents which were before it. Those were the

progress report on the second phase programme of the United Nations Transport

and Communications Decade in Africa (UKTACDA), the report of the IBRD/ECA/UNDP

transport study for Africa^, south of the Sahara^ and the priority transport and

communications programme for land-locked African countries.

29. The Executive Secretary dwelt on the implied needs for regional economic

co-operation and integration and made the point that it was high time that& in

view of the amply demonstrated non-viability and increasing unsustainability of

Africa's current external patterns of economic relationss- the need for member

States to forego short-term national interests for . longer tern subregional

and regional benefits had become particularly urgent. He appealed for enhanced
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and sustained government support fors and effective utilization of, the existing

and potential framework for multi-country collaboration. One important component

of that framework was the Commission's various Multinational Programming and

Operational Centres (MULPOCs)9 the annual reports of whose policy organs the

Committee would be examining. He reminded the mooting that the role of the

MJLPOCs could be particularly significant if their capabilities were substantially

strengthened and focused on the identification and the promotion of the

implementation of inter-country projects.

30. Other sectoral issues that the Committee had to consider and on which the

Executive Secretary expounded., included issues in social developments the

development of environmental capabiliticss and trade and development.

31. With regard to the task of the Committee in respect of programme planning,

monitoring and evaluations the Executive Secretary drew the attention of the

Committee to the proposed programme of work and priorities for the biermium

1988-1989 and the proposals for the Medium-term Plan 1990-1995. He noted that

the most important assignment in the terms of reference of the Committee was

to prepare the Corap.issionfs work programmes on the basis of various legislative

mandates. Moreover,, the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPC) B had

always stressed the importance of the participation of the subsidiary bodies of

the Economic and Socir.l Council - the sectoral organs and the regional commissions-

in the formulation of the Medium-term Plan and of the programme aspects of the

budget and had ^one to the extent of recommending that the functional or. regional

intergovernmental bodies concerned, should consider work programmes and Medium-

term Plans prior.to their review by CPC. In their consideration of the proposed

Programme of Work and Priorities for 1988-1939 and the draft Medium-term Plan

for 1990-1995 therefore;, members of TEPCOW had the responsibility to make clear

recommendations on the determination of priorities^, the initiatives proposed by

the secretariat; and the identification of activities which were proposed for

termination or curtailment.

32. The question of review of intergovernmental machineries had been one of

the' fundamental issues addressed by the- Group of HigHKLevel Intergovernmental

Experts appointed by the General Assembly of the United Nations to review the

administrative and financial functioning of the Organization. It was the task

of the Commission at its present session to review its own intergovernmental

structure and functioning with a view to making concrete proposals on measures

for rationalizing and simplifying them.
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33. The Executive1 Secretary finally referred to the singular importance of the

sixth Pledging Conference of the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development (UNTFAD) which was scheduled to take place during the current

session of the Commission. The Pledging Conference was particularly important

in view of the diminishing regular budget resources. He also drew the attention

of the members of the Corxnittee to the need to commemorate ECA's thirtieth

anniversary in 1938.

34. On behalf of the outgoing Chairnans the representative of Cameroons

Mr, G. Sao9 welcomed participants to the meeting. He requested Comrade Kersie

Ijifcu, Member of the Workers' Party of Ethiopia and Ministers in charge of

General Planning in the Office of the National Committee for Central Planning,

to convey to His Excellencys Comrade Mengistu Haile Kariams General Secretary

of the Central Committee of the Workers1 Party of Ethiopia, Chairman of the

Provisional Military Administrative Councils and CoMaander-in-Chief of the

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Socialist Ethiopia, the appreciation of the

Committee for the hospitality extended to participants. On behalf of the

Committees he expressed his thanks to Professor Adebayo Adedejis Executive

Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa for his untiring efforts3 his

commitment to African development and the devotion with which he was carrying

out his duties.

35. He noted that the seventh meeting of TEPCOW which was held in YaoundeB

Cameroon., had taken place in a climate of apprehension. That climate hads

howevers also held some promise in that it came just before the finalization

of the African document submitted to the United Nations General Assembly during

its Special Session on the critical economic situation in Africa in May/June

1986. At the Special SessionB African countries had solemnly pledgeds before

the international communitys to deal resolutely with the problems of economic

rehabilitations recovery and development facing them- On its part, the

international conanunity had committed itself to providing concrete support for

the efforts and saLcri£ie»e that the African countries had themselves declared

they would undertake.

36. Despite these commitments, the international environment had not improved

in any substantial waye If anything., every indication was that it had worsened.

The prices of Africa's raw materials had continued to decline. The debt

servicing burden had continued to increase. What was more, the hones of holdinp
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an international conference on African external indebtedness were fast receding.

However, African countries were not to resign themselves to the situation or to

shy away from the objectives set in Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery., 1986-1990 because Africa had no other choice but to counts first and

foremost, on its own strength and resources.

37. In conclusion, the representative of Cameroon thanked members of the Bureau

for the assistance they had given to the Chairman9 the ECA secretariat for its

co-operation and support which had enabled the Bureau to carry out its responsibi

lities, and the members of the Committee for having elected Cameroon as Chairman.

He wished the meeting every success.

Vote of thanks

38. The representative of the Republic of Djibouti moved a vote of thanks to the

Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia for the warm welcome accorded to

participants and for the excellent facilities placed at their disposal.

Review and appraisal of the economic situation in Africa-, 1935-1986 and

perspectives for 1987 ''agenda item 4)

Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa., 1985-1986 [agenda item 4'(a)]

ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa, 1987 [agenda item 4 (b) ]

)■.".■ ■- ' ■ ■

39. A representative of the ECA secretariat introduced the Purvey of Economic and

Social Conditions in Africa, 1935-1986. In doing so, he outlined the main findings

of the survey. The overall regional rate of growth of 3=0 per cent in GDP recorded

in 1985 fell to 1.2 per cent in 1986. The decline was attributed to external factors,

mainly the fall in commodity prices? in particular for petroleum, agricultural

commodities except coffees and mineral products. Consequently, consumption and

savings had stagnated while capital formation decreased. There were substantial

deficits in the current account. The mounting debt burden would continue to be a

major problem in the immediate future. On the basis of different assumptions regarding

the external economic environment and changes in domestic policy parameters '9 overall

rate of growth of GDF was estimated to range between 2.5 per cent in a low growth

scenario and 4.0 per cent in a high growth scenario in 1987. The Survey included a

chapter on social issues and the coverage of the statistical appendix'had been

extended.
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40. The representative of the African Development Bank presented the ECA/ADB

Economic Report on Africa, 19S7, lie stated that the aim of the joint efforts

of ECA and ABB to produce annual economic reports, was to provide on an annual

basis, descriptive and analytical accounts of recent economic developments in

Africas make preliminary forecasts, analyse general development problem and

focus on one topical development issue in each report.

41; The first part of the report dealt with Africa's current economic develop

ment trends while the second part considered the constraints and problems .

related to domestic resource mobilization in Africa. It is argued in the ■> ..

report that although the saving potential in Africa had recently deteriorated9

there were untapped resources which needed to be explored. The magnitude and-

rate of savings depended crucially on policy and institutional reforms designed

to increase..resource mobilization in spite.of the numerous constraints and

depressed per capita incomes. Both the African Development Bank and the United

Nations Economic Commission for Africa had long stressed the importance of

enhancing the saving-investment process for growth in Africa. The study had

identified four key areas in which policy concentration was called for. in an

effort to improve domestic resource mobilization in Africa, The four areas

were the promotion of the growth of aggregate -incomes s the stimulation and

diversification of exportss the pursuit of prudent fiscal policies and the'

co-ordination of activities with central and commercial banks,

42. In the ensuing discussion; various participants commended the secretariats

ot ECA and ADB for the comprehensivenesss relevance and the high analytical1

quality of the documents.. On the basis of the analysis contained in the

documents a number of issues were taken up by the participants9 notably Africa's

external debt and the gathering momentum of structural adjustment and economic

reform measures. ■..■.■. ■

43. Participants acknowledged the gravity of the problems posed by Africa's

external debt which precluded the attainment of reasonable growth in the absence

of an adequate inflow of financial resources to Africa from outside. The debt

problems of African countries were so difficult that major efforts with regard

to the improvement of productivity would be required by African countries in
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order to surmount those problems. Participants referred to the structural

adjustment and stabilization programmes so far adopted by some African countries.

Some participants felt that there was a need for African countries to share their

experiences with regard to successes and failures of those reform programmes.

44. Amendments were sought by a number of participants with a view to enhancing

the technical quality of the Survey. It was noted that in paragraph ls the

opening clause gave the impression that the drought had ended in 1935. Parti

cipants felt that the return of normal rainfall did not necessarily imply the

end of. the current drought cycle in Africa. Pockets of drought still existed

in certain parts of the continent. One participant suggested that reference

made in paragraph 1 of the document to a particular member of OPEC was uncalled

for. The participants maintained that the effects of a decline in export revenues

caused by falling oil prices were not unique to African countries, the statement

in paragraph 8 of the document was therefore an exaggeration. Other participants

provided information to reflect the actual realities in their countries as

against what was stated in paragraphs 40, 44, 48, 164, 178, 227, 229 and 231 of the

Survey. One participant objected to an error resulting 'from confusion with respect to

the geography of the area through which one of the road projects mentioned in

paragraph 354 of the Survey passed. Ee insisted that the error should be

corrected. The substance of paragraph 372 was also questioned with regard to

UNTACDA projects and in that connection, the meeting felt that it should concentrate

on the technical rather than the political aspects of the projects mentioned in

paragraph 372.

45. The observer of ICAO commented on the statistical tables of the Survey. He

spoke on the potential role of air transport in promoting African agricultural

exports and the need for a better management of Africa's airlines and civil

aviation infrastructure. He also stressed the need for member States to pay

attention to the enormous losses being incurred by individual African airlimes

since such losses could not be sustained for a long time.

46, In reacting to the various remarks made by the participants, the representative

of the EGA secretariat assured them. that the amendments they had suggested would be

taken into account. The secretariat had great difficulty in getting the required

data from member States., He appealed to countries to increase their support to

the secretariat in that regard. The Executive Secretary assured the meeting that

the geographical error contained in paragraph 354 would be corrected.
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Progress in the implementation of the United nations Programme of Action for

African Economic Recovery and Development, 19C6-1990 (UN-PAAERD) and Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER) (agenda item 5)

47. Under this item,, the secretariat introduced two documents E/ECA/CM.. 13/5 and

E/ECA/CM.13/57 entitled respectively "Progress in the implementation of Uft-PAAERD

and APPER" and "An information note on the international conference on UN-PAAERD and

its implementation". The representative of the secretariat informed the

Committee that subsequent to the issuance of a questionnaire on the implementation

of UN-PAAERD and APPER, the Second Extraordinary Session of the ECA Conference of

Ministers had requested ECA to make an in-depth analysis of the results of the

questionnaire. The completed study was based on thirty responses that had been

received by the beginning of April 1957.

48. The representative of the secretariat outlined the highlights of the results

of the analysis of the questionnaires which were in five parts namely: general

issues; immediate measures, short- and medium-term measures; financial resource

mobilization and modalitiesj and mechanisms for implementing and monitoring of

APPER and the UN-PAAERD. Under general issues, the most striking finding was

that the private sector had generally not yet been brought into the process of

implementing the two programmeso However, the basic elements of APPER had been

adequately incorporated in the national development planss and existing national

programmes had been realigned with the strategies and policies of APPER and

UN-PAAERD. Re indicated that many African countries had adopted programmes of

stabilization (43 per cent)s structural adjustment (70 per cent) and overall

economic rehabilitation (17 oer cent).

49. As for immediate measures, the analysis showed that 50 per cent of the

countries had created and/or maintained national emergency preparedness mechanisms

while 27 per cent planned to do so by 1990 and 23 per cent had no plan to deal

with the issue. 47 per cent of the countries had instituted effective early-

warning systems while another 27 per cent planned setting up one by 1990. The

most disappointing element related to measures to reverse the brain-drain which

had been undertaken by only 23 per cent of the responding countries while 47 per

cent had no plans- to undertake such measures. That was worrisome as the brain-

drain had a major impact on development. However, it was encouraging that all
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countries indicated that they had undertaken (9C per cent) or planned to undertake

(10 per cent) reafforestation programmes. Similarly9 many countries had made

efforts to control deforestation (77 per cent) and soil erosion and/or salination

(63 per cent). Another highlight was that of exchange rate adjustments which

had been undertaken by 53 per cent of countries and were planned by another

7 per cent.

50. With respect to shcrt- and medium-term measures, the analysis showed that

there were wide disparities in the measures adopted. On the lower end of the

range were measures like production of spare parts adopted by only 27 per cent of

countries; land reclamation (37 per cent); provision of incentives to encourage

rural savings (47 per cent); and land reform (50 per cent). At the upper end of

the range were policies like encouraging the private sector (80 per cent);

intensification of efforts to promote mast literacy (£3 per cent); and improving

the management of the economy (87 per cent) : .

51. In the area of financial resource mobilization, the most important elements

that had been adopted by countries included efficient utilization of resources

(93 per cent), measures to increase foreign aid (80 per cent)5 measures to

improve the investment climate (80 per cent)i and export promotion (70 per cent).

Regarding the modalities and mechanisms for implementing and monitoring the

programmess the analysis showed that most countries that responded had adopted

mechanisms for project planning9 overall plan monitoring, arid for monitoring the

flows utilization and repayment of foreign assistance and for popular participation,

However, very few countries reported any existence of or plan to have an ad hoc

consultation mechanism for APPER.

52. Another representative of the secretariat outlined the activities undertaken

by the United Nations system and briefed the meeting on the planned international

Conference on UN-PAAERD and its implementation. In highlighting the main

initiatives, he first outlined the efforts that the Secretary-General of the

United Nations had continued to make in conformity with the mandate given to

him in the UN-PAAERE. These included (a) further sensitization of the

international community to the needs and priorities of Africaj (b) mobilization

of support to attain the objective.! of the programmes (c) establishment of a
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steering committee responsible for organizing and stimulating action by the

United Nationss promoting consultations with the international community,

reviewing and reporting developments at national, regional and international

levels and proposing other appropriate initiatives; (d) appointment of

Ambassador Stephen Lewis of Canada to advise and assist particularly in the

mobilization of support of the international community; and (e) formation of

a special group of ten "Eminent Persons" to advise the Secretary-General on the

financial situation of hard-pressed African countries facing a new crisis due

to a steep decline in commodity prices.

53. He informed the committee that the Steering Committee had set up as its

operational arm, a United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the Follow-up on

the Implementation of UN-PAAERD chaired by the Executive Secretary of ECA.

The core membership of that Task Force was composed of ECA, FA09 IFADS IL0,

UNESCO, UNDP, UNICEF, UKCTAD, WFP, the World Bank and ADB. The different

agencies of the United Nations had also initiated a number of activities in

support of the UN Programme of Action. Examples included UNESCO which was

reviewing its programme to stress the components such as education science

and technology, culture and human sciences that were directly relevant to

UN-PAAERD; UNDP which was reorienting its operations so as to contribute more

effectively; FAO whose current activities were directly derived from the priority

areas of the programme; IFAD which had set up a $US 300 million Special Fund for

sub-Saharan African countries affected by drought and desertification; ILO which

had conducted a review of food programmes in relation to UN-PAAERD; and UNCTAB

which had established a Task Force on UN-PAAERD. As for ECA9 efforts continued

to be made to assist member States with the implementation and monitoring of

UN-PAAERD, The Secretary-General of the United Nations had instructed all the

agencies and bodies of the United Nations system to use UN-PAAERD as the basis

of formulating their work programmes for the biennium 1988-1989 and ECA had

given special.attention to the priorities of the UN Programme of Action in the

formulation of. its proposed programme of work for the 1988-1989 biennium. The

representative of the secretariat further informed the meeting that to meet the

needs for information related to UN-PAAERD, the United Nations had started

publishing a newsletter entitled "Africa Recovery", It was also envisaged to

publish a more substantive quarterly journal on recovery and development in Africa.



E/KCA/CM.13/5C

Page 21

54, With regard to the conference on UF-PAAERD, the representative of the

secretariat indicated that there were two conferences scheduled to be held in

1987 on the themes of (a) Africa: The Challenge of Economic Recovery and

Accelerated Development; and (b) The Human Dimension of Africa!s Economic

Recovery and Development. The first conference would be held in Abujas Nigeria,

from 15 to 19 June 1987 with confirmed funding from the Nigerian Government,

UNDPS Ford Foundation, the Commonwealth Secretariats SIDA and CIDA. The second

meeting which would be held in Libreville, Gabon, from 12 to 15 October 1987 was

a UF system activity under the auspices of the Inter-Agency Task Force and UN

Steering Committee en the Follow-up on the UN-PAAERD.

55. The Executive Secretary of ECA pointed out that the questionnaire which had

been sent to all ECA member States had been answered so far by 31 countries one

having been received since the analysis contained in the report presented was

completed. He appealed to the remaining I1) countries to send their replies so

that the secretariat could draw up a full picture of the progress in the

implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD for submission to the OAU meeting of Heads

of State and Government and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations as

input for the preparation of his report to the forthcoming General Assembly of

the United Nations. He noted that there were some encouraging signs regarding

external resources. It wass indeed, in that context that the UN Secretary-

General had decided to appoint the "Eminent Persons" group. He further noted

that while the drought crisis had improved, there were still some countries that

remained affected by drought situation. In generalf there was need for vigilance

to focus attention within and outside Africa on Africa's recovery. To that effect

every effort should be made to put Africa's recovery to the international

community as a number one agenda item. Regarding debt, he noted that the debt

issues were now before the Development Committee of the IMF and the World Bank,

It was encouraging that such issues which were raised in Africa's submission to

the Special Session of the United Nations on Africa had already been takers up by

the international community.
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56. Many representatives congratulated the secretariat for the quality and

clarity of the documents. They further appealed to the countries that had not

answered the questionnaire to do so urgently., A representative explained that

his country had answered the'questionnaire^ submitted a copy to the MULPOC in

his own subregion and had sent another copy directly to theECA secretariat.

Another representative requested to know the 19 countries that still had.to

answer the questionnaire*. Overall; many representatives pointed out that the

response of 31 countries was a clear.manifestation of Africa's seriousness in

implementing APPER and UN-PAAEED especially in view of the fact that it was

hardly a year since the programme was adopted,

57. Regarding the analysis of the responses to the questionnaires many

representatives pointed to the need to also assess the response of the international

community including multilateral agencies as the UN Programme of Action had

placed specific demands on both the African Governments and the international

community,. It was also important to give due attention to the work of subregional

groupings in Africa. From the analysiss it seemed clear that the African

countries were taking the ri^ht-steps in the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD,

In that contextB some representatives informed the Committee about the priorities

and stabilization policies adopted by their countries which were in line with the

programmes especially as regards agriculture and rural development. In agri- , ,

culture9 it was also -advisable to focus on women and evaluate the contribution^,

of that group cJf tne population which played a .basic, role-especially in .food .......

production. HoweverB some delegates felt that there was need to be cautious .

since sone of the actions and mechanisms referred to in the analysis could have

been taken prior to the adoption, of APPER and UN-PAAERD,. Also, the answers might .

just reflect the subjective judgement of .the respondents or might be representing

wishes rather-than actual actions, It was therefore important for ECA to make a

review'of whether such actions were really reflected in the development planss

budget speeches or sessional papers of the countries° A representative referred

to the importance of the private sector but noted that it might require time to

find out the information on the sector in relation to APPER and UN-PAAERDo
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58. Many representatives raised questions and made observations on the issue of

resource mobilization. Indeed, the section on resource mobilization needed to

be given particular attention in the analysis, given the proportion of the cost

of implementing APPER that had to be financed from domestic resources and the

fact that there was as yet no significant increase in the net inflow of external

resources. Thus, efforts by African countries to mobilize savings should be

paramount and external assistance should only be seen as complementary.

59. In that contexts a representative wondered as to what the chances were for

Africa to mobilize domestically the $US 80 billion as envisaged particularly in

view of the debt problems. Another representative raised a number of issues

regarding domestic resource mobilization and wondered whether ECA should not

undertake work in that area. Firstly, the role of the banking system in mobiliz

ing savings needed to be examined. It would, for example, be useful to study

the portfolio mixes of private banks as they tended to have a conservative bias

against agricultural programmes which they considered as risky ventures.

Secondly, the role of the non-banking system should be strengthened. African

countries should develop capital markets and stock exchange institutions although

it was recognized that that was constrained by the fact that the governments

tended to be the major investors, Possibilities nevertheless existed especially

through governments divesting themselves of non-profitable parastatals. Thirdly,

ECA should analyse the practices of deficit financing to determine how such

resources were utilized and examine if deficit financing could be positively

exploited. He observed that to consider exports as a source of saving was only

tenable if the level of imports was fully taken into account. Also the

incidence of tax should not be against and injurious to the poor and the rural

population. Another representative wondered whether it was not incongruous to talk

of the p6verty*-stricken rural areas and at the same time talk of rural savings.

He also observed that in spite of rumours of promising prospects regarding the

debt issues, it had to be stressed that no foreign government however generous,

or a multilateral agency however well equipped, could guarantee. Africa's

development.
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60. A representative raised the question of drought and warned that it would be

a mistake to consider that the drought was over. There were countries that were

still affected by drought. In addition, the drought phenomenon was cyclic and

could recur. That was why there were intergovernmental organizations like CILSS

and IGADD. In fact, there was need to think of effective measures to get a

lasting solution to the drought problem.

61. With regard to the activities of the UN system, many representatives

commended the actions taken by the Secretary-General of the United Mations.

The efforts of ECA such as the questionnaire were very encouraging. Some

representatives also expressed their appreciation regarding the planned

Conference on the Human Resources Dimension pointing out that9 after all,

development was about people* A representative.> hovever3 noted that the

expected participation was not very original. Given the need to deal with the

cultural aspects in economics, there was a need to seek inspiration and new

ideas from the rural people who had not been heard. Indeed there was a general

need to change strategies in that direction.

62. A representative sought clarification on whether the joint meeting of the

African subregicnal groupings in the framework of the UNDP Fourth Programming

Cycle was going to be convened* Another representative asked why the documents

referred to APPER since the programme to be discussed in an ECA meeting was the

UN-PAAERD. He proposed that APPER should be deleted from the documents. Since

his country had not participated in the adoption of APPER, he would have to make

reservations on that programme. .

63. The observer from UNIDO gave an account of what his organization was doing

towards the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD. URIDO hads in 1SS69 carried

out a major review of its operations in Africa to orient them towards the

objectives of APPER and UN-PAAEPD. That exercise resulted in a special paper

which was submitted to the eighth meeting of the Conference of-African Ministers

of Industry held in Bujumbura, Burundi, in September 1986. The Ministers had

welcomed the initiative taken by UNIDO and called on that organization to continue

its efforts in that direction. He added that UNIDO was currently finalizing an

internal action plan aimed at refining its operations in Africa within the frame

work of IDDA in such a way as to reflect to the maximum their close correlation

with APPER and UN-PAAEKD, Among the major activities of UNIDO which were also
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priority areas under AFPEF. 2nd UH-PAAERD were^ human resources development;

mobilization of financial resources: industrial rehabilitation; utilization of

domestic raw materials; intermediate inputs and spare parts; and industrial,

policy review and orientation. The observer referred to UKIDO's past and

present co-operation with ECA and other UP organizations and reaffirmed the

readiness of his organization to extend that co-operation to the Steering

Committee and the Inter-agency Task Force,

64. The observer from UNESCO emphasized his organization's efforts in education

in rural areas in which it had carried out a number of studiess seminars and

workshops on measures to. facilitate access to all types and levels of education

for children, young people and adults in rural areas. UNESCO gave technical

support to educational content and strategies as means of improving education

quality and relevance to rural population. Experimental projects on village

schools and rural development had been launched. Also, subregional and

national seminars on training of teachers for secondary level agricultural

education were organized in 1986 along with support to national institutions to

improve the quality of higher agricultural education. The observer pointed to

the close collaboration between UNESCO, FAOS UNICEF and ILO, In co-operation

with UNICEF, operational seminars for national primary education decision-

makers in the framework of the Regional Frogramme for the Eradication of

Illiteracy in Africa had been held.

65. The observer from UNDP; in answer to a question regarding the activities

for the UKDP "Fourth Programming Cycle 8i informed the Conmittee that UJ3BP had

approved an amount of $US 300,000 for the undertaking of joint SCA/UI^P

missions to UDEAC, EqCAS* -CEAG, ECOWAS, PTAS SADCC, CEPGL, Indian Ocean

Commission, Mano River Union, OMVG, OMVS, Kiger Basin Authority, Lake Chad

Organization and the Kagera Basin Organization with a view to discussing with

them possible integration projects. The draft projects prepared as - a result

of the discussions had been discussed with UN agencies in Kerne, Geneva and

Vienna. A joint invitation had been sent by UNPP and ECA to the subregional

organizations concerned, the OAU and certain specialized UK agencies for their

participation in a meeting that would examine the reports of the missions and

the proposed projects. That meeting was due to take place in Addis Ababa,

from 27 to 29 April 1987.
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f6. The observer from the World Food Council (NFC) referred to General Assembly

resolution 41/191 in which-UFC was specifically called upon to stimulate progress

and contribute actively to the implementation of the food policy and programme

components of the UK-PAAEED, Fe pointed to the Berlin Ministerial Round Table

held in 1987 which focused on food, security in Africa and which a number of

African Ministers of Agriculture attended. It had become clear.that the strong

efforts of the African countries had been hampered by the slow response of the

international community. The WFC, like ECAS believed in effective South-South

co-operation both among African countries and between them and other developing

regions. The FFC also worked closely with UFDP which had organized three

subregional meetings on food and agriculture within the framework of TCAC and

TCDC. Finally, he informed the Committee of the forthcoming thirteenth

ministerial session of WFC to be held ir Beijing, China, from 8 to 11 June 1987

and appealed to the African countries particularly those that were currently

members of the Council to turn up in force in Beijing,

67. The observer from the IMF noted that African countries deserved to be

congratulated for the success achieved during the past year in coping with

their econonic and financial problems. The role played by the IMF was well

known. In this context, he raade reference to the Structural Adjustment Facility

which was established in 1986, providing for close to $US 3 billion of financial

assistance to low-income countries facing serious balance-of-payments problems

and adopting adjustment programmes. A number of African countries had

benefited from that Facility,, and about one-third of African countries had

concluded borrowing arrangements with the IMF. In addition,, even in countries

that were not borrowing from the IMF, the Fund had contributed to the improve

ment of their economies through its impact on the quality of econonic management.

68, External debt was a major..problem, with implications for economic

possibilities, in the near term,, The situation for several African countries

was further complicated by the fact that they were in arrears tp the IMF in

respect of previous borrowingss thereby making it difficult,for them to benefit

from further financial assistance from the IMF. A number of proposals had been

made towards alleviation of the external debt burden. Those proposals needed

careful study, and those that had been referred for study by the staff of the

Fund and the World Bank would be carefully examined= ,
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69. As regards exchange rate management, a subject actively discussed on previous

occasions under the auspices of ECA, the IMF welcomed the convergence of views on

the point that changes of prices in Africa (whether of coffee or of a currency) did

produce the appropriate responses on the side of supply and demand.

70. In reply to some of the questions and observations, the Executive Secretary

thanked the delegates for their useful comments. The ECA secretariat would bear

the comments in mind in its future work. He informed the Committee that ECA would

be submitting an annual assessment of the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD as

there was a need tc show Africa's determination and credibility that the region was

implementing its programme. Thus, the future Surveys of Social and Economic Conditions

in Africa would focus on certain specific issues of relevance to APPER and UN-PAAERD.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations had also to submit a progress report on

the UN-PAAERD to the 42nd and 43rd sessions of the General Assembly. Work on the

report was in progress. The Executive Secretary also read out the list of countries

that had not answered the questionnaire. Those could be deduced from paragraph 10

of document E/ECA/CM.13/5 which listed the 30 countries that had responded although

another country had replied since the document was prepared. He also confirmed that

the joint meeting of African subregional organizations would be convened in Addis

Ababa, from 27 to 29 April 1987.

71. In summing up the debate, the Chairman noted that the Committee had taken note

of the reports. He emphasized that, as the Executive Secretary ha^ pointed out, there

was an urgent need to got the ongoing intensive activities and spirit of African

recovery to the notice of the international community. The African countries them

selves should continue to deploy further efforts to ensure the solution of Africa's

problems. The report- on the progress in the implementation'of APPER and UN-PAAERD

should be seen as interim and needed to be supplemented. It was therefore essential

that all countries that had not responded to the questionnaire did so urgently. It

was also,essential to find out what the international community was doing in respect

cf the UN-PAAERD. Indeed, it was apparent from the debate that there were' lingering

doubts as to external assistance. Three basic points had to be underscored. Firstly,

efforts were needed tc make the international community aware of the demands that

UN-PAAERD placed on them so that they could start to effectively implement assistance.

Secondly, African countries needed to apply themselves using their own resources so

as to move in the desired direction. Thirdly, the question of domestic resource

mobilization had to be stressed-and acceptable solutions had to be found to the

problems that the Committee and the ADB/ECA report had raised.

72. The Committee adopted draft resolutions,. 15 (VIII), 17 (VIII), 25 (VIII) and
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T^S-Situatio^^f^fo^d^and^a^ric^lture^in Africa (agenda item 6)

(a) !Jte2ort_on_tte_i^lerantatton_of_the_food and agricultural aspects of

of

for improved forest

SSGSS^YE^iSSiJBK^SS?!?^ and_develogment in Africa

5S£2^_2£-5_5H5YSZ_2£_52£i5!I^H£5i research and programmes for

i ^n the. African region

recommendations of the World

2:E5Liy} 5:ural Development in the Lusaka

based_MULPOC subregion

and Technological

and Agricultural Production in Africa

^J^ African countries to reduce food

1975-1985

(g) Report on a comparative study and analysis of ongoing food security

(h) t^!?ZH5f_£2ltSi^S-2D5-£5£5i2a[ systems: The case of Somalia and
the Sudan

73. By way of a general introduction of the issues before the meeting in the

food and agriculture sector, a representative of the secretariat said that in

spite of the praise-worthy steps taken by African countries within the frarrework

of the Lagos Plan of Action <LPA), Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery, 1986^1990 (APPER), United Nations Programme of Action for African Econo

mic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 (UW-PAAERD) and the World Conference on

Agrarian Reform and'kutal Development (WCARRD) and the encouraging results

attained so far in rehabilitating and revitalizing the food and agriculture

sector, there was absolutely no reason for complacency. The enormous potential

was there and the momentum generated had to be maintained. He explained that

the representation and discussion of the eight documents submitted to the meeting

would be organized around four main themes: Implementation of the LPA and promotion

pf food/security arid reducti6h)of'food losses? agricultural production policy and

management issues; and mobilization of technological and financial resources.
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Implementation of the_Lagos^Pl^_of_Action_^d_the_recomm^dations_of^WCARRD

74. Under this theme, a representative of the secretariat presented the following

reports:

(a) Report en the implementation of the food and agricultural aspects

of the Lagos Plan of Action (E/ECA/CM. 13/6) ,• and

(b) Report en the implementation of the recommendations of the World

Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD) in the Lusaka-based

MULPOC subregion (E/ECA/CM.13/9).

75. He recalled the aspects of the Lagos Plan of action and the recommendations of

the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development related to food and

agriculture. He analysed the major factors which facilitated or obstructed the

efforts of member States with regard to the implementation of the Plan, He observed

that in spite of the efforts made to implement the provisions of the Plan and of the

recommendations of VCARRD in that there was still a lot to be done in order to

meet the challenge posed by food and agriculture and by rural development in Africa.

In that regard, he .stressed the fact that efforts in those areas should be continued

with a special emphasis on the importance of support services to agriculture such

as research, and agricultural extension, and on the paramount role that women should

play in those areas. He stressed the need to draw lessons from the past and espe

cially to co-ordinate all activities in those areas at the national level in order

to derive maximum benefit from external assistance.

76. Following the presentation, the secretariat was congratulated for the excellent

quality of the two documents presented. The representative referred to document

E/ECA/CM. 13/6 and particularly to paragraphs 29 to 31 and observed that there was

need to adopt appropriate and practical technologies for farming in order to ease

the burden of rural men and women. The same representative further requested the

Committee to refer to paragraph 8 of document E/ECA/C*5,13/9 and to reflect on a

practical solution to the problem of wanton deforestation by taking account of the

development of wood-replacing fuels.

77. The Committee took note of the two renorts presented.
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Promotion of food security and reduction_of food losses

78. Under this theme another representative of the secretariat introduced the

following reports %

(a) Report on measures taken by the African countries to reduce food

losses over the period 1975-1935 (E/ECA/CM, 13/11) •? and

(b) Report on a comparative study and analysis of ongoing food security

programmes (e/eca/cm.13/12).

79. He explained that the two reports had been produced in response to ECA's

Work Programme as requested by member States and provided a brief background of

the issues covered in the reports„

80» The promotion of food security and the reduction of food losses had been

discussed at international fora since the Sahelian drought of the early 1970s,

and the concept of food security had since been broadened,, In the period before

1983, food security programmes concentrated mainly on adequate stocks of grain for

famines and emergencies. But since 1983, food security had been redefined to

mean that all people at all times had physical and economic access to the food

they needed which entailed addressing the issues of production, stability of

supplies and distribution. He pointed out that food security prospects were

favourable in the short term; doubtful in the medium term and very gloomy in the

long term. Revewing past and present efforts for food security, he noted that

while a lot had been done, that had not been enough and drew the attention of

the Committee to the recommendations contained in the documents pertaining to

measures at the national, subregional and international levels,

81. The Committee took note of the documents 7 endorsed the recommendations

contained therein and decided to include them in a draft resolution under food

and agriculture for the consideration of the Ministers.

Agricultural production policy and management issues

82. Under this heading, another representative of the secretariat presented the

following reports to the Committee :



E/ECA/CM.13'5^

Page 31

(a) Report on policy measures and institutions for improved forest

conservation, management and development (E/ECA/CM,13/7};

(b) Report on a survey of agricultural research and programmes for

livestock development in the African region (E/ECA/CM.13/8); and

(c) Land-use policies and farming systems: The case of Somalia and the

Sudan (E/ECA/CM,13/13).

83. The three reports had highlighted some of the most urgent agricultural deve

lopment problems,- especially those related to environmental degradation and

destruction of the eco-system. Therefore, they had emphasized the need for inte

grating and harmonizing developments in crop farming? livestock and forest

protection for better conservation and management of renewable resources. Focus

ing on the Miombo forests of East Africa, the largest forest eco-system in Africa,

south of the equator, covering seven countries,, document E/ECA/CM. 13/7 had shown the

alarming rate of disappearance of 200,000 ha per year in the Miombo forest cover.

The forests had been over-exploited and misused over many years. The report had

identified two particularly destructive fanning systems in the United Republic of

Tanzania and Zambia: the Chitemene shifting cultivation farming system which

required 40 ha of natural forests to support one person, and the tobacco farming

system in which it took 100 kg of wood to cure 1 kg of tobacco.

84. The report en livestock (E/ECA/CM.13/8) had provided an overview of developments

in that sector in Africa. It had demonstrated that growth in the production of meat

and other livestock products had failed to meet the increase in demand for livestock

products. In fact, Africa had since 1975 turned from a net meat exporter to a

net importer. Policy inconsistencies and inadequacies largely explained such

disappointing performance. For instance, government interventions had tended to

hamper the self-reliant and independent capability of traditional producers and

merchants. As a result, the livestock sector could not develop from its inner

strength. Furthermore* where governments had assumed full responsibility for

basic investments and "free" supply cf inputs and support services, especially in

pastoral areas, lack of financial resources had made it difficult to maintain and

operate infrastructures and fully utilize available trained manpower. Therefore,

the report had urged a rethinking of livestock development strategies and policies

to place particular emphasis on self-reliance at the individual, community, national

and regional levels.
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85. Concerning land use, the report in document E/ECA/CM.13/13 had analysed

the major land-use systems in Somalia and the Sudan,, These were rainfed and

irrigated agriculture, pastoralism, forestrys and national park, and game reserve

systems. The report had revealed that there were as yet no comprehensive natural

resource use policies and plans in those twe countries.

36. The representative of the secretariat drew the attention of the Committee to

the wide range of recommendations contained in the three reports,- which were aimed

at promoting optimal utilization of natural resources. Finally, he requested the

participants to.utilize the reports in. national consultations with a view to

advising the ECA secretariat on possible follow-up actions. .

87. In the brief discussion that followed the Committee agreed that the recommen

dations contained in the various reports should not become separate draft resolu

tions. Rather, there should be a comprehensive draft resolution on the food and

agriculture sector reflecting the various important issues raised.

88. The Committee took note of the reports.;

Mobilization of technological and financial resources

89. Under this heading^ a representative of the secretariat introduced document

E/ECA/CM.10/10: International Year for the Mobilization of Financial and Techno

logical Resources to Increase Food and Agricultural Production in Africa.

90. ; "The representative said that the document had been prepared as a contribution

to the Secretary-General's report to the General Assembly at its forty-second

session on proposals for the International Year in 1991 and devoted to the mobili

zation of financial and technological resources to increase food and agricultural

production in Africa.

91. Two issues were examined in the report. ., The first related to the technology

gap as a critical cause of the agrarian crisis.in.Africa and the importance of

agricultural research and training in the development of appropriate technology

for food, and agriculture. The second issue .cpncerjie.d .the crisis ..of financial,

resources for food and agriculture in Africa which had exacerbated the agrarian crisis.

It was found that the level of commitment of official development assistance (ODA) tr
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agriculture in Africa had not only been low but had also been declining since

1983. To reverse the trends and help generate the technology needed to get

African food and agriculture sector out of the ongoing crisis, there was a

need to increase substantially and on a sustained basis, investments in agri

cultural research and training. To that end* within the context of APPER and

UN-PAAERD? about $US 1,2 billion to $US2.3 billion would be required annually

for agricultural research ever the period 1988-1990.

92. The representative of the secretariat finally drew the attention of the

Committee to chapter 5 of the document which contained proposals on the organi

zation of the International Year in respect of the strategy, principles and

programmes cf action.,

93. The Committee took note of the document and adopted draft resolution 10 (VIII)

^tur^al^res^urces^and^energy (agenda item 7)

River_basinrtdevelopment_in_Africa /agenda item 7(a)/

94. Introducing document E/ECA/CM.13/14: River basin development in Africa, a

representative of the secretariat stated that the concept of using lake and river

basins as a basis for economic development had been demonstrated successfully in

other regions. He cited the Tennesse Valley Authority (TVA) of USA and the lower

Mekong Basin Ccxnmittee in South-East Asia as two examples. He gave an account of

the progress made by the existing river basin organizations in Africa:. including

the new initiatives taken in the Nile, the Congo/Zaire and Zambezi river basinst

He drew the attention of the Committee to suggestions contained in the conclusions

and recommendations of the report which were intended to improve the performance of

existing river basin organizations in Africa.

95. In the ensuing discussion,- participants expressed satisfaction with the

substance of the report and commended the initiative ECA was taking in collabora

tion with UNDP in the field of river basin development and urged them to continue

the efforts. Participants were also very supportive of the conclusions and recom

mendations contained in the report. One representative said that his country was

concentrating on small-scale river basin development. Large-scale river basin

development had not been cost-effective. He referred to the information contained
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in the document en the Niger and Lake Chad basins and wished that the douument had

expanded on the management and other problems that were being faced in those basins

so that a concrete resolution could be formulated on them. Another representative

also wished that the information provided on the Senegal River Development Organiza

tion (OMVS) were more complete. In particularr reference should have been made to

the sectoral intergovernmental committees that had been set* up to monitor the

different aspects of tho planning and implementation process in the basin. One

representative maintain&d that the use of the word ^endorsement* in recommendation

10 of the document was not appropriate.

96. The Coitmittee took note of document E/ECA/CM. 13/14 and adopted draft reso

lution 18 (VIII).

of the situation with regard to the development of water

resources in the drought-stricken countries of the African region

l_ agenda item 7 (c) 7

Report of the intergovernmental meeting on socio-economic and policy

aspects of water resources management in Africa (_ agenda item 7(c)/

97. A representative of the secretariat introduced documents E/ECA/CM.13/15 and

E/ECA/CM,13/16. .

98. With regard to document E/ECA/CM.13/15? Review of the situation with regard

to the development of water resources in the drought-stricken countries of the

African region,, he emphasized that the document analysed the aggravating causes of

drought, its geographical distribution and the current knowledge concerning drought

cycles, and examined the situation in function of a threshold governed by climatic,

socio-economic and ecological factors and in function of the geographical limits of

drought in the,African region. The report suggested some measures in the short,.

medium and long term. In the short term, the measures aimed at ways of responding

to emergency situations* the co-ordination of relief activities, and the prepara

tion of a plan to coitfoat drought in support, of activities undertaken at the national

and international levels. In the medium term, the report recommended the strengthe

ning of institutional structures available in the countries for water resources

development; formulation of soil conservation programmes or the strengthening of
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existing ones; the speeding up cf water distribution and sanitation programmes and

the strengthening of the co-ordination of external support activities. For the

long term, the report highlighted the need to implement existing action prograitir.es r

in particular,- the Mar del Plata Action Planf the Lagos Plan of Action for the

Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa (LPA)

and the Cairo Programme for African Co-operaticn in Environment and Eco-develcpiaent.

99= The representative of the secretariat then noted that the conclusions of the

report enumerated the lessens drawn from the recent emergency situation and the

improved preparedness of governments and the international community= He reiterated

the call for strengthening planning mechanisms in drought-stricken countries so as

to facilitate the linkage between medium-term and long-term planning.

100. With regard to document E/ECA/CM.13/16: Report of the Regional Meeting on

Socio-economic and Policy Aspects of Water Resources Management in Africa, the

representative of the secretariat noted that the report had been submitted to the

Committee mainly for information. The report contained many recommendations that

had been made by the African countries that had attended the meeting on the socio-

economic aspects cf water resources management in Africa. The representative drew

the attention of the Committee to paragraph 97 of the report dealing with strengthe

ning regional co-operation. In that regards he pointed out that although the

Lagos Plan of Action (LPA) had recommended the establishment of an intergovernmental

committee on water resources, the secretariat had not set up one, given the. proli

feration of intergovernmental institutions in Africa and the financial burden on

member States that would be involved. Instead., the secretariat had opted for a

regional technical meeting of water experts that would take place every two years.

The first meeting would take place in 1988 and its report and the reports of ■

subsequent meetings would be submitted to the future meetings of the Conference of

Ministers responsible for economic development and planning through TEPCOW. '

101T The Committee took note of the two reports„
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Report of the United Nations Sixth Regional Cartography Conference for

Africa /agenda item 7 (d_)_/

Report on the impact o* the commemoration c£ 1986 as the Year of Cartography

and Remote Sensing in Africa /agenda item 7(g)/

102. Under this agenda item, a representative of the secretariat introduced document

E/ECA/CM.13/17? Report of the United Nations Sixth Regional Cartographic Conference

for Africa. He inferred the Committee that the sixth meeting of the Regional

Cartographic Conference for Africa which was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in

November 1986, had adopted 13 resolutions en cartography and remote sensing in

development. He pointed out that one of those resolutions requested the Executive

Secretary of ECA to convene, as soon as possible, a conference of all African Minis

ters responsible for surveying, mapping and remote sensing in order tc examine the

steps to be taken in those fields to ensure the offective implementation of Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER) and the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD) and

the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the

Economic Development of Africa (LPA). He informed the Committee that the sixth

Conference had adopted a standardization of specifications related tc topographic

mapping in Africa.

103. The representative of the secretariat also presented document E/ECA/CMo13/IS:

Report of the impact of the commemoration of 1986 as the Year of Cartography and

Remo'te Sensing in Africa. In doing so, he recalled the various policy decisions

which had culminated in the 1984 United Nations General Assembly resolution declaring

the commemoration of 1986 as the "Year of Cartography in Africa". In spite of

financial problems and a late start, the ECTi Executive Secretary and QAU Secretary-

General had established a Regional Organizing Committee which was to sensitise member

States to develop and strengthen national cartographic institutions for surveying,

mapping and remote sensing. He informed the Committee about the various activities

and ways by which African countries and intergovernmental organizations had commemo

rated the occasion and concluded that that was only a preliminary assessment of the

impact.- and that since many countries and organizations had not reported, the

reporting period had been extended to April 1987,
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104. In the discussion that followed, one representative suggested that the proposed

Conference of African Ministers responsible for surveying, mapping and remote sensing

should be merged with that of the Meeting cf Plenipotentiaries for the African

Organization of Cartography and Remote Sensing. Since both Conferences were covered

by the same Ministries and performed similar functions, such a merger would save

on resources. It was however explained by the secretariat that the convening of

the Conference of Ministers was recommended because of the felt need for a forum at

which strategies for the implementation of the surveying, mapping and remote sensing

aspects of the regional priority programmes could be discussed. The Meeting of

Plenipotentiaries of the African Organization for Cartography and Remote Sensing on

the other handr was to convene for the specific purpose of launching a new organiza

tion with the same name which would result from the merger of two existing ECA-

sponsored institutions,, namely, the African Reiaote Sensing Council anci the African

Association of Cartography.

105. The representative of ICAO commended tha outcome of the Sixth United Nations

Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa and briefed the Committee on his organi

zation's existing recommendations on standard practices on maps and charts.

106. The Committee took note of the two documents presented, and adopted draft

resolution 14 (VIII).

Report of the Regional Consultative Meeting on the Mobilization of Financial

Resources for the Development of New and Renewable Sources of Energy in

Africa /agenda item 7(f)/

107. Under this sub-iten, a representative of the secretariat introduced document

E/ECA/CM.13/19 containing an account cf the proceedings and the recommendations of

the Regional Consultative Meeting which had been convened in Addis Abobaf Ethiopia,

from 25 to 27 November 1986. The meeting hr.d been a follow-up to the 1981 Nairobi

Programme of Action for the Development and Utilization of New and Renewable Sources

of Energy. Learning from the experiences of similar meetings held in the Asian and

Latin American regions, which had not resulted in the mobilization of significant

financial resources, ECA had adopted a new formula based on the concept of
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"consultative process" which allowed consultations between donors and recipient

countries to continue after the meeting.

108. The meeting had resulted in a useful exchange of information among African

countries, international institutions and donors. Some 80 projects had been

presented by African Governments, regional and international organisations., and

some donors had already indicated their willingness to finance some of those

projects= One difficulty encountered at the meeting had been the unsatisfactory

presentation of some projects. ECA had therefore been requested tc assist in

improving their presentation to make then bankable,,

109. In the ensuing discussion, the representative of the secretariat in response

to a question explained that all meriber States of BCA had been invited to the

meeting although only 12 had attended.

110. The Committee took note of the reports.

Industrial Development in Africa (agenda item 3)

111. The Conmittee decided that the following four documents for agenda item 8 be

presented together,, one after the other.

RQPort of the eighth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers.

of Industry /agenda item 8 (a)/ . . .. " .. . .

Joint ECA/OAU/UHIDO report on the implementation of the Industrial

Development Decade Programme for Africa /agenda item 8(b[7

Problems and constraints for the implementation of the Industrial

Development Decade for Africa /agenda item 3 (c)/

Report on preparations for UNIDO II /agenda item 8 (d)/
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112. A representative of the secretariat presented document E/ECA/CM.13/20:

Report of the eighth raeetins of the Conference of African Jtinisters of Industry.

He indicated that the obiective of the eighth meeting of the Conference of

African Ministers of Industry was to review progress made towards the industriali

zation of African countries, with particular emphasis on the implementation of

the programme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa, and the role of

industry in the economic recovery and development of Africa. Re singled out

issues that were dealt with during the meeting and highlighted the rationality

of those related to; (i) the Industrial Development Decade for Africa; (ii) UNIDO's

contribution to the restructuring and rehabilitation of African industry, as well

as the negotiation of new industrial projects? (iii) development of human resources

and technological capabilities for industrial development; (iv) industrial financing;

(v) system of consultations: and (vi) institutional arrangements.

113. The representative of the secretariat emphasized that the recommendations of

the Conference had emerged from lengthy discussions of country reports on progress

made and constraints encountered, as well as the consideration of several

recommendations and proposals put forward by member States, intergovernmental

organizations and the international community. He presented to the Committee

two resolutions adopted by the Conference of African Ministers of Industry;

Resolution 1 (VIII) contained general recommendations on (a) the implementation

of the programme for IDDA; (b) the implementation of APPER and UN-FAAERD?

(c) activities for the implementation phase (1935-1990) of the programme for the

Decade^ (d) UNIDO as a specialized agency: (e) publicity and promotion of the

IDDAr and <f ) the launching of a second IBDA; and resolution 2 (VIII) dealt with

funding the 'African Industrial Development Fund (AIDF). Ee pointed out that the

implementation of the Decade had suffered because most projects had not reached

the prefeasibility stage and so could not attract donor interest. In that

connections he underscored the need to use the relevant regional institutions

such as ARPO, AP-CEDEM, ARCT and local expertise for the implementation of the

Decade programme. In conclusion, he made the following recommendations:
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(a) The three secretariats of EGA, UNIDC and OAU (which were jointly

responsible for servicing the meetings of the Conference of African Ministers

of Industry should prepare cost estimates on the implementation of the Decade;

(b) Adequate resource mobilization and allocation he made particularly

to EGA secretariat to enable it play a more effective role;

(c) The" establishment of an indeoendent organ to evaluate the execution

of the Decade rrograniime; and . ■■

(d) The undertaking of a study on.-a possible new structure on the .,

implementation of the-Decade. ' . . ■■-, ... ■ .

114. Document E/ECA/G1.13/55; Joint. ECA/OAU/UNIDO report on the implementation

of the programme for the Industrial Development Decade for Africa was introduced

by a representative of the secretariat. The report, which was jointly prepared

by the secretariats of- EGA, OAU and UHIDOS covered two main, issues. The first

concerned the inter-secretariat co-operation and policy development in the

implementation of the programme for the Decade. During the period under review,

efforts were directed mainly towards tha preparations for the United Nations

Special Session on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, held in New York, USA

in May 1986; the eir-hth meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry

and the preceding meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the

Whole, at Bujumbura, Burundi, in September 1986.

115. The second issue was related to the activities carried out in. support of

the programme for the Decade. The representative indicated that the three

secretariats placed emphasis on meeting the priorities established for the

Decade9 Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER)

and the United nations Programme of Action for Africa's Economic recovery and

Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD), in particular, on the need to attain

self-sufficiency in food production and to contribute to the strengthening or

establishment of core industries. He drew the attention of the Committee to

paras. 12 to 45 of the secretariats' document concerning direct support which

was extended to industrial subsectors in member countries, and the assistance

which member States received on the development of natural resources and energy.

Assistance was extended to member States in the develooment and transfer of
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industrial technology, dissemination of industrial technological information,

development of manpower capabilities and managerial skills, and the mobiliza

tion of financial resources. Support was also given to member States to

enhance their capabilities in policy formulation and planning, research as

well as promotion of industrial co-operation within Africa and between Africa

and other regions.

116. In introducing document E/ECA/dl. 13/21: Problems and constraints on the

implementation of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa;'a representative

of the secretariat stated that an assessment of the IDEA revealed that the

implementation of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa had not made much

progress. Continuing, he explained that factors for the low performance included

the unfavourable climatic conditions which affected most of Africa during the

preparatory phase of the Decade,lack of sucport in the identification of projects,

lack of commitment on the part of member States to subrej?ional projectss and

declining resources on the part of the international agencies. In consideration

of those issues, a mid-tern evaluation of the implementation of the Decade had

been recommended for presentation to the 1983 meeting of the Ministers of

Industry. He then called upon the Committee to deliberate on the objectives

and problems of IDDA and outlined measures for the accelerated implementation

of IDDA which included the preparation of a development plan on the use of raw

materials- reorientation of training to meet the Decade needs; and follow-up

action on donors' commitments.

117. In introducing document,E/ECA/CM.13/22: Report on preparation of UNIDO II,

a representative of the secretariat explained that the purpose of the document

was to report on the decisions of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry

at its eighth meeting concerning the preparation for UNIDO II. He drew the

attention of the Committee to the importance the Conference attached to UNIDO II,

and said that the Conference had recommended the following six items to be

included on the agenda for UNIDO II: (i) the Industrial Development Decade for

Africa; (ii) the contribution of UNIDO to the restructuring and rehabilitation

of African Industry, as well as the negotiation of new industrial projects;

(iii) development of human resources and technological capabilities for industrial
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development; (iv) industrial financing (v) the system of consultations; and

(vi) institutional arrangement. He pointed out that item (ii) **as Particularly

important because of the need to ensure that the UNIDO programme included

specific aspects of UN-PAAERD, , ..

118. To ensure adequate preparations for UNIDO II, the Ministers of Industry

had also decided to hold a special session from 14 to 16 September 1937 to be

preceded by a preparatory meeting of Intergovernmental Experts from 7 to

11 September 1937. In addition, the Ministers requested the EGA, OAU and UNIDO

secretariats to prepare and present to the Intergovernmental Experts Meeting :

proposals on the basis of the agenda for the Second General Conference of tJNIDO

as approved by UNIDO Industrial Development Boards

119. In considering the report of the eighth meeting of the Conference of

African Ilinisters of Industry, members of the Committee made a fa* observations

and suggestions. In particular, it was observed that the launching of a second

IDDA could stimulate Africa's desire and efforts for industrialization parti

cularly given the fact that many countries were then undergoing critical

structural adjustments to sustain their development efforts. However, the

Committee cautioned that TThile launching the second IDDA, measures should be

taken to fully understand and address the nature of those factors which had

constrained various development decade programmes in Africa. Additionally,

measures should be taken to encourage greater co-operation in industrial

development for productivity and employment generation in the interest of the

population. On the first issue,,, the Committee noted that the implementation

of the ongoing Industrial Development Decade had been seriously affected by

the general economic and financial crises, which had hit Africa and the world

during the early 1980s; but given appropriate resource mobilization and

utilization measures, declaration of a second Industrial Development Decade '

for Africa could be more eventful. Also noted was the functional role which '

national structures for ensuring effective follow-up actions could play in

the success of the Decade programme. Accordingly, the Committee called upon

member States to intensify efforts to establish such structures if they were

not in place, and to strengthen,them where they existed. The Committee further
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observed that given plans for the possible merging of PAPU and PATU, PAPU

should also be associated with the Joint UNIDO/ITU/PATU programme for the

manufacture of telecommunications equipment in Africa.

120. In its intervention, the delegation of Morocco made a reservation on the

report. The reservation is attached as annex I to this report. In reaction

to that reservation, the delegation of Burundi and Algeria submitted statements

which are also attached as annexes II and III respectively.

121. In connection with the Joint ECA/OAU/UNIDO report on the implementation

of the Industrial Development Decade Programme in Africa, the Committee emphasized

the need to popularize the Decade using the mass media especially the African

Union of National Radio and Television (UP.TNA).

122. Concerning the problems of and constraints on the implementation of the

Industrial Development Decade for Africa, the Committee v/elcoraed the document

that was prepared on the subject and observed that it had been prepared at a

global level and consequently overlooked basic.and fundamental issues of Africa-

First, the implementation environment had changed especially with the adoption -■

of APPER and UN-FAAERD. Since agriculture had been designated as a priority

sector, the flow of resources had to reflect that priority. Secondly, up to

that time, industrial policies had been very capital intensive, and that had to

be changed in favour of labour absorption policies. Further, small-scale

industries had a larger role to play in terms of their contribution to total

production and employment generation especially in the transformation of African

raw materials and in the manufacture of goods which were essential for Africa.

Consequently, small-scale industries should constitute the basis for large-scale

industrialization. Thirdly, enabling environments needed to be established with

caution as African countries were weak vis-a-vis industrialized countries and

therefore could not bargain with them effectively. Finally, a call was made

for the develornnent of indigenous technologies as the sine qua non for orderly

industrial development.

123. The Committee commended the efforts of the secretariat in the preparations

for UNIDO II and recommended that the agenda for the Second General Conference

of UNIDO should also include Africa's indebtedness since industrial indebtedness
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constituted an issue of major importance. Further, special attention should be

given to the needs of the least developed countries and the use of African

expertise.

124. The observer for UNIDO acknowledged that there had been constraints on the

implementation of the Decade programme. Hor*revers considerable progress had been

made at both national and international levels towards the implementation of fhe

programme. In particular, he indicated that the African Development Bank had

adopted a policy paner for its lending programme in the industrial sector and

that the World Bank was also!in the process of doing likewise.

125. Highlighting the financial crisis of his institution, the observer for

UNIDO informed the Committee that a sum of $US 8.6 million, initially allocated

for IDDA in the 1986-1987 regular budget had to be reduced to only

$US 2.7 million to cover UNIDO's legal commitments incurred on a limited number

of technical co-operation projects. However, efforts were being made to mobilize

additional resources in order to maintain the integrity and momentum of the IDDA

programme. He then appealed to African Governments for support in his organization^

Action Plan for Africa when submitted to the Industrial Development Board and

reiterated the importance of African participation at UNIDO II. Finally, he

expressed his organization's appreciation for the co-operation between the ECA

and OAU secretariats and the secretariat of his organization.

126. The observer for.ARgO drew the attention of the Committee to the importance

of standardization, metrology and quality control and indicated that ECA/ARSO/UNIDC

had several projects in the pipeline for assisting member States in addressing the

issues mentioned.above. In order.to benefit from those activities, a country

needed not only to be a member of ARSO, but also, to set up institutional and

legal machineries for the operation of a viable ,national standards body.

127. In responding to the comments made by members of the Committee, the

representative of the secretariat acknowledged the importance of the main issues

raised by the Committee. With respect to the need to focus on small-scale

industries, he informed the Committee that the secretariat was already doing a

lot In,, that area. In; conclusion, he suggested that more efforts-should be made,

by member. States to reflect their commitments in policies aimed at establishing intra-

and inter-sectoral linkages and in the strengthening of subregional industrial

co-operation.
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128. The Committee took note of documents E/ECA/CM.13/20, E/ECA/CM.13/21,

E/ECA/CM.13/22 and E/ECA/CM.13/55 as wll as the reservation of the delegation

of Morocco on E/ECA/CM.13/20 and endorsed draft resolutions 1 (VIII) and 2 (VIII).

Transport and Communications in Africa (agenda item 9)

United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa: Progress

report on the second phase programme /agenda item 9 (a)7

ECA/UNDP/IBRD transport study for Africa, South of the Sahara

/agenda item 9 (b)7

Priority transport and communications programme for African land-locked .,,

countries /agenda item 9 (c_)7

129. Under this agenda item, a representative of the secretariat presented

documents E/ECA/CM.,13/23 and E/ECA/ai.l3/23/Addals United Nations Transport and : '

Communications Decade in Africa - Progress report on the programme for the second

phase;: E/SCA/Ctl.13/24 - ECA/UNDP/IBRD transport study for Africa south of the

Sahara; and E/ECA/CM.13/49 - Priority transport and communications programme for

African land-locked countries.

130. In presenting document E/ECA/CM.13/23, the representative of the secretariat

stated that the transport sector had 558 projects estimated to cost $US 12,791

million. The implementation rate per transport mods had varied frcm 14 to 56 per

cent, as indicated in paragraphs 18 to 25 of the document. During the period under

review, there had been a significant improvement in the implementation rate of

regional, subregional as well-as.inter-States'prelects as compared to previous years.

That was evident in paragraphs 33 to 64 of the document. The terms of reference for

the preparation and execution of the African[Highway Master Flan had been finalized

for submission to potential'funding agencies, two country Italy and Brazil,

had indicated their willingness to support part of the Plan and ECA was in the

process of finalizing the necessary formal agreement with those two countries.

A joint meeting of the Trans-African Highway Authorities had Wn hold at

ECA headquarters in October 1986 at which it was decided inter alia, to

reactivate the Bureau of all Trans-African Highway Authorities within the'ECA.

secretariat. The representative of the secretariat drew the clteatl^n of the

Committee to paragraphs 89 and 90 of the document which aurr^riE^ t!;c outcome

of thethree meetings of the Technical Committee on Air Transport which had taken
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place. With regard to the communications sector/ he said that the implementation

rate of the 459 projects estimated at $US 3,815 million had ranged from 22 per cent

to 34 per cent. On the whole, while some progress had been made over the last

two years, much remained to be done given the fact that only 9 oer cent of the

progrs:?ine had been fully implemented and only 25 per cent was in progress. With

less than two years of the Decade remaining, it needed an intensive burst of

energy to carry through at least 50 per cent of the programme.

131. With regard to document E/ECA/CM.13/24: ECA/UEDP/IBPJD transport study for

Africa, south of the Sahara, the representative of the secretariat explained that

the study was a project which the World Bank was undertaking in close collaboration

with ECA and UHDP arid whose implementation was being carried out with the parti

cipation of relevant agencies and organizations of the United Nations system through

an inter-agency committee supported by a management committee chaired by" the

Executive Secretary of ECA. The project was complementary to activities under the

Transport and Communications Decade Programme.. The study consisted of four parts:

the first part involved a survey of transport; the second was a series of six work

shops intended to encourage discussions among policy-makers: the third involved

research studies into aspects such as transport and agricultural development;

and the fourth concerned the development ot human resources.

132. In introducing document E/ECA/Gf.13/49: Priority Transport and Communications

Programme for African Laid-locked Countries, the representative of the secretariat

described the background to the preparation of the priority programme and its various

components. Ke informed the Comnittae that,the report which was prepared jointly

by ECA and UNCTAD was divided into three parts. Part I reviewed the particular

problems and needs of African land-locked countries and in particular dealt with

(i) integrated approach to transit transport development; (ii) road transport;

(iii) rail transport; (iv) ports and storage facilities; (v) air transport;

(vl) communications; (vii) documentation and procedures; (viii) management and

training; and (ix) legal arrangements. Part II of the programme was an analysis

of the various transit transport corridor systems and identification of country-

specific priority programmes and projects, which covered Botswana, Burkina Faso,

Burundi, the Central African Republic, Chad, Lesotho,-Malawi, Mali, the Niger, Rwanda,

Swaziland, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. Each of the country-specific priority

programme included a critical analysis of all the primary and alternative transit

transport corridors serving the country, a description of the existing infrastructure
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and facilities with the condition and capacities;, a review of current and/or

projected traffic flows, and finally an identification of specific short™ and medium-

terra progranaaes/projects with estimated costs, designed to improve transit transport

services in the country. Part III of the priority programme dealt with sub-

regional technical assistance projects for the Southern African, East and Central

African and West African subregions. Those were projects whose scope covered an

entire subregion and were of benefit to all member Countries in the subregion.

133. The programme pointed out that although transit transport, problems had been

issues of serious concern for a long time with respect to international legal

implications of land-lockedness, it was within the last 20 years that greater

awareness of the particular needs of the affected African countries was gained

through effort by UNCTAD and ECA in drawing the attention of the international

community to the unique difficulties faced by.African land-locked nations. The

programme also clearly recognized that the 14 land-locked African countries

belonged to the category of poorest countries not only in Africa but also in

the world and that 11 of them were categorized as least developed countries by

the United Nations.

134. In conclusion, the representative of the secretariat said that the programme

was based on an integrated approach to transit transport development/planning

involving both transit and land-locked countries and a corridor-by-corridor

approach, involving all modes, projects and related activities in the entire

corridors. The programme also urged maximum co-operation by the transit States

and international assistance in its implementation.

135. In the course of the ensuing discussion, participants congratulated the

secretariat for the quality of the documents. However, the representative of

Morocco regretted that document E/ECA/CM.13/23 did not describe activities under

taken by1 his country in the implementation of the Decade programme. While his

country had at One time suspended its participation in the Decade programme, it

had, in April 1986, requested that its projects be resubmitted as part of the

programme. His delegation therefore found it hard to understand why two stretches

of the Tangiers-Nouakchott and Rabat-Cairo highways of interest to his country

had been left out of the programme. He accordingly registered serious reservations

on document E/ECA/CM.13/23 which he said should be revised in accordance with.

ECOSOC resolution 1986/62 of 22 July 1936.
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136. The representative of Morocco reiterated the official request of his Govern

ment for the reinstatement of all of Morocco's projects which were part of the

first and second phases of the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade

fbr Africa. A vrritten statement to that effect was-delivered * to'tfie Chairmanby

the delegation. That statement 'is attached to the present report as annex I.

137. The poor rate of implementation In the.maritime transport sector was deplored

given the importance of maritime transport to African countries. Urgent measures ■-.

were called for to set up a maritime transport conference. The need was also felt

for an inventory of air freedoms. Some representatives observed that the documents

needed to be revised in -the light of new data to be provided by them to the

secretariat.

138. The observer for ITU briefly recalled the background to the African conference

for the development of telecommunications held at Tunis in January 1987. The con

ference had acknowledged the vital role of telecommunications in the development

process. He regretted that telecommunications did not feature among the top

priorities for national or regional planning and investment. He explained that

the under-utilization of inter-connected networks in PAI1AFTEL ;;as mainly due to

lack of funds to maintain equipment, lack of working agreements on tariffs and

transit arrangements, and the fact that even in those countries where the inter

connections did function extansively, the African countries continued to route

their communications traffic through transit centres outside Africa. Those were

areas in which concerted action among member States was called for. With regard to

the feasibility study on the RASCOT1 system, success would depend on the active parti

cipation of member States. They were therefore to set up national co-ordinating com

mittees. The Secretary-General of ITU had, in that connection, sent to member States

the profiles and composition of national co-ordinating committees for the P.ASCCJI

system study in order to help those countries in that task. The observer finally

requested the meeting to take appropriate action in respect of the PANAFTEL and

RASCCH projects. One delegate described to the Committee, the efforts that his

country had made in implementation of the PANAFTEL and RASCOtl projects, stating

specifically what had been done in respect of its stretches of the trans-African

highways.

139. The observer for ICAO spoke on his organization's activities in relation

t0 planning, development, operation and maintenance of civil aviation infra

structure. Those facilities and services were described in TCAO's vnrlri-wfcfe air
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140. The current plan had been dravm up at Arusha, the United Republic of

Tanzania in December 1979. However, implementation of the plan had lagged behind

although some States had made concerted efforts. The major difficulties were in

the area of communications, meteorology, rules of the air, air traffic services

and search and rescue. Another regional air navigation meeting was planned to

take place in April 1983 to review those difficulties. It was important for all

member States to be represented at that meeting by appropriate delegations which

should include specialists in communications, air traffic services and meteorology.

Service charges levied by postal authorities in Africa were beyond the means of

many civil aviation administrations and were forcing them to resort to low-grade

high-frequency modes of operation. Itember States should examine the long-term

effects, of the problem T?ith a view to establishing reasonable rates for safety

services. With regard to airport operations, ICAO was encouraging the establishment

by Governments of autonomous and serai-autonomous authorities to ensure better manage

ment. Hithin the framework of the air navigation plan3 ICAO was helping Governments

to'develop individual State civil aviation master plans. ICAO was also assisting

in project design and formulation for the next UNDP regional programming cycle.

141. Following these discussions, the secretariat thanked participants for their

comments, ,It appreciated the contribution of ITU and.promised to take note of the

information provided by participants in order to enrich the document. Those countries

which had assisted ECA with the organization of Donor Round Tables were to be

commended. Although the document had been prepared In aid of all the parties the

projects were country-specific and it was up to each of the member States to imple

ment them. With regard to the question of the Rabat-Cairo Highway, the secretariat

informed the Committee that that project had not been deleted from the programme.

142. The Committee took note of the reports presented to It and adopted draft

resolutions 11 (VIII), 16 (VIII) and 22 (VIII),

Promotion of economic co-operation and integration (agenda item 10)

Reports from *lULPOCs Councils of Ministers /agenda item 10 (a)_/

Niamey MULPOC

143. The representative of Guinea, whose country had been elected Vice-President of

the tenth ;meetinp of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC for West Africa, informed

the meeting that the mandate to introduce the report of the meeting had been given

to the Director of the MULPOC. He drew the attention of the Committee to the
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144; The Director of the TIULPOC for *Test Africa informed the meeting that the

tenth meeting of the Council of Ministers of the MULPO0 had taken place in Burkina

Faso, on 16 and 17 February 1987 with representatives from ten countries and a

number of intergovernmental organizations of the subregion. The Council had

dealt with (a) the implementation of the MULPOC*s mandate; (b) proposals for a

new approach and a new role for the MULPOC as recommended by the Ad hoc Committee '

set up to review the mandate and redefine the scope of activity of the MULPOC;

and (c) the 1783-1989 work programme.

145. The tenth meeting had exhaustively and critically examined the activities and

functioning of the MULPOC over the nast ten years and adopted the recommendations

of the Ad hoc Committee., The Council had also decided that henceforth the statutory

meetings of the MULPOC would.take place every other year. That decision had been

taken to;

(a) Ensure a better synchronization of the programming cycle with that of ECA;

(b) Permit the MULPCC to have enough time to imnlement its programme and to

mobilize the necessary resources*

(c) Ensure higher and more effective participation of the member States;

(d) Enable ECA and member States to deal more effectively with the constraints

related to the preparation of meetings* and

>.' (e) Reduce,to a minimum the costs to member States and ECA 6f their parti

cipation in organization of meetings.

146. The Council of Ministers had also adopted four resolutions on:

(a) Integration of women in development;

(b) Review of the mandate and role1 of the MULPOC;

(c) Meeting of veterinary and animal health experts; and

(d) Programme of work and priorities 1983-1980.

Yaounde MULPOC

147. As Chairman of the tenth meeting of the Committee of Experts of the MULPOC

for Central Africa, the representative of Equatorial Guinea presented the report

held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 14 April 1987. The meeting had examined the Survey

of Economic and Social Conditions in Central Africa, the report on the activities of
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finance,.transport and communications, industry, human resources, integration

of wonen in devolonncnt, natural resources and PADIS. The tr.eetinr had also

examined the suhrcpional implications of irm lenent in-;; Africa's Priority Programme

for Economic Recovery, l?^-19°0 (/P.PFP) and United Nations Programme of Action

for African .Economic Pecorver,yf and Pcyelonment,. lQ^-1990 (UN-PAAEPIp. as well as

the ?<ULPOC's .'Torfc nrorr.Tne for the 1^-19^9 bieimium. :. .

148. The meeting bad adopted its report rind submitted five resolutions to the

tenth meetinp of the Council of ministers. The resolutions related to:

(a) The ir.nlememtation of the elements of the Laros Plan of Action in the

field of domestic and intra-African trade;

(b) Preparation of the next reetin." on the code of conduct of maritime

conferences; ■ ■ : .

(c) Co-oper.at,iqn a^onr subrepional organizations in Central Africa;

(d) Tr?nsfer of technology for the r>rocessinf of cassava and the

extraction of pal™ oil; ?nd

(e) The integration of ironen in develownent,

149. The i^eetinf had decided that ^-'ULPOC rrcetin.^s .vould take place every, other

year. In between the reetin^s, a follovr-up comirittee would deal with the subject

of evaluating the progress of rroprarne iirplerentation. Also, the meetin? had

taken note of the ^re^aratiops1- for the cornerorat ion of the- tenth anniversary of

the **ULPPCs .unH bad expressed the wish that "the celebrations would talce nlace on

the sane day in ^11 of the countries of the subre^ion. ~: '-

Tan-*-iers

150. The representative of "orocco as C^airran of the Plenipotentiary Council of

the Tan^iers-based ^ULPOC started his review by delivering a verbal ressa^e fror

its North African T^TILPOC rember ftp.tes to the FCA secretariat on the non-availability

of interpretation and translation services which had affected the work of the

Ke requested the secretariat to exert all efforts to improve that situation.
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151. In the area of n^riculture and food security, he informed the Committee

about the discussions concerning the basis and policies for the irpplerr.ertatir^ of

the regional food r>lan for Africa in the North African subrefion as veil as the

efforts to sursr-ort agricultural development. At the sane tine, UNI>F and FAO had

been requested to support these efforts and tho efforts of the member States in

that connection. An rpneal h^d also been Trade to the Regional Bureau of UNDF

for Arab States to contribute towards accelerating the development and strengthen

ing of subrefional co-operation in the agricultural field. The projects that

concerned the MULFOC were submitted by ECA to UWDP under its Fourth Pro^rarar.inr

Cycle, 1927-19°1. The plenipotentiaries requested the conveninr of technical

agricultural symposia during October 19**7 on the strengthening of and developing

co-operation in the agricultural and food security field in North Africa,

152. Concerning the promotion of trade in North Africa, the meetinp had achieved

concrete progress particularly with regard to the commitment of the North African

governments to establish a preferential trade area for North Africa- They bad

confirmed that their member Ftates were ready to establish the preferential trade

area (PTA) and had recommended a preparation of a propress report on the

implementation of the nroject. In that connection, a trrou" of povernment experts

was invited to convene and identify the necessary actions to establish the

preferential trade rrea. The plenipotentiaries reauested the Executive Secretary

to naUe all t^e necessary arrangements for the meetinp including its servicing

153. In the industrial- fifeId„ the plenipotentiaries annealed to UNIPO to support

anrl strengthen the technical assistance pro^rarr.ne in North African countries under

the industrial development decade in Africa. They requested UNIDO to orfanise.

as soon as possible? a subrec-ional meeting on industrial co-operation in the

implementation of the resolution adopted by the sixth meetinr of the ** ~.n".:"n^-\-

tiary Council for the North African ?^JLFCC. U1TID0 should also ^ive priority

to financing and inplenentinr the industrial development decade programme in North

Africa from its repular budget.
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154. In the transport and communications field, the plenipotentiaries had decided

to set up a technical sub-coimittee to study the maritine transport problem in

that subregiqn and had requested ECA to prepare a draft programme for the

sub-cormittee and submit it to the eighth meeting of the North Africa MULPOC.

They also renuested the t-TULPOC secretariat to convene the first meeting of that

sub-committee before the eighth .meeting of the MULPOC.

155. The Plenipotentiary Council of Worth Africa MULPOC did not adopt any specific

resolution concerning the pronosol for holding the IKJLPOCs1 meetings every other

year due to the fact that the i'^ULPOCs were closely connected with ECA whose meetings

were conducted in the context of the subsidiary bodies of the United Nations system.

As suchB any recommendation in that regard necessitated time for consultation to

enable a unified decision to emerge during the ECA Conference of Ministers.

Lusaka EftJLPOC

156. The representative of Zambia presented the report of the tenth meeting of the

Council of Ministers of the Lusaka-based MULPOC held fron 12 to 13 March 19P7 at

Lusaka, Zambia. Ke informed the Committee that the meeting hads among other things,

considered and adopted the report of the tenth meeting of its Committee of Officials.

The report of the Committee of Officials included recommendations on the economic

and social conditions in the subregion, agriculture, industry, natural resources,

trade and financial co-operation, human resources, integration of women in

developments Eastern and Southern Africa Documentation and Information System

(ESADIS), the Southern Africa Labour Commission-■(SALC), liberation movements,

and the work propraimes of the "TJLPOC for 19*7 and for the 1988rl989 bienniura.

157. In addition, the Council of Ministers had considered the question of the

rationalization of activities of the HJLPOC, PT^V and SADCC. In that regard,

the Council had noted that its renuest to the r:ULPOC secretariat to undertake the

study or. rationalization had yet to be complied with. It therefore urged the

secretariat to pursue the matter further. The Council had also decided to set up

a Ministerial Committee that would review the activities of the MULPOC over the

past ten years and rtrbpose ner activities for the future in the lipht of current

developments and challenges.
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158. Other decisions of the Council include^ the followinc: (a) the policy organs

of the fnJLPOC would henceforth meet every other year; (b) in the inter-sessional

year, a supervisory., corinittee of Ambassadors and Pi^h Coimissioners of member-

states would neet; annually to monitor the progress of the NULPPC. Finally, the

Council had requested that the report on the ponfoorimr of the implementation of

Africa's Priority Fro^rar^e for Economic Recovery (^PFEF) and of the United Nations

;Prorrarame of-Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAEKD) be

provided on subrefional rather than regional basis.

: Giacnyi IfULPOC i .,

159. The renresentative of Zaire presented the report of the tenth meeting of ■ the

Committee of Experts of the Cisenyi MULPOC held in Kinshasa, Zaire, from 2 to

5 March 19<n7. He informed the Committee that the meeting had examined the. reports

on the execution of the WLPOC's nro^rame of vork for the 1986-1987 period, and

'Studies'in the areas'of food and agriculture, industry, energy,'transport and

PADXS. The;meetin? had noted with satisfaction that the 15ULPOC had implemented the

programme entrusted to it and. thr»t it had involved the experts from't^e member

States and Collaborated tdth the'specialized organs of CEPGL. TJith that collabora-

tion, the prorramipe fbr the intefratidn of wornen in development had organized three

seminars and completed three studies. He added that a bulletin entitled "Femme

et Developpemenf had been published aria fcoul'd be distributed to the TEPCOW

participants • '■■''■'■ ■

160.. The Corr>ittee of Experts for the Gisenyi rnJLPOC had also submitted to its

Council of Ministers a draft programme of "ork and priorities for the 1988-1989

bienhauw as vtell as recoianendations relating to food and agriculture, energy and

natural? resources, transport and women, and on the evaluation of the *rULPOC local

and international staff. The renresentative expressed the Cotroitteel's wish for the

substantive-Divisions of FCA- to assist more actively the r!ULPOC in its inplenentatioi

of the prorrammei Re also thahVed the ECA and UtJDP: for the financial and material

assistance that had enabled-fhe * JfaJLPOC to carry out its activities. ; -"-^^-- ;[

161. A representative of the secretariat then rave an overview of the ,rple that the

TTULPrvCs could play in the future ir the process of economic integration. He

emphasized that the process of economic integration depended crucially on the
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been identified in all the subre^ions with the kind sunport of UtJDr financial

assistance. Ke then outlined the broad content of the proptanme which covered

three aspects namely building-up of subrep;ional infrastructures, buildinp-up of

subrer*ional production capacities and establishment of appropriate market framework

for nromotinr intra-conrunity trade.

162. Hith regard to infrastructure, the envisaged programme put emphasis on trans

port networks"including road inter-connections, maritime transports river navigation

and multi-modal transport. Telecommunications anonr countries in the various

subre^ions were also of £reat importance in economic integration. Given the

importance of energy especially in industrialization, narticular stress had been

r»ut on hydro-power especially in the framework of interrated development of river

basins. In the area of nroduction capacities, the focus was on food and apri-

CUlture. In that respect9 projects on fertilizers, pesticides, vaccines,

improvement of seeds s disease control., and on subre^ional food self-sufficiency-

were given prominence. In addition, the profrarane stressed the importance of

projects in iron and steel, aluminium, etc. Since appropriate monetary policies

were necessary for subrepional integration, the programme also covered elements

like clearance houses and the convertibility of currencies so as to facilitate

exchanfe of roods and. services* The representative of the secretariat emphasized

that the initial activities would be directed at pre-feasihility and feasibility

studies such that after three or four years, donor or investment meetings could

be organized.

163. within that framework, the role of the MULFOCs could be seen as the following:

to monitor the activities of the subrerionol integration organizations; to assist

•ilonr with specialized arencies whether African or other, in the implementation

of the projects; and to-assist the intergovernmental organizations in a subrer;ion

to mobilize resources throurh, inter alia, the organization of subrepional

consultative mechanisms. In that way, the HULPOCs could become a strong vehicle

for the integration of the subre^ion through the execution of multisectoral

intepration projects. ■ :

164. The representative of the secretariat then stressed the importance o,f the

decision by the HJLPOC for North Africa to establish a Preferential Trade Area

for the subrepion. Such important steps constituted a basic element in the

X? J_ n
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165. In the general discussion that followed, a renresentative pointed out that

some of the decisions of the different "'ULPOCs had far-reaching implications. The

decision to hold reetin^s every other year neant that the progran^in^ cycle of the

MIJLPOCs would be synchronised with that of ECA. Also, the chanr.e would result in

a reduction of costs for both the United Nations and the member States. On that

question, a renresentative sought sone clarification as to "hether the holding of

meetings every other year was due to absences in HULPOC peetings or because

studies took a lonr tir^e to be cornleted due to shortage of resources.

A renresentative also pointed out that it would be desirable to redeploy staff

under a decentralization exercise. That could enhance the effectiveness of the

i'iULPOCs in the field. However, there was need to keen a f>ood balance between the

MULPOCs and the headcuarters of ECA. One renresentative pointed out that the

question of staff redeployment to IlULPOCs had not been raised in his MULPOC's neetin-

His country could not, therefore, take a Position on the issue without consultations.

167. A representative expressed concern re?ardin£ the poor participation of merger

States in the African Institute for Fipher Technical Training and Research based

in Nairobi, Kenya, He pointed out that only fifteen members had joined and only

three had contributed to the .financing of the Institute. He therefore appealed to

the member States-to accede, to the constitution of the institute and participate

actively in its work. He also exnressed concern with the pro".rat?ime for women, the

support for which vas soin^ to be curtailed by UNDP. He enquired if activities

under that program©. were to be continued beyond "'ay 1907. ■»

16P. Another representative soupht information rejrardinr the important subrerional

integration propranne under the UNDP Fourth Pro^ramninn Cycle and the expected

relationship between WTHP and ECA. I!e also asked about the role of the MULPOCs

first as repards the relationship of the MULPOCs with the intergovernmental organiza

tions such as CILST- and IGADL and secondly as regards the mobilization of resources.

Hith resnect to the latter9 the representative wished to know what the role of the

TtULPOCs would be in the preparation and organization of Round Tables.

169. Re^ardin^ MULPOC meetings, a representative pointed out that translation

facilities were essential since international agencies which provided assistance '

to the ?<ULPOCs particinated in such ^eetinps and needed to follow the discussions.

Another representative pointed out that the report of the meeting of experts of the

Yaounde-based "HJLPOC had not yet been approved by the Council of Ministers. He

also expressed concern about the conditions under which the 1IULPOC meeting of
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170, The Executive Secretary thanked the different Chairmen of the "nJLFOCs for tho

presentation of the reports. Fe recalled that when the ttULPOCs were established in

1977, the maior ^objective was to strenrthen economic co-operation. On the question

of translation and interpretation facilities, he explained that ?,iven the resource

situation, these facilities were extended to only two MULPOCs which were not

linguisticallyhomogeneous. The other "ULPOCs - the Gisenyi-based, the Yaounde-based

and the Tanfiers-basec' - served respectively countries using French and Arabic as

official-languages or nother tongues,

171. On redeployment, the Executive Secretary reminded the meeting that in many

past resolutions, JflJLPOCs had renuested for more resources from ECA. Indeed, it

was as a result of such requests that the I^JLPOCs had ^°t some regular posts fron

the IJH General Assembly. He pointed out that redeployment of staff had been made

within the limits of the resources available fron that source and bearing in nind

the need to avoid jeopardization of the programme of work at the ECA headquarters.

Redeployment would continue as and when resources permitted. However, he noted

that it had been the understanding that member States would second1 staff to the

I^'L^OCs from time to time to deal with specific proiects which reauired special

■<--'■ i .-■ ■

expertise.

17?. Tn answer to the ouestion of the role of vIULPOrs, the Executive fecretary

Hrst noted that ?s regards the role of TtI?LPCCs in Found Tables, it should be

understood that the pound Tables were the'responsibility of meirber Fta'te's and

LTTT. In some c?,see, HC/1 provided' support during the preparatory stares for the

meetings. However, the "TTLPOCe could nlav a role in or^'inizir^ subre^ional

?.ound Tables as these did not yet exist. Fe etnphasized that it was time to lool'

ahead, and the ^TLT'OC for T%£t Africa xjhdcb. had set up an intergovernmental

coinnit-tee to examine future approaches 'should be commended, Fe informed the

neetin<*-'that after the joint meeting "of the suhrepi'orial interTovernmerital

organizations scheduled for the period 27-2? April 19*7, the secretariat would

be able to ^rovi^e a volley Paper on the role of the ITJLPOCs in the next decade.

173. The Fxecutive Pecretsry also informed the meetinr that discussions were

etill p^oin^ on with V1V)V rerardinr the programme of women. It woulc1 be only aftor

the finalizatior. of those disc-ussions that the future of the pro<*r?mme w'obld be

kno«7n. Finally, the Fxecutive Fecretary expressed his rrreat satisfaction

concerning the decarion of Torth Africa riTtpoC to establish a ^referential Trade

Are?a The. ECJ was readv to <?ive that decision the necessary priority as it
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174. The Conn.ittee took notes of the rerorts fro*", "the various iTJLPPCs Councils

of Ministers'and aborted draft resolutions 6 (VIII) and 23 (VIII).

Progress report on preparations for the Uirpp Fourth Proprarrunc Cycle for

Africa ('Jq?7-1QO1)/"Vends iter 10(b)7

175. A representative of tbe secretariat introduced document E/ECA/C11.13/26:

Progress report on ^reparations for the UNDP Fourth Propraimin^ Cycle for Africa.

Ke recalled that by Corr.ispion resolution 536 (XXI), the Executive Secretary had

been requested to convene an extraordinary session of the ECA Conference of

ministers to consider and approve the draft regional nrorranime prepared for the

Fourth Pro^raTnTiinf Cycle before it nas submitted to the Coverninp Council of U1IDP

in June 19^7. That extraordinary session of the ECA Conference of Ministers had

accordinfly tat-en nlace fror. 13 to 16 October 19r6 in Addis Ababa, and had endorsed

the general outline of the Repionrl Prooranne. EC/ had presented to UI1DP

?? nubre^ional and regional projects, 12 of which were nen while 16 had been

carried over from the third cycle. Confirratior for funding had been received

for 17 projects vhile the others were under consideration. The representative

also recalled that the Conference of ministers at its second extraordinary session

reouested ECA and UMDP to assist African subre^ionel economic and other integration

organizations. Tn that connection ECA and 'JNDP hnd fielded a joint mission to

assist subrepional economic froupinps and river and lake basin organizations to

identify and for^ul?te integration projects for fundin^ under the Programme. The

findinrs of the joint mission would be considered at a joint ECA/UNDP/OAU neetinp

which T'ould be held frori 27 to 29 Anril 1^87 in Addis AbaVa to which all relevant

Hnited Nations institutions and agencies had been invited to participate. The

representative of the secretariat concluded his introduction by connrendinf the

spirit of co-operation that existed between UNDF and ECA and hoped that that -

spirit TOuld continue to prevail.

176. In the discussion that followed, several representatives expressed their

opinions on the projects- of the regional prorrrprne for Africa which had been

considered under UNDP's Fourth Pro^rarTminp Cycle.
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177. Participants deplored the fact that programmes for the integration of

women in development had not been maintained by UNDP in its Fourth Programming

Cycle. They therefore requested clarification as to why no funds had been

allocated to those programmes and asked UFDP to review and reconsider its

position in order to take into account a number of ECA Conference of Ministers

resolutions and recommendations which specifically asked for everything to be

done to mobilize and to release funds for maintaining structure for the integra

tion of women both within ECA and within the MULPOCs. ■".■■.

178. Some delegations proposed that, if necessary^ they would intercede with

UNDP in order to make it reconsider the decision concerning the granting of funds

to the fourth cycle programmes for the integration of women in development.

179. Other delegations sought explanation on the criteria used for determining

the subregional projects which had been identified for funding under the

regional indicative planning figure (IPF) for the Fourth Programming Cycle.

Yets other delegations felt that the selection of projects for funding under

the Fourth Programming Cycle should have taken into account not only the natural

disasters of drought and desertification but also those of cyclones which

regularly swept over almost every island in the Indian Ocean every year.

130. In his intervention, the observer for UNDP first gave information,

additional to the presentation made by the representative of ECA secretariat.

ECA secretariat had indeed played an important roles without which the efforts

of UNDP would have been fruitless, fcy collaborating with UNDP in the preparation

of the orientation paper which formed the basis for the Fourth Programming Cycle.

For the first time toos the UNDP Regional Bureau;for the Arab States (represent

ing eight ECA member countries) was attending the Meeting of the Committee. He

commended the good working relationship existing between ECA and UNDP, in

particular with Liaison Office in Addis Ababa. He had been invited to

participate personally in the meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating

Committee for the Integration of Women in Development which had met on 1C and

11 April 1937 and had requested UFDP to reconsider its position on the financing



E/ECA/CM.13/58

Page 60

of women's programmes under the Fourth Programming Cycle. He had already

transmitted that request to New York. However, it was his opinion that the

general debate had given the impression that UtTDP had rejected all

proposals on women projects. That was not the case. In fact, out of the

three projects submitted, two had been retained. He hoped that UNDP would

consider sympathetically the representation that had been made to ETew York.

181. The. representative of the VV.B? Regional Bureau for the Arab States

expressed his gratification at attending the Meeting of the Coumittee. Ue

underscored the close and harmonious working relationship between his Bureau

and that for Africa. On the wholes the same concerns and sectoral projects

were on the minds of the members of the Eureau for the Arab States. An

intergovernmental meeting of experts was being organized to identify and

formulate projects for the Fourth Programming Gycle for the Arab States

the recommendations of which would be submitted to the UNDP Governing Council

in 1988. His office also had good vorkinc relationships with ECA.

1S2. To conclude9 the Chairman of the meeting summed up the positions and

the recoramendaitons unanimously adopted by participantss the Committee

woudl inform the UNDP authorities in New York that during the ECA Conference

of Ministers, UNDP should propose workable solutions in terms of their

reconsidered opinion on the financing of women's programmes under the Fourth

Programming Cycle, the Committee had been deeply disappointed at the stater

of affairs with respect to the women?s programmes and had requested that

those programmes should be maintained under the Fourth Programming Cycles ..

the Committee had noted with satisfaction the hope of the representative of

UNDP that his organization would consider sympathetically ARCC's representa

tion to Hew York,

183. Thereupon the Committee took note of the Progress report on preparations

for the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle for Africa (1987-1991).
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Request for assistance for the organization of a Symposium on Grass-

root Development [agenda item 10 (c)]

184. The representative of the Niger introduced document E/ECA/Clw13/52:

Request for assistance for the organization of a symposium on grassroot

development. He stated that no effective development could take place

without the involvement of the beneficiaries - particularly the villagers

in the African context. He pointed out that Africa was faced with several

economic and social problems, including the need for policy reforms.

Efforts at devising solutions to these problems invariably ignored the input

and participation of the average villager whom they were intended to benefit.

185, He informed the Committee that the main purpose of the symposium on

grassroot development which his Government was to hold in Niamey from 8 to

1A June 1987 was to arrive at ways and means of involving the peonle.at the

grassroot level in formulating measures for short- and. long-terra economic

recovery and development. The general framework of the symposium was to:

evaluate the basic development experiences of each participating State;

assess the basic development prospects envisaged; devalop a framework for

designing and implementing established priority programmes-; and identify

relevant national development policy parameters which focused on grassroot

communities as producers and beneficiaries. The specific framework of the

symposium was oriented towards new types of development and ways of

co-ordination at the local, national, regional and subregional levels.

It was open to all African national participants, leading scientists in

relevant disciplines, and relevant research institutions. The representative

read out a draft resolution for adoption by e'.ie Conference of Ministers.

186. Following this presentation, one representative commended the

Government of the Niger" for the initiative it had -tafccTi to organize a symposium

of that nature. To the extent that the r, o,:' ■ was to examine and advance

clear development policies, it was to be seen in the same light as the other
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Conferences that were planned for the specific purpose of furthering the

goals and objectives of, Africa's Priority Programme of Economic Recovery,

and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Developments namely3 the Conference on Africa; the challenge of economic

recovery and accelerated development, scheduled to take place in Abuja,

Nigeria, from 15 to 19 June 1957, and the Conference on the Human Dimension

of Africa's economic recovery and development; which would be held in

Librevillej Gabon,, from 12 to 15 October 1937. The representative suj^ested

that there was no need to hold a lengthy debate on the item and accordingly

proposed that the Committee should show by acclamation its support for the

appeal made by the Government of the Nigei for support in the organization of

the symposium and its approval of the proposed resolution (draft resolution

137. The Committee accepted the proposal.

Issues on social development in Africa (agenda item 11)

Implementation in Africa of the Convention on the Elimination of All

Forms of Discrimination against Women [agenda item 11 (a)]

188. Document E/ECA/CM.13/27 on this sub-item was introduced by the President

of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women

in Development (ARCC). She informed the meeting that the Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women had been adopted

by the General Assembly of the United rations on 18 December 1979 and had

come into force on 3 September 1981. To date 28 African countries had

ratified it= However, as the ECA study had shown,' the Convention9 in most

respectss was not being implemented by member States. Several factors

accounted for that situation, including the region^s economic crisis and

diminished resources, lack of knowledge of the Convention even in national

development agencies and institutionsB illiteracy among womens the language

of the Convention which inhibited wide dissemination^ misunderstanding,;, , ;.

about the Convention and women's rights, and shortage of trained personnel

to promote its implementation.
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189. The ARCC President noted that despite the tremendous improvements in

the situation of African women during .the United Nations, Decade for Women9 the

position of women in most societies was still characterized by inequalities

and discrimination. Oftens even rights guaranteed by constitution or other

legislation were abrogated by religious* traditional and ,customary laws and

practices. The greatest problems were encountered in the context of marriage

and family life. Tftusj throughout Africa there was a divergence between

the official profession of equality between the sexes and.the social reality

of women. The ARCC President further observed that even ECA had failed, to

achieve the expectations of wpmen,since only 6 per cent of its professional

staff females as opposed to the 25 per cent recommended by the General Assembly

for the entire United Nations Secretariat. She then.drew the attention of the

Committee to the numerous recommendations contained in the report and urged

the members to respond to the call of African women and ensure the widest

dissemination and implementation of the Convention.

190. In the ensuing discussion, participants confirmed their earlier position

expressing deep concern over the condition of women in Africa and their

commitment to take necessary steps to improve that condition- Several

participants related the experiences of their .countries in implementing the

Convention. In that regard9 two delegations amended parts p£ the report

dealing with case studies; of their countries. The .representative of Egypt

referred to paragraph 15 and indicated that women had access to all pariament-

ary seats and were currently occupying more seats,than reported. The

representative of Bwanda amended paragraphs 49 to 54S indicating that a

process was underway to revise the family code whose new, draft had eliminated

all forms of: discrimination against women in narriage and inheritance. In

general^ the participants made concrete proposals to enhance the implementation

of the Convention. ThusP it was proposed that the Convention be recorded for

the beliefi^tof illiterate men and women many of whom had access:to.radio-

cassette players. Courts should be set up in the countries to decide on

violations of the provisions of the Convention. Participants endorsed the

proposal contained in paragraph 59 that the ECA and OAU secretariats should

organize seminars on the Convention and the rights of women for judiciary and

other official personnel responsible for implementing national instruments of

that kind.
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191. In response to certain questions raised by participants, a representative

of the secretariat explained the basis for the selection of countries for the

case studies and urged member States to conduct similar studies- The Executive

Secretary underscored'the fundamental issue about women and development. He

stated that*since more than 50 per cent of the African population were femaless

efforts made to increase women's capacity in politicals economics social and

cultural endeavours would significantly enhance overall development in .the

continent! Change in the status of wonen had been difficult because of

persistent negative traditional practices and customs as well as the inadequacy

and inequality in educational opportunities for women. He stressed that the

responsibility lay at the national level. Therefore,;■-it was up to the countries

to accelerate the process of women's integration and up to the women themselves

to step up their efforts. He recalled that when ARCC was established in;

Rabat in 1979 at the fourteenth session of the Commission, it had been hoped

that every national delegation to TEPCOW would have women members and that

women would lead some of the delegations= That hope had not materialized

even though there'were many senior women in most of the relevant ministries.

192. turning to the situation of women in the United Nations Secretariat, the

Executive Secretary admitted that ECA had a low level of representation.

However, the situation had been caused by unavailability of qualified women

and not by discrimination. Most qualified African women were reluctant to

apply for or accept appointment at ECA due to their family obligations. Thuss

a lot depended on the women themselves. He hoped that once the current

freeze on recruitment had been removed9 more women would apply for the

available posts. He pointed outs however, that the regular budget posts were

subject to the principle of equitable geographical distribution which

disqualified women from over-represented countries. That -situation was

unfortunate since it was from the over-represented African countries that

qualified women could be found.
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193o The Committee took note of the report,and made the following recommendations

(a) Those countries that had not yet signed and/br ratified the Convention

should do so;

(b) Countries which had signed and ratified the Convention should

disseminate', it widely using all suitable means to reach all the people; and

(c) Participants should make a commitment to advise their governments

to implement the Convention.

Establishment of a United Nations African Institute for the Prevention

of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 7 agenda item 11 (b)_7 :

194. In presenting document E/ECA/CM.13/28:. Establishment of a United Nations

African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,

a representative of the secretariat traced the historical background and

legislative authorities which had led to the establishment of the African

Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI).

The African Regional Preparatory Meeting for the sixth United Nations Congress

on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held in Addis Ababa,

in August 1978, had adopted a resolution urging «the Secretary-General of

the United Nations and the Administrator of the United Nations Development

Programme to take all necessary steps for the creation of the African Regional

Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders*. In

July 19791 the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity,

meeting in Monrovia, had also adoptedresolution CM/RES/755(XXXtil) on the

establishment of African anti-crime organizations. 'That resolution was

subsequently endorsed by the sixteenth Assembly of OAU Heads of State and

Government. The ECA Conference of Ministers'had itself adopted resolution

392(XV)S in April 1980, requesting the Executive Secretary of ECAS in

consultation with the relevant international and regional organizations, to

take all appropriate steps to establish the Institute.

195, The representative of the secretariat highlighted progress made so far in

the establishment of the Institute whose operational phase had been launched

in January 1987 with ECA secretariat servicing as temporary headquartets. He

drew the attention of the Committee to the objectives and functions of the
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Institute, and the constitution and functions of the Governing Board as contained

in the document. He then called on the Committee to consider the issues of

selecting the host-country and the appointment of the Governing Board members.

With regard to the first issue, only four countries had responded to ECA's note

verbale to member States with two of those expressing regrets and the other two

seeking further clarification. With regard to the seconds he urged members cf

the Committee to initiate consultations among themselves with a view to advising

the Conference of Ministers on the constitution of the Board.

196. The Committee welcomed the establishment of the Institute and commended

ECA for its role particularly in providing temporary secretariat services

pending the selection of the host-country. However, two possible problen

areasa which could constrain the effectiveness of the Institute„ were noted.

These were funding of the Institute and the danger of interference in the

internal affairs of member States.

197. The Committee noted that the slow response of member States could have

resulted from the lack of detailed information on tha nature,, scope and impact

of the institute. It was further observed that crime and other social- evils

went hand in hand with the trend of economic conditions and the level of moral

and social decadence* Specific suggestions were made with respect to the

mobilization of resources; the structure, composition and functions of the

Governing Board" and the institutional arrangements and procedures. Efforts

should be made to explore various sources of funding in support of the Institute,

With regard to the Governing BoardB it was suggested that the host-country

should be made a member of the Boards the proposed length of service of two

years be revieweds membership be based on a rotational system9 and observerss

including traditional experts, be allowed to sit in the Board's deliberations

from time.to,time. Regarding institutional arrangements and procedures, it was

suggested that national mechanisms should be strengthened^ greater.collaboration

and co-ordination sought between relevant existing national, bilateral and .

multilateral institutions and measures taken to ensure proper administration

and accountability of the Institute's, funds.

19.8, In view of the issues raised and potential problems identified, the

Committee agreed that consultations be initiated and appropriate recommendations

be made to the Conference of. Ministers towards the constitution of the

Governing Board, and that the Board, when constituteds should address those
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issues and problems raised during the discussion. To this endsthe Committee

appointed an ad hoc Conrr.itt.ee composed of E;;ypts KenyaB Lesotho B the Niger and

Zaire to hold the necessary consultations. It was further agreed that greater

publicity on the Institute be made to better assist member States with their

decision on hosting the Institutes and that all efforts be nades with the

co-operation of the ECA and the international communitys to mobilize financial

resources.

199. The Committee took note of the report presented to it and adopted d-raft

resolutions 13(VIII) and 21(VIII).

Culture and development in Africa _/_ apenda item 11 (c)_T

200. In introducing document E/ECA/CM.13/50: Culture and development in Africa,

a representative of the secretariat of OAU thankeds on behalf of the Secretary-

General of his organization, the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Committee

for including the item on the agenda. He underscored the importance of

cultural life in the development process and the need to integrate African

culture into planning and programming. In that connections and for the first

time, a conference of African Ministers of Culture had been held at Port Louis9

Mauritius, in April 1986, That conference had attempted to use cultural

approach to understand the African development problems9 identify its causes

and those aspects of African development policy centred on man. In particular,,

the Conference had endeavoured to give substance to the Declaration on the

Cultural Aspects of the Lagos Plan of Action adopted by the twenty-first

Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU held in Addis Ababaa in

November 1984. : ,

201. He went on to spell out a series of proposals made by the Conference of

Ministers of Culture that would help policy analysts and decision-makers to

take into account the cultural parameters in development plans9 programmes and

strategies at both national and subregional levels. In particulars ECA had

been requested1 in close collaboration with UNESCO and OAU to provide assistance

to member States in the form of advisory services9 organization of.seminars

and workshops at'a rate of two per each geographical subrepion of. OAU over

a period of two1 years, to establish a monitoring mechanism on the subject9 and

to contact'ADBS EECS UNDPK UNICEF and W for the purpose of mobilizing the

required financial resources.
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202. During the discussion that followed,, the view was expressed that nany

seminars and workshops similar to those proposed by the OAU secretariat had

been organized in the past. However, their outcomes were below expectations

specially in terns of evolving the developmental approaches which took into

account the objectives and needs of beneficiaries and ensuring their effective

participation at all stages of development. It was felts that ways and means

should be found to ensure the effective participation of beneficiaries of

development in the planned seminars and workshops along with all interested

national9 regional' and international institutions.

203. Caution was, however expressed against optimism in getting substantial

results using the approach laid down in the OAU paper, since those who would

be in charge of integrating cultural values into the planning process were

likely to reject the values, ■ ■ " •

204. In response to questions, the representative of the OAU secretariat

acknowledged that numerous seminars and workshops had been held on the subject

but in the past had mainly been restricted to specialists of culture. In

order to increase the chance of taking into account cultural parameters in the

development process, he agreed that it was imperative to include development

specialistsj beneficiaries as well as cultural experts as participants in

future seminars and workshops„

205. After expressing his gratitude to the Secretary-General of OAU for taking

the initiative to include the item in the agenda of the Committee, the

Executive Secretary underscored the importance of culture in the development

process. He acknowledged that economists tended to focus on quantitative

parameters and thereby ignored the social and cultural aspects of development.

He added that it was sratifyins to note that the secretariat of OAU was actively

engaged in assisting member States to integrate cultural dimensions into the

development process and assured the representative of OAU of the support and

collaboration of EGA in that undertaking.

206. The observer for UNESCO expressed the satisfaction of his organization at

the inclusion of the subject ,in the agenda of the Committee. He recalled the

main features of the Proclamation of the World Decade for Cultural Development

and indicated that during the bienniurn 1388-1989, his organization would

concentrate its efforts on inter-sectoral pilot projects within the context of

the 14 major programmes of the Medium-Term Plan (1984-1939)* . .
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207. He pointed out that co-operation between, QAU and UNESCO in the field of

culture and started in a. more systematic manner in 1930. Assistance was

provided by his organization to strengthen the capability of OAU in She area

of culture. He reiterated the commitment of UNESCO to fully co-operate with

the secretariats of OAU and EGA in the implementation of APPER and UN-PAAERD in

general andB in particular, the need to integrate the socio-cultural parameters

in the planning and development of the rural sectors. ■■".-,.■■

203. The Chairman stressed the importance of culture in development and urged

the secretariats of OAU, UNESCO and EGA to intensify their efforts in helping

member States to integrate cultural values in .the development process through

the organization ojE: seminars and the provision of assistance towards the.

implementation of the recoosnendations.. -

209. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM.13/5G and adopted-draft

n 20(VIII).

Progress report on the establishment of the African Centre of Meteorological

Applications for Development (ACMAD) /^agenda item 12 (a)_7

210. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CK.13/29,

Add.l and Add.2i Progress report on the establishment of the African Centre,

of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD). He reported on the.

activities of the secretariat in response to ECA resolution 535(XXI) operative

paragraphs 2 and 3 which" called upon the'Executive Secretary of ECA in

collaboration with the Secretary-General of the -World Meteorological Organization

to prepare a dtaft constitution for ACMAD and to seek financial support from

the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank, the African Development

Bank, and bilateral and multilateral donors. He then reported on inter-agency

expert consultations, at which the draft constitution, draft host agreement,

criteria for hosting the Centre, technical details of the full-scale project

documents to establish the centre, and the financing of the centre by member

Statesfand donors were considered. The details were subsequently examined by

the WMO Regional .Association I (Africa) and the ECA Joint Intergovernmental

Regional Committee, on Human Settlements and Environment at its fourth meeting,

from 9 to 13 February 1987s whose recommendations were before the Committee.
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211. He pointed out that the tasks before the Committee were fourfold;; firsts

to examine the draft constitution and make recommendations; second, to decide

on the location of the centre on the basis of the technical criteria presented

in document E/ECA/CM.13/29 Add.l; third, to examine and decide on the proposed

organizational structure of the Centre; and fourth to review the financing

requirements of the Centre and take the necessary decisions. He drew the

attention of the Committee to Add.2 of the document which focused on the -

financial implications of the Centre. In conclusion* he outlined the benefits

to be derived from the Centre, ,

212. The observer from WMO complemented the details provided by the ECA ■■■■■■

secretariat. Noting that the decision to establish the Centre had its origin

in the drought experienced by the African countries in the early 1980s, he

appealed to member States to give the establishment of the Centre the urgency

it deserved. In particulars he appealed for consensus concerning the location

and constitution of the centres as well as on the need to avoid duplication of

efforts9 and underscored the financial obligations of member States, Finally,,

he expressed his organization's appreciation for the excellent and rewarding

collaboration between ECA and WMO,

213. In the ensuing discussiona one representative proposed that on account of

the inadequacy of information and of the complexity of the subject, the Committee

should examine the issues under six headings namely, (a) financing of the Centre^

(b) technical equipment; (c) composition of the Governing Council; (d) contribution

scales; (e) the draft constitution and (f) the choice of the host country. The

Committee accepted that proposal as well as a proposal to establish a working

group to look into the issues- The Committee decided however that it would

review all the issues in plenary firsts before they were considered by the

working group, ;

^a) Financing of the Centre

214. A desire was expressed for the establishment of an effective and lasting

Centre and representatives agreed that the financing of the Centre should be

taken up by all member States of the Comraission9 especially as meteorology

knew no borders.
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215. One representative expressed caution over the establishment of the Centre

in the light of the financial difficulties facing other subregional institutions

and also because only 18 member States had so far agreed to provide financial

support to the Centred Another representative also expressed concern over UNDP's

failure to assure support for the Centre9 and requested ECA to examine the

financial aspects of the Centre fully.

(b) Technical equipment

216. Representatives felt that the information provided in the documents on

available technical equipment was not sufficient for informed decision-making.

217. The observer of ICAO expressed his organization's interest in the Centre

and its activities particularly in the area of forecasting systems in which his

organization had complementary activities,

(c) Composition of the Governing Council

218. Representatives stated that the.guiding principle for the composition of

the Governing Council should be representation of each subregion. Some delegates

stressed the regional peculiarities o£ the continents and drew attention ,to the

special problems of island countries and proposed that seven subregional groups

should be useds as was done in document E/ECA/CM.1/1. (March 1S36) which was

prepared for the first extraordinary meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers

on the African economic crisis.

219. Representatives also proposed that the Econpmic C.opniss<ioft, for; Africa should

be a full member of the Governing Council.- , , > .

(d) Contribution scales . ; .

220. Representatives did not specifically address this item,

(e) The draft constitution

221. One.representative wondered whether the secretariat had submitted the draft

constitution to. member States;in advances and if not9 he wondered how representatives

could usefully: discuss .articles 59 89 99 and 12 of the,,draft. Other . ;, • ii*.-

representatives proposed the following revisions to the-draft constitution

- Article 2S para, 2a; to be revised to read ((Strengthen the capabilities

of national meteorological services in the application and use of
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- Article 2 para. 2 should further be revised to include the concerns

of island countries, in particular early warning systems for cyclones:

Article 5S para. 2at should be revised to provide for the representation

of the Economic Commission for Africa by the Executive Secretary after

the initial phase when the Chairman should have been elected?

- Article 9; should be revised to state the obligations of the Centre to

member States so as to safeguard the interests of member States, and an

additional clause should be added to read «The centre should make its

services freely accessible to all member States*:

. - The title of the Centre's Chief Executive Office should be made uniform

instead of the different titles of Director General, Executive Director

and Director.

(f) Choice of the host country

222. Representatives of some of the prospective host countries pointed out the

special facilities and advantages their countries had to offer.

223. Several representatives reiterated that the technical criteria presented

in the main document and the:operational availability of the technical facilities

■should guide the.location of the Centre, It was also arBued that the objectives

should be linked with the location of the Centre, but representatives had

:differing.opinions on this. Other factors susgested for serious consideration

in the location of the Centre were, the availability of a critical mass of

scientific community and the degree of commitment of the prospective host

country. It was also suggested that the various criteria should be weighted

and a dispassionate analysis made to determine the host country. Since the

issues were complex, some representatives pointed to the heed': to postpone the

discussions to the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers.

224. In his interventions the Executive Secretary emphasized the need to reach

a decision, and informed the Committee of a telex from the;Secretary-General

of WMO who urged the Committee to.reach a decision on the issues before it,

particularly the issues of location and of the the constitution of the Centre,

The Execute Secretary stressed that the Committee should adopt the constitution

and decide on the location of the Centre.
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225-. The Committee then decided to;establish a Working Group to look into

the issues before it. The Working Group was constituted as follows;

Pegion Country representing region

1. --Southern Africa -■ : Lesotho (Chairman)

2. 'West Africa ' Senegal '

3. Central Africa ' Zaire (Rapnorteur) :

4= North Africa r ■ Libya

5. Edst Africa Ethiopia

226. the Committee decided that ECA and WMO would be members of the Working

Sroup and would provide additional information as required. Potential host

countries were also called upon to provide all the information which the group

would require in its work.

227. The Working Group was, called upon to look.into the special concerns of

the island countries9 in addition to all the other issues raised by participants

in plenary.

228. The Chairman of the Working Group, subsequently submitted, the report of ■

the Group..together with the revised draft constitution of the. Centre which are

attached to the present report as annex V, an,d Addendun respectively.

229. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM. 13/299 Add.l and Add.,2, and

adopted the report of t.he Working Group as well as the revised constitution for

the consideration of the Conference of Ministers. ,

Drought and desertification in Africa £ agenda item 12 (b)_/

230. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that this sub-item had been

proposed for inclusion in the agenda by the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian

(Mfic^ :(UNSO)V" Since UFSG-^»as-not-represented at the meeting he suggested

that the agenda' item be deleted. The item was accordingly deleted from the

agenda.. ■.„....
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Report on the International Scientific Conference^ on 'the Lake Nyos -

Disaster./ agenda item 12 (c)_7"

231. A representative of the secretariat presented document E/ECA/CM.13/34:

Report on the International Scientific Conference on the Lake Nyos Disaster. He

explained the objective of the Conference and drew the attention of the meeting

to its conclusions and recommendations which were directed at the Government of

Cameroon and to all other countries which were prone to such disasters.. He said

that the Conference had based its assessment on geological observations9 detailed

analysis of water samples, and on medical examination of victims and survivors.

He pointed out;.that the Conference had ample information on the cause of deaths,

but could not agree on the causes and mechanism of the gas eruption,. The first

theory attributed the immediate cause of the disaster to rapid degassing of carbon

dioxide from the lake water. The second hypothesis postulated the injection of

gases from levels beneath the lake floor due to volcanic activity. He concluded

by stressing the need for disaster preparedness and planning as outlined in the

report.

232. Tha Chairman highly commended all the parties who were involved in organizing

the Conference and urged them to continue their support to the efforts of the

Government of Cameroon in establishing monitorings prediction and public warning

systems and emergency preparedness.. ■■'= : '

233. The representative of Cameroon reiterated the Chairman's observations and

expressed the gratitude of the Government of Cameroon for the assistance ECA9 UNDP

and UNESCO as well as other oganizations had provided in the organization of the

Conference and to all members of the international community who came to Cameroonfs

aid during the disaster. : r r -'■' : ' ■''-•'-> "■

Trade-,and development; .. Addis Ababa Declaration o£ African Ministers Responsible

for Trade and -Development Preparatory to UNCTAD VII (agenda item 13) .., .

234. Document E/ECA/CM.13/47: Trade and Developments Addis Ababa Declaration of

African Ministers Responsible for Trade and Development Preparatory to UNCTAD VII

was presented by the representative of Senegal in that country's capacity as

Chairman of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade which was held in Addis

Ababa, Ethiopia, from 16 to 18 March 1987. He said that the objectives of the
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Declaration adopted by that Conference were to introduce into the negotiating

platform of the ^roup of 77 those 'nieaGures a-looted by the international

in the United Nations Programme of Action for-African Economic Recovery and

Development which had to be implemented by lT«CTAD-and to pursue that objective by

considering, to the extent feasible, the common interests of the African countries

and the €rour> of 77. The■ nroRramne had before it two basic documents namely the

Report of the Preparatory Cormittee of tha ^-rbup of 77, and Economic Recovery,

Growth and. Development in Africa; ?ro^osals for UWCTAD VII which had been

prepared by KCA.

235. With regard to the Declaration, the representative of General said that it

was an analysis of, and proposals concerning, the various iteras on the apenda for

UNCTAD VII against the backpround of Africa's critical economic situation, the

collapse of commodity prices, the decline in aid flows to Africa, the srovinp debt

burden, international trade barriers, and the untenable situation of African least

developed countries. Specifically the Declaration appealed for an increase in

development resources by raisinp the --uantum of such resources flowing to African

countries in line with the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic

"Recovery and Development. It also called for the forr?ulation of a growth-■ strategy

to meet the debt and. development crisis and iiBPlemented on the basis of shared

responsibility, political dialogue and co-ordination of. the-activities of all the

parties involved. Commoditv prices needed to be stabilized and marketins arrange

ments strengthened; Those countries which had not yet done so should ratify the

agreement establishing the Common Fund for Commodities. Technical and financial

support to developing countries needed to be strengthened in the areas of industrial

processing, marketing, distribution and transport. Compensatory financing should be

made available to offset revenue deficits while access to developed country markets

should be substantially facilitated and exports diversified. A coherent global and

universal framework needed to be developed for analysing the world trade situation

and trends and for taking practical action to do away with protectionism and trade

barriers. African countries should be ^iven increased technical and financial

assistance in order to boost their trade promotion activities. The United Rations

Programme of Action for African I^conoric Recovery and Development needed to be

effectively imnlementec* with particular regard to African TJ)Cs. UNCTAD resolution

165(S-IX) should be irnnlenented, nrovinion ma^.e for balance-of-rtaynents support,

and a mechanism set up to compensate in full the export revenue deficits of
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236. The Committee took note of the document.

Kenorts from the subsidiary organs of the Cor-ipission (agenda iter 14)

Reports on the second neetiny o^ the Conference of ministers of 7inance and

Governors of Central Banks on the African Monetary Fund /agenda item 14 (a)7

237. A renrecehtativp. ofJ the secretariat introduced document S/ECA/CM.13/30 -

report on the'second neetint* of the Conference of ■■Ministers of Finance an-1

Governors o^ Central banks', on the African Monetary *\ind. ve recalled that at

the seventh neetin* of the Committee, the secretariat had reported that the :

Ministers of finance and Governors of Central Banks were scheduled to meet to ■

consider some issues which were still outstanding with regard to the establishment

of an African Monetary Fund. Those issues included: (a) membership in the ^und;

(b) whether or not to onen the capital o* the ^und to external participation .and

if so in what Proportion; (c) whether or not nayr-ents of subscriptions by regional

member States should be made in both convertible and national currencies and if so

in what proportion; and (d) the sir.e o* the board of executive directors of the

Fund and whether or not they should be resi/snt at the principal offices of the

Fund fron the date of commencement of its operations.

238. He infome^ the Committee that the said neetinp-" of Ministers of finance took

place in Libreville, Gabon,, from 1.°, to ?l June I9£6. However, the meeting had been

unable to resolve; the outstandinp' issues an ■ had as a consequence, decided-to

set un an ad hoc corriittee now knoTm as the "Committee of Libreville" to examine

those issues. The nenbers of the Committee were Gabon, Sierra T.eone, Tunisia,

"Uganda and Zambia. There \ms however, no ?uorur- at the "last roee'tirm of the

-Connittee. It had therefore been decide'4 to ador>t an interim report of the

Conmittee and to meet a^ain in- Cairo in June 1?°7, durine the AT)1* annual meetings.

As such, the outstanding issues on the African ^Tonetory Fund still remained

unresolved. .

239. The representative referred tn nara^rroh C~ of the document an^ propose':' that

the secretariat should include the new approach which Africa had adorsted to deal

with the debt problen. The chairrian supj^este1 that since the renort was on a

ministerial meetinp, the Cormittee should take note o^ it and transmit it to

the Conference of 1'inisters. It was so decided.
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Renort of the sixth meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts

of African Least developed Countries /a^sn^.a iten 14 (b)J

240. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania in his capacity as

Chairman of" the sixtV neetin?* of the Inter^overrurental Committee of Experts of

African Least developed Countries introduce^ document F/KCA/CT{.13/5ls the report

of the., meeting, .which iras held fron 9 .to 11 Arsril 19P7. . ,.

241. He said that the neetin? ha-! reviewed the econonic and social situation in

the African Least developed countries during the 19P5-19-/; period, and the

progress made in implementing, the Substantial ^eu Programme of Action for the

least developed countries in the 1910s in the l£<*ht of the constant decrease in

bilateral and nultilateral aid flows and. other international support measures

in favour of the least develoned countries.. It had also assessed the inpact of

structural adjustment and stabilization nro^rammes on the long-term r>ro"th and

development of African least develoned countries; and examined FCA

activities in 19P5-1986 and those programmer! for the 1036-1987 biennium.

242. The review of macro-economic trends in African least developed countries

durint* the 1935-JL9CS bienniun had showed that 'chore had been a rise in G^P in

real terns of 0.7 per cent in 10^5 and 4.? ner cent in 1935 which implied a

decline in per canita GPP of 1.3 per cent in 1905 and a recovery of 1.5 ^er cent

in 19H6. The rural sector's growth rate had increased from 2.2 per cent in 1935

to 3,A in 1935 mainly as a result of abundant rainfall trhich had improved overall

agricultural performance. The overall budget deficit haO r-Tidened by f-5.9 per cent

in 19B6 as against 2.3 per cent in 19fi5 v^hile the external public debt had

risen from $TJB ?3 billion in 1QP.5 to $!TS ,?0 billion in 1986. African least develop

ed countries had made considerable efforts to redress their economies within or

without adjustment and stabilization nroctrau«Ees supported by the International

Monetary ?und and the TTorld Fank.

243. The representative of the United ^.enublic of Tanzania underscored the

crucial role that ECA had nlayed in assisting the African least developed

countries durinp IQ'?5-19*A and in particular co-reienrled the study undertaken by

the secretariat on the irnnact of structural adjustment and stabilisation

nro^rannes on the lonrr-tern prowth and developrent of African least -""eveloped

countries. ?Te finally called unon the Oor-M.ittee to sunnort the reconr^enlations
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and resolutions adopted by the sixth meeting of :the XntetSQvernTnental Committee of

Experts of African least developed countries and stressed the need for the

establishment of an inter-agency comnittee at f.he regional level for co-ordinatinf?

the mobilization and more efficient use of the huraan and financial resources of

African least developed countries.

244. The Committee took note of the report endorse:"; the recommendations contained

therein and adopted draft resolution 7 (VIII).

Report and decisions of the seventh Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-

sponsored Regional and Subrepdonal Institutions arid Penort of the meeting

of Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored Institutions and ECA Chiefs of

Divisions and project officers /agenda iten 14 (c)/

245. A represnetative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM. 13/32:

Report and decisions of the seventh Conference of Chief Executives of ECA-

sponsored regional and subrc.ional Institutions. *"& informed the Committee that

the Conference was held from 24 to 27 January 1987 at Tripoli, the Great Socialist

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya. The objective of the Conference was to Consider the role

of the ECA-sponsored institutions in the implementation of the United Nations

Pro^rarare of Action for Africa's Economic Recovery and Development, The Conference

also considered the UNDP Fourth Cycle Regional Programme for Africa and how the

institutions could benefit from it.

246. He informed the Cormittee that the Conference also considered and made

recommendations on the follovjing important issues? relations between 5CA

secretariat and the ECA-sponsored institutions; host governments and ECA-sponsored

institutions; member States and ECA-soonsored institutions; relations between ECA-

sponsored and other institutions; donor and ECA-sponsored institutions;

institutional development; and harmonization and standardization of documentation.

247.. With regard to document E/ECA/CM.13/32 Add.Is Report of the meeting of

Chief Executives of ECA-sponsored institutions and SCA Chiefs of Divisions and

project officers, the representative of the secretariat informed the Committee

that a successful meeting of the ECA-sponsored institutions with ECA Chief of

Divisions and project officers was held from 23 February to 1 March 19B7 at

Nazareth, Ethionia. He pointed out that frank discussion at the meeting had ena

bled consensus on activities of comnun interest for Africa's economic
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248. The Committee observed that these were internal FCA meetings ai-sed *t

strengthening the working relations between ECA and her sponsored institutions,

as well as harmonizing and standardizing their documentation, and took note of

the reports. .

Report of the fourth meeting o? the,Joint Intergovernmental Committee on .

Human Settlements and Environment /agenda item 14 (d)/

249. A representative of the secretariat presented1 document F./ECA/CM.13/33:

Report of the fourth meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Coramittee or Human

Settlnents and Environment. He indicated that the Joint Intergovernmental

Committee which met in Addis Ababa in February 1987, had conducted its meeting in

plenary and through two working groups; one on human settlements and the other

on environmental issues. The working group on human settlemts had focused its

discussions on human settlements planning, development of building materials

industries, popular participation in housing schemes arid co-operation between

ECA and other international organizations within and outside the United nations

system. The working groun on environment had concentrated on the progress and

constraints in the implementation of ECA resolutions 446(XVII) on combating

desertification in Africa, 474(XVIII) on the .strengthening of African capabilities

in environmental matters, and 585("XI) on the establishment of the African Centre

of Meteorological Applications for development (ACMAD); prevention of encroachment

on arable land in Africa; and developing national environmental standards and

environmental training capabilities in Africa.

250. The representative of the secretariat drew the attention of the Committee to

the resolution adopted by the Joint Intergovernmental Committee on huran

settlements which dealt specifically with land'development policies in Africa,

policies and programmes on human settlements, the development of the building

sector, and training in the field of human settlements in Africa. The Coranittee's

attention was drawn to the recommendations made by the meeting on environmental

matters. -;.

251. The Committee took note of the report, 'adopted draft resolution 3(VIII) on

human settlenetits and endorsed the recommendations on erivironnent contained in

the report.
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Report of the third meetinp of the Conference of Vice-chancellors,

Presidents -ar^. Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa,

and the Harare Statement on the PvOle of Africa's Institutions of Higher

Learning in Africa's Economic Recovery and Development /agenda item 14 (e)7

252. In introduciiip; this item, a representative of the secretariat informed

ths Committee that the third meeting of the Conference of Vice-chancellors,

Presidents and Sectors of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa the. report

of which was contained in document E/ECA/CM.13/48 had taken place against the

backdrop of significant developments in the formulation of development policies

and strategies in Africa and had had as its theme, "The Future of

Education in Africa and Africa's Lon^-term Development Problems -

The meetinp had accordingly deliberated on Africa's short-, medium- and long-term

development problems and the role institutions of higher learning could and

should play in facilitating the iciplementation of neasures to deal with the

problems within the framework of Africa's Priority ^roprame for Economic

Recovery (APPER) and the United nations Prosranme of Action for African Economic

Recovery and Devslormient (UN-PAAJEPD).

253. He said that the Conference pave specific consideration to issues related

to science and technology; economic and financial Tranarter>ent, inclu^inf* debt

management; agricultural rehabilitation and development, including soil and

water conservation, drought and desertification control, the production of

agriculture inputs, tools and equinnent; etc.s and how these could influence the

orientation of the research, teaching and consultancy programmes of those

institutions. Due consideration was also pivsn to the need for the building of

bridges between institutions of higher learning and their governments and comities

as well as the need for creating mechanisms to ensure a continuous dialogue ir

meeting Africass medium- and lon^-term development needs.

254. The representative of the secretariat also drew the attention of the

Committee of the Harare statement on the role of Africafs institutions of hipher

learning in Africa's economic recovery and development together with the .

associated resolution which had been adopted by the said meeting. He underscored

the iiiportant role to be played by African Heads of State and Government at
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nationals subre^ior_a!.s -?e~5.on?il nnH continental lr^lr no no to -a'tc the con-

tribution of higher institutions of learning to Africa's development, nore

effective-and requested the Cor.Tiair.tee to endorse and <juTim.it those documents

to the Conference of : ;ipist.srs.

255. Burinp the discussion that folloveH, one representative contended the

secretariat and ur^ed that effective trays and r.-eane" should he found to strike

the necessary balance hefean research fiTvUnps r.r * ^.3 Vvelonrent and testing

of prototypes and rvirketaMa products on the hasr.s.of those findings, TTe observed

that by striking such a balance, the recomendatior. or the intensification of

research activities would better attract the surirort of industrialists an^1

thereby make the recomendations nore practical an*' ■■■:?.anin".JCul.

256. The Cormittee expressed its satiffaction Trit1-. th<2- report particularly

since it iras a clear indication that Heads of African i~r;titutions of higher

nin^ T7ere follo^inp the tzave of events in Africa. The innortance of the

ion and devalonnent of hir;h level hunan resources for developnent x-tslh

also noted, and the r.ee--i 'or the collection,, .centralisation and T^i-^er 4icssrr.inp.tion

j of information and research findings enphasized.

i 257. The Committee took note of the report and rsnueste-f. VGA to intensify efforts

in consolidating ano; o-erationalizinp the role of African institutions of hipber

learning- in1 Africa's '^velnnent process. It air? a^o^-te-i draft resolution

Report of the ninth reeetinp of the Conference of African Ministers of ?rade

/agenda iten i.A (")7 ■ . ■

258. The representative of nierra Leone vhose coup try vas the Chairran of the

ninth neetin-^ of the Conference of African " inisteirc of Trade which had taker

place in Addis Ababa,. Ethiopia, in f'-irch 19^7, introduced document ^/ECA/CT". 13/35

which contained the renort of that rreetin^. Tie drew the attention of the

Conp.ittec to tiro errors ir\ the renort r;hich should i:o corrected by (a) deletit"?

the uords "joint FCA/GAU" from the title on the cover we; and (b) inserting

the vord "trade" in the first sentence of nara?ranh ^3 after the wrds "Ministers of"

and replacing the uord "took" by "take" in the saris ^rfl
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25S. The ninth had reviewed recent trends in Africa's trade relations and

Africa's subnission to UHCTAD VII, nMde appropriate recommendations and adopted

three resolutions. With regard to the contribution of domestic and intra-African

trade to Africa's economic growth an. development, the Conference had reiterated

the fundamental importance of -'o.estic trade, identified a series o< constraints-

hindering the development, of intra-African trade and ^e proposals to alleviate
the,. As for the proclamation of 1988_W98 as the ^^ Nat±ons .^^ fot

Domestic and Intra-African Trade, the Conference had felt that it would he more

appropriate to Work towards the implementation of the various decisions that had

been taken by African Heads of State and Covernment ,ith respect to the development
of domestic and intra-African trade that, to observe a Decade.

260. With regard to the problems of African land-locked and island countries, the

ninth meeting had noted with appreciation the initiative taken by the OAU

Secretariat to present a document on such an important subiect and acknowledged

that the paper was essentially a preliminary one with a lot of gaps to be filled

In that connection, the ninth meeting had adopted a series of decisions which are
contained m paragraph 1,1 of docunent E(ECA/C?4.13/35.

261. In its consideration of some of the recent developments in the area of

market research and trade promotion and the effort rade by some African countries

as well as those by ECA to implement the decisions of ths eighth meetin, of the ■

Conference, the ninth meeting adopted a series of decisions which are also

contained in paragraph 46 of the document.

262.. Concerning All-Africa Jr^e^air^he-ninth feetin* had adooted' a ''

resolution which was in two parts - Part I was devoted to the Fourth All-Africa

Trade Fair in which the Secretary-General of OAU was requested to transmit a

soecxal message of congratulation and thanks to the President of the Republic

of Togo and the Government and peoole.of Togo for the exceotiona! efforts deployed

to make the Fourth All-Africa Trade -air a success. Part II, on the Fifth All-

Trade Fair, dealt with the composition of the organizing co^nittee and its

terms of reference. The meeting had also adopted .'resolution' on the Association

of African Trade Pronotion 0rgani2ations (AATPO) to assist it in its efforts to

nobxHze the financial resources required for its nrooer functioning
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263. The meeting specifically stressed the generally disappointing performance

in Africa's external trade relations and had made proposals to reverse those

trends. It had in particulars urged African countries that had not yet done so9

to sign and/or ratify the agreement on the Common Fund for commodities under

UNCTAD in order to make it operational without any further delay and adopted a

resolution on Africa's trade with socialist countries of Eastern Europe. With

regard to Transnational Corporationss the meeting had adopted a series of actions

intended to enhance their contribution towards domestic and intra-African trade.

264. Lastly, the Conference decided that its next meeting would take place in

March 1989.

265. The Committee took nota of the document E/ECA/CM.13/35 with reservations

made by the representative of Morocco and endorsed draft resolutions 3(VIII)s

4(VIII) and 5(VIII).

Report of the eighth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee

for tye Integration of Women in Development /agenda item 14 (g)7

266. The Chairperson of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee (ARCC) for

the integration of women in development presented document E/ECA/CM.13/36 - Report

of the eighth meeting of the African Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the

Integration of Women in Development. She stated that 13 of the 15 ARCC member

States had attended the meeting and that Ethiopia, the Congo, the Great Libyan Arab

Jamahiriya, Malawi and the United Republic of Tanzania had attended the meeting as

observers. '

267. The ARCC meeting had before it four agenda itemss two of which, namely:

the report on the status of women's projects under the UNDP Fourth Programming

Cycle, and the report on the implementation of the convention on the elimination

of all forms of discrimination against women, the present meeting of TEPCOW had

considered at great length under agenda items 10 (b) and 11 (a) respectively. The

chairperson drew, the attention of TEPCOW to (i) the memorandum from the Africa Re

gional Co-ordinating Committee (ARCC) for the integration of women in development to

the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of; ECA and to UNDP: and to
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(ii) the resolution of the eighth meeting of the Africa Regional Co-ordinating

Committee for the Integration of Women in Development. The other two agenda items

included the reports on the ECA work programme for women and on planning for

women in the United Nations.

268. She reported that two main problems had been experienced. The first was

the financial constraints as already discussed by TEPCOW and the second was

lack of communication between the Africa Training and Research Centre for

Women and the MULPOCs. ATRCW had been requested to look into the second

problem and have it resolved.

269. In the ensuing discussion the representative of Gabon apologized for

arriving late for the meeting of TEPCOWS otherwise he could have made the

observation he wanted to make at the time the subject was discussed by TEPCOW.

He then informed the Committee that the part of the report on the implementation

of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

Women related to his country, was 80 per cent wrong and requested the

secretariat to correct it.

270. The Committee observed that such reports were often prepared with

information from member States,, and requested the secretariat to ensure

that corrections suggested were made to the.report.

271. The Committee took note of document E/ECA/CM.13/36 and adopted draft

resolution 9(VIII).

Report of the third meeting of the Regional Technical Committee for the

Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS) /agenda item 14 (h)J

272. The Chairman of the Regional Technical Committee for ?ADIS introduced

document E/ECA/CM.13/37 which contained the report of the third meeting

of that Committee held in Addis Ababa from 14 to 16 April 1987. That meeting

had considered progress made in implementing the PADIS programme; a report on

the financing of PADIS; reports from Subregional Committees and United

Nations bodies and agencies concerned with information systems; the PADIS

strategies for the period 1987-1991 and work plan for 1987-1988; and the PADIS

Medium-tem Plan for the period 1990-1995.
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273. The Committee was informed about the point to point data transmission link

established between PADIS and the OAU secretariat, allowing direct access to

data bases. The Committee was informed that a project for $US 3,675,000 had

been submitted to UNDP for the 1987-1991 period. Pending final approval, an

advance authorization for $US 363s00C for six months had been authorized.

The UNDP Regional Bureau for Arab States had also approved a project on PADIS

activities in North Africa under a UNESCO project. The Committee was also

informed about the decision taken by the meeting of Plenipotentiaries of the

Gisenyi and Yaounde MULPOC member States on the establishment of a Central African

Documentation and Information System (CADIS), and the acceptance of the

Government of Zaire to host the centre and boar its investment and start-up

costs. The headquarter's agreement of the Eastern and Southern African Documen

tation and Information System (ESADIS) had also been signed between ECA and the

Government of Zambia.

274. The Regional Technical Committee had decided to undertake a study on tha

future of PADIS particularly, in the context of assured source of funding. At

the end of its third meeting, the Committee had adopted two recommendations on

(i) tha study on the future of PADIS; and (ii) the establishment of subregional

centres for Central and West Africa.

275. The Committee took note of the report and adopted draft resolution 12{VIII)O

Report of the second extraordinary meeting of the Governing Council of

the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning (IDEP)

/agenda item 14 (i)7

276. This item which was not on the agenda adopted by the Committee at ths

beginning of its meeting was brought to the Committee as a result of the

extraordinary meeting of the Governing Council of the Institute.

277. The Chairman of the extraordinary meeting of IDEP introduced document

E/ECA/CM.13/56 containing the report of the second extraordinary meeting of

the Governing Council of the Institute which was held at Addis Ababa on

14 April 1987. The extraordinary meeting had been convened to consider the

report of the evaluation mission which had been mounted by the Governing Council

at its previous ordinary meeting. The Chairman recalled the tasks of the mission
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which had been to assess the extent to which IDEP had met the objectives

assigned to it* to evaluate the impact of UNDP assistance so as to provide

guidelines for IDEP in the future with regard to its objectives and means of

implementing them and to examine IDEP's relations with member States, UNDF and

ECA. The major conclusions of the mission had been that the raison d'etre of

IDEP was then as valid as it had been at the time of its establishment. Ths

training programme had b&eu very significant and unique being focused on African

co-operation and economic integration. With regard to the future orientation of

IDEP9 the mission had recommended that it should not only continue its training

programme but it should also improve its research, advisory and consultancy

activities so as to be in the forefront of socio~economic research in Africa*

On management,, the mission had recommended that IDEP should take necessary

measures to reduce some of its current expenditures especially on items such as

support personnel and interpretation services. It had also been recommended

that ECA staff working at IDEP on secondment should be transfered to the insti

tutes with their posts. In view of the dwindling contributions of member

States, a campaign should be mounted to sensitize member States on the role and

importance of IDE? and to urge them to pay their contributions. Some IDEP post?,

should also be funded from ths United Nations regular budget and the United

Nations specialized agencie~ should second staff to IDEP.

278. The Committee took note of ths report.

Follow-up on resolutions of the Commission and resolutions and decisions adopted

by ECOSOC and the General Assembly that are of interest to Africa (agenda item 15)

Follow-up action on relevant resolutions adopted by the twenty-first

session of the Cotrmlssion and the twelfth meeting of the Conference of

Ministers /agenda item IS (aV

Resolutions adopted by ECOSQC at its second s.ession of 1936 and by the

General Assembly at its forty-first session in the economic and social

sectors that are of interest to Africa /agenda item 15 (b)7

279. In presenting documents E/ECA/CM.13/46 and 2/ECA/CM,13/38 which were reports

on follow-up action on relevant resolutions and decisions adopted by the twenty-

first session of the Commission, and by ECOSOC at its second regular session of
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1986 and by the General Assembly at its forty-first session respectively9 a

representative of the secretariat said that the twenty-first session of the

Commission had adopted 26 resolutions embracing most of the socio-economic

development sector of the African repion. Three of those resolutions namely:

563 (XXI) on the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade for Africa,

564 (XXI) on the Industrial Development Facade for Africa and 582 (XXI) on the

review of the Proposed Programme Budget for the 198£-1987 biennium.

280. The representative of the secretariat went on to state that following the

statement made at the 1986 second regular session of ECOSOC by the Executive

Secretary of ECA, and the ensuing debates resolutions 563 (XXI) and 582 (XXI) had

been unanimously adopted. The delegation of the United States of America9

supported by some industrialized cour_tries9 had strongly opposed paragraph 10 of

resolution 564 (XXI) which had financial implications. The resolution had therefore

been adopted in an amended form. Other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly

in the economic and social sectors of interest to Africa related to the assistance

to be provided to some African countries with special problems. Note had been

taken of the decisions relating to countries affected by drought and

desertification in Africas the report of the Secretary-General on the Preferential

Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States arid the Report on the special

problems of Zaire with regard to transport. Note had also been taken of the

resolution on special assistance to the Front-line States.

281. In conclusions the representative of the secretariat recalled that in view

of budgetary constraints and the fact that the major donor countries were becoming

increasingly reluctant tc adopt resolutions with financial implications, it would

be advisable to exercise raaxiraum restraint in forwarding such resolutions for

adoption by the General Assembly^

282. The Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) took note of

both reports.

In-depth study of the United Fations Intergovernmental structure and

functions in the economic and social fields: Decision 1987/112 adopted

by ECOSOC at its fourth meeting, on f- February 1987 _/agendat item 15 (c)_/

283. The Executive Secretary introduced document E/ECA/CK»13/54: In-depth study

of the United Nations intergovernmental structures and functions in the economic

and1social fields? Decision 1987/112 adopted by the Economic and Social'Council
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at its fourth meeting, on 6 February 1987. He first pointed out that the

document was very important because it dealt with the future of the Commission

in the framework of the ongoing exercise within the United Nation system to

streamline the system's activities,

284. He informed the Committee that the Group of High-Level Intergovernmental

Experts which had been set up in 1985 by the United Nations General Assembly

to review the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the

United Nations had submitted its report to the General Assembly at its

forty-first session in 1986. The General Assembly had subsequently requested

ECOSOC to carry out the in-depth study on the structure and functions of the

organization that had been recommended by the Group. ECCSOC had, in its

resolution 1987/112S decided to establish a special commission of the Council

to carry, out the study and had requested all its subsidiary bodies and those

of the General Assembly in the economic and social fields to submit within

30 days of the conclusion of their sessions their proposals regarding their

functioning, including duration of meetings, documentation, etc.

285. The Executive Secretary recalled that ECA had always reviewed.its own

structure on its own initiative. For example, in 1979 the Commission had

established the present structure including TEPCOW which along with the

Conference of Ministers itself were to meet every year instead of every other

year on an experimental basis= The decision on annual meeting was dictated

by the force of circumstances since upto that year the Conference of

Ministers had been meeting every other year.

286. Against that background, the Executive Secretary outlined the proposals he

was bringing before the Committee for consideration. Those proposals were

contained in detail in paragraphs 44 to 53 of the document. Firstly, in view

of the role of the Conference of Ministers of economic development and planning

the Commission vis-a-vis the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAUS

the General Assembly and ECOSOC which met annually and whose work and decisions

were of direct concern to the Commission and the fact that the implementation of

UN-PAAERD required very close review and monitoring, he was proposing that it

and TEPCOW should continue to meet annually. Howevers the proposal should be

subject to review in 1992. Secondly, following the initiative taken by the West

African MULPOCS he was proposing that the meetings of all the MULPOCs should

henceforth take place every other year. In the inter-sessional year a small
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287. Thirdlya the Executive Secretary recalled the circumstances that had led

to the institution of the Conference of Ministers of African Least Develped

Countries (LDCs). These included, inter alia, the needs in 1980, to bring all

African LDCs together for the preparation of the 1981 Paris Conference. He,

however, noted that over the years, the number and level of participation had

tended to deteriorate. He also pointed to the financial burden annual meetings

had imposed on the least developed countries to attend the meetings. He was

therefore, proposing that the Conference of Ministers of African least developed

countries and its technical committee be abolished. However3 an item on the

special problems of the African least developed countries would be put on the

agenda of annual sessions of the Commission. A sub-committee on the African

LDCs could always be established during the meetings of TEFCOW or the Conference

of Ministers to look into the special problems of the LDCs and report back to

TEPCOW or the Conference of Ministers.

288. Fourthly, the sectoral Conferences of Ministers which were in three principal

groupss those established by the Commission and serviced wholly by its secretariat £

those created by other organs and serviced jointly by the secretariat with the

-..-■■■ ■ ■ ' .'"1 : ■

secretariats of those organs; and those created by the Commission and serviced in

collaboration with the secretariat of other organs, could in general be maintained

as they have been. The sectoral meetings wholly serviced by the EGA secretariat

would maintain their respective frequency of meetings in view of the General

Assembly request for reporting and mandates. Howevers such meetings should not

take longer than six days. The last category of subsidiary bodies of the

Commission - the technical subsidiary bodies should be allowed to remain as they

were. Moreover, since the majority of them already met every other year, they should

all henceforth meet every other year. However, in view of the Cotanittee's own

expressions, perhaps, the Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the integration

of women in development should continue to meet annually. '

289. Finally, the Executive Secretary informed the Committee that the proposals he

had submitted were generally similar to those that the other regional commissions

had submitted or would submit to their respective legislative organs. In that

connection, he informed the Committee that the subject was one of the issues

discussed at the meeting of the executive secretaries of the five regional

commissions which took place in February 1987 in Bangkok, Thailand.
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290. During the discussion that followed, many representatives expressed

their general and in some cases unconditional support of the proposals made.

The representatives considered the various recommendations as having a basic

rationale. However* some representatives expressed the wish to see the duration

and the number of documents for the Conference of Ministers of planning reduced,

A representative proposed that the duration of ECA Conference of Ministers cquld

be reduced to a maximum of two days. In support of that proposal, another

representative pointed out that some ministerial meetings in other regions of

the world took one day and, yet, very important decisions were usually reached.

The need to reduce the agenda of the ECA meetings was also stressed. The agenda

could focus on the most pressing issues and thereby enable reduction in time and

costs. There was perhaps a need to do away with the general debate. It was

argued that austerity measures which were also being implemented at the national

level had to be supported by the United Nations system. Constructive proposals

to reduce costs as those made by the Executive Secretary had to be supported.

As a result^ some representatives urged the Committee to adopt the proposals in

their totality as they were quite pertinent.

291. With respect to the frequency of the MULpOC's meetings, a representative

noted that the MULPOCs worked a lot with subregional economic groupings which

often had to convene even two meetings annually. Thus* given the need for close

co-operation between those organizations and the MULPOCs, it was perhaps, necessary

to continue with the annual meetings for the MULPOCs. In that connection another

representative pointed out that some of the different MULPOCs had already reached

a decision to hold biennial meetings. A representative requested the ECA

secretariat to ensure that the MULPOCs had close contact with members so that

they could help in policy analysis and implementation at the national level.

292. Some representatives discussed the question of the meetings of African

least developed countries. A representative noted that since these meetings

were held two days before the meetings of the ECA Conference of Ministers,

they could still be continued as the question of two days per diem was not
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particularly significant as compared to the travel costs which they would

have to pay any way so as to participate in the meetings of the Conference

of Ministers. Another representative emphasized the fact that the meetings

of the LDCs should be continued for some time. If the experiment did not

prove to be particularly useful it could be done away with. Other representa

tives, however, felt that the meetings of the LDCs could be abolished-

293. Other representatives pointed to the fact that the various organs

could still organize urgent and extraordinary meetings on specific pressing

issues such as the debt if the need became necessary. The proposals made

did not preclude such possibility,

294. The Executive Secretary responded by expressing appreciation for the

understanding of the Committee regarding the proposals made. He stressed

that in the prevailing circumstances,, there was need for being innovative.

He noted that TEPCOW and the ECA Conference of Ministers had always examined

and streamlined the activities of the Commission.

295. On the proposals for reducing the duration of the meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers, he pointed out that the secretariat was not really

free to determine the agenda of those meetings. Often, the Conference of

Ministers itself, the Heads of State and Government of OAU, ECOSOC and the

General Assembly requested for reporting of activities. As such, the agenda

was almost predetermined. Also, in accordance with the rules and procedures

of ECAS member States could request for items to be put on the agenda.

Regarding the proposal to do away with the general debate of the ECA Conference

of Ministers, he noted that often country delegations asked for it. He indeed

thought that it was important and useful as a dialogue was part and parcel of

the countries' participation in international fora. Regarding the duration of

the meetings of the Conference of Ministers, the Executive Secretary recalled

that the second extraordinary session which was scheduled for three days in 1986

actually took four days. Even then, there were some complaints that the meeting

had been too compressed.

296. On the MULPOCs meetings the Executive Secretary noted that mechanisms for

dealing with the affairs of the MULPOCs in inter-sessional years had been establi

shed. In additions, there were no provisions which prevented extraordinary meetings

to be convened.
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297. Finally, the Executive Secretary drew the attention of the Committee to the

fact that EGA was different from the various specialized agencies of the United

Nations. Unlike those agencies, ECA was multi-sectoral and interdisciplinary.

As such it could not just focus on one sector. Indeeds planning had to do with

linking sectors and had as a consequences to ensure inter-sectoral coherence.

298. The Committee endorsed the proposals as presented for submission to the

Conference of Ministers for approval and adopted draft resolution 15 (VIII).

Programme of work and priorities of the Commission (agenda item 16)

Progress report on the implementation of the programme of work

and priorities for the biennium 1986-1987 /agenda item 16 (a)J

Proposed progracmie of work and priorities for the biennium 1988-1989

/agenda item 16 (b)/

299. These two sub-items were presented together because, of the intimate linkage

between them; the former providing background for the discussion of the latter.

300. Introducing documents E/EGA/CM*13/39: Progress report on the implenientation

of the programme of work and priorities for the biennium 1986-1987 and

E/ECA/CM.13/40; Proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium

1988-19899 a representative of the secretariat informed the Committee that the first

document (E/ECA/CM.13/39) was an assessment of how the 1986-1987 biennium work

programme and priorities were being implemented against the background of the

changes which had occured since its adoption in 1985, especially the financial

crisis affecting the Organization. The report contained 15 programmes and

showed the number of outputs implemented as formulated^ reformulated but implemented^

terminated,, postponed or deferred for one reason or the other. In that connections

apart from the information on performance which should help the Committee to take

decision on the possibilities for the implementation of the proposals for the

bienniura 1988M9899 the secretariat was requesting the approval of the Committee

for outputs being proposed for termination or postponement. .;
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301. He informed the Committee that cost saving measures adopted by the Secretary-

General with the approval of the General Assembly and the supplementary instructions

issued by hims had affected the rate of programme implementation of all programmes

with the impact depending on the situation of each programme when the measures

were applied,

3C:. With regard to the proposed 1988-1989 biennium work programme and priorities

E/EGA/CMO13/40, he stressed that the programme must be carefully examined by the

Committee to ensure that it was consistent with the economic development priorities

of the region prior to its submission to the Secretary-General who would incorporate

them into his proposals to the General Assembly through the Committee for

Programme Co-ordination (CPC) and ECOSOC.

3"1" . He pointed out that the proposals before the Committee related only to sub

stantive programmes of which there were 15 and that administrative and other

support services were not included. He briefly indicated the types of goods and

services which were delivered directly to member States and their intergovernmental

organizations under substantive activities^ namely^ substantive servicing of

intergovernmental meetings including support to negociations5 reports; technical

publications; and technical co-operation activities including advisory services.

The proposals were in respect of activities to be financed by resources to be

approved by the General Assembly under the regular budget and as such, excluded

operational projects which were financed from extrabudgetary resources.

304. The representative of the secretariat informed the Committee that the proposals

did not contain information on financial and other resources since the examination

ofB and decision on, such matters were the prerogative of the General Assembly on

advice from the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and

the Fifth Committee of the General Assembly on Administrative and Budgetary Matters.

He concluded,his introduction by emphasizing the need for the Committee to make

its views known on the soundness and relevance of the outputs which the secretariat

was proposing to deliver to member States and their intergovernmental organizations

in the biennium 1988-1989.

3'.~. In the discussion that followeds members of the Committee expressed their

appreciation to the secretariat for the comprehensiveness of the documents and

for the general relevance and concreteness of the suggestions in respect of the
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goods and services that the secretariat was proposing to deliver during the

bienaiun 1988--89. The Committee however deplored the lateness with which the

documents had been made available to member States which had precluded their

detailed and careful examination at the national level. Such documents should

normally be subjected to critical inter-ministerial and inter-departmental

reviews in each and every center State before they were collectively discussed

by TEPCOW and the Conference of Ministers. It was therefore stressed that in

future efforts should be made to allow enough time for such national reviews to
take place.

: '. In spite of the situation described above, members of the Committee-made

several pertinent coments and observations both of a general and specific

nature with regard to the substance of the documents. The rate of implementation

of the 1986 component of the 1986-1987 programme of work and priorities was in

particular viewed with extreme concern. Since the poor rate of programme

implementation had largely been due to the curtailment of resources resulting

from the financial crisis facing the United Nations, the Committee was unanimous

in its view that, in the light of the need for the EGA secretariat to play a lead

role in the implementation of Africa's Priority Programs for Economic Recovery

(APPER) and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Development (UN-PAAER), it was inconceivable and contradictory that resources

would be decreased at that critical moment. The Ccxittee therefore unanimously

decided that a special appeal should be made, through a resolution of the

Coherence of Ministers, to ECOSOC, CPC and the Fifth Committee of the General

Assembly to ensure that the necessary resources wer, provided for the full

implementation of the proposed programme of work and priorities for the 1988-1989

biennium. The African representatives in all those bodies and in the forthcoming

session of the General Assembly were in particular urged to rally actively

behind the presentation and defence of the program and priorities which the

Committee noted, were already very modest and minimal in the light of Africa's

enormous needs. In the same context, the Committee also appealed to UNDP to

provide additional resources to facilitate the implementation of the proposals.
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307. The Committee was generally satisfied with the structure of the programme.

Some representatives did however, feel that an arrangement of the programme by

ECA subregion could have been more appropriate in the sense that, in that way,

outputs destined for the different MULPOC subrepions would have stood out more

clearly, In that way also, the crucial rcle of the MULPOCs7 and the views of

their various Council of Ministers, would be taken into account more effectively.

As it was, the present arrangement by sectors had inadvertently introduced some

element of duplication in the programme. That was especially evident in the

areas of development issues and policies, trade and finance and public finance.

308. The Chairman of the tenth meeting of the Gisenyi-based MULPOC informed the

Committee that the work programme and priorities for the biennium 1988-1989 were

examined at that meeting and certain outputs were proposed for inclusion in the

programme. Unfortunately, document E/ECA/CM.13/40 had not reflected those proposals,

309. The orientation of the programme was also generally acceptable to members of the

Committee, It however, stressed that in all programme areas, more emphasis should be

placed on micro research as opposed to general macro studies; training and human

resource development in general; and on advisory services. The apparent less emphasis

on direct technical advisory services and assistance at a time when such activities

were needed more than ever before by member States was in particular seriously

questioned.

310. In its general comments and observations, the Committee also regretted the fact

that information was normally not available on the level of expected resources and it

was thus not in a position to say whether or not the programme could be implemented

with the existing level of resources,. The Committee sought information on the level

of resources for the biennium 1986-1987 and on the criteria for establishing priority

among programme elements, ... ...

311. With respect to observations and proposals on specific programmes, the following

were the views of the Committee?

Food and agriculture in Africa

312. The Committee agreed that in general, the programme proposals on food and

agriculture were on the lines proposed in APPER and UN-PAAERD and indeed in the

Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the

Economic Development of Africa 1930-2000, Unfortunately, the rate of implementation

of oroerammes activities for 1986 was low. That performance needed to be
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improved rural infrastructure based on integrated network of rural reads9 water

supply and rural electrifications improved intra-African trade in agricultural

commodities9 land use particularly with respect to environmental and human

settlements management> and the dissemination of research results,,

Marine affairs

!•_'■*. The Committee emphasized the need for expanded and intensive training

activities in the marine affairs programme*

Davelopiaent issues and policies

3 7.-^. With respect to socio-economic analysis9 planning and projections subprogrammes,

it was observed that more micro-economic research needed to be undertaken

particularly in the important area of assessment of policies and their impact.

Similarly, substantial and improved work needed to be undertaken on fiscal policies

anc financial managements balance-of-payments problems, indebtedness, and structural

and stabilization policies and programmes- In connection with the structural and

stabilization policies and programmesf it was suggested that the ECA secretariat

should carry out studies on experiences of member States and organize seminars

at-the ■suforegional level to discuss the results of such studies so as to enable

member States to exchange experiences. Studies should also be carried out on

measures and mechanisms for the mobilization of resources at the national levels

~I.'i, The Coi^iittee observed that outputs 1.3(i) and 1.3(ii) on page 10 of document

E/EGA/CM.13/40 were not "Perspective studies" as the title of the Prograirme

EIf ~ 7nt 1.3 wouId 1ike one to be1ieve.

:.-1-, lr. view of the special problems o£ the least developed African countries,

mere attention should be paid to them. Similarly, attention should be paid to the

problems of the African island and landlocked countries which had similar problems

r.:j these of the least developed countries. While it was recognized that not all

landlocked and island countries were least developed, they had their own. peculiar

development problems.
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317. Since investments were costly, the ECA secretariat was requested to carry

studies on the investment policies of the least developed African countries.

318. With respect to economic co-operation and integration, the Committee welcomed

the proposed activities of the MULFOCs and emphasized the need for the ECA

secretariat and the KULPOCs to work more closely with member States. More and

frequent consultations were important in that context.

319. On subprogrammes 5 and 6 on education and training for development and

manpower and employment planning and policies respectively, the Committee stressed

the importance cf human resources development. In that context, assistance should

be given in the development and maintenance of data on manpower resources. There

should be studies on the informal sector and more emphasis given to non-formal

education and to training in management generally.

320. One representative was of the opinion that programme element 5*1 - reorienta-

tion of educational policies, programmes and practices, and programme element 5.6 -

grants and fellowships administration could be merged.

Environment

321. The Committee emphasized the need to pay attention to land use and population

distribution,.

Human settlements

322. The opinion expressed under environment above was equally applicable under

this programme

Industrial development . ..

323. It was observed that in spite oi: the importance given to industrialization

in Africa as evidenced by the United Nations Industrial Development Decade for

Africa (IDDA>, the implementation rate in 1986 was low. Therefore, maximum efforts

should be made to mobilize human and financial resources for the programme*



E/ECA/CM.13/58

Page 98

324. While the proposals for the programme were sound, the Committee nevertheless

suggested that stronger emphasis should be put on small-scale industries which

lent themselves to the development of entrepreneurial skills and appropriate

technologies. Moreover, since production was the basis of trade, the ECA

secretariat should promote the formulation and implementation of joint projects

araong member States so as to boost intra-African trade.

International trade and development finance

325. As far as international trade and development finance programme was concerned,,

the Committee reaffirmed the importance of intra-African trade. In that connection,

the secretariat was requested to assist member States in improving their marketing

and storage capacities. In view of the importance of border trade in the region,

the secretariat was requested to undertake more studies in that area.

326. The Committee noted with interest that one of the activities of the secretar

iat, was to give support to negotiation*. In that connection, it emphasized

the importance and crucial role of information and urged the secretariat to

provide member States with information that could strengthen their position when

negotiating with such international institutions as the IMF,, the World Bank and

the Transnational Corporations. The secretariat should also assist member States

by participating in such negotiations. With respect to the proposed African

Monetary Fund, the Committee urged the secretariat to redouble its efforts so

that the Fund could be established very soon.

Population

327. With respect to the population programme, several representatives expressed

satisfaction at the fact that work in that area had moved into population dynamics,

and encouraged the secretariat to continue in that direction. Accordingly, the

Committee urged the secretariat to assist member States in the formulation and

implementation of population policies. In review of the continuous need for

understanding the impact of development and economic growth on population growth

and characteristics and vice versa, the secretariat should conduct research

continuously on the relationship between development and economic growth and

population variables such as fertility levels. Studies should also be conducted on
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population movement and drought ana rural-urban migration. The secretariat should

intensify its assistance to member States in the analysis of population census

data. Commending the valuable work undertaken in the area of demographic training

and research, member States were called upon to provide adequate and continuous

support to the regional training institutes in Accra (RIPS) and Yaounde (IFGRD)„

The secretariat was also requested to continue backstzipping the activities of the

institutes for greater and more effective services 6

328. The Committee noted with dissatisfaction the complete absence of health

activities in the programme eventhough the ultimate objective of development was

the well-being of human beings and there were direct linkages between population,

health and diseases. Accordingly, it suggested that the secretariat should develop

a project on ''disease map" of Africa, which would show the magnitude and distribu

tion of such debilitating disease as aids, malariai etc.

Public administration and finance

329. The Committee emphasized the need for assistance in tax administration

measures including training in tax collection and management, and for studies

on the formulation and implementation of policy incentives particularly in

favour of indigenous entrepreneurs and the results of such policies.

Science and technology

330. The Committee reaffirmed the crucial role of science and technology in the

transformation of African economies and accordingly requested that the unit

responsible fcr the programme should be strengthened. It requested the secretariat

to undertake studies on Patents'".

Social development

331. It was observed that while all the current development strategies for Africa

stressed the need to focus on the development of. rural areas, the subprogxamme on

integrated approach continued to focus en national and regional planners instead

of on the rural population itself- Accordingly, the Committee recommended that

the subprogramme should be reoriented towards projects directed primarily at the

rural areas. Similarly, the programme should focus on in-depth research on

women, youth, etc.
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Statistics

332. In general, the Committee was satisfied with the statistics programme.

However, some representatives observed that the resources allocated to economic

statistics in general and national accounts in particular verc inadequate and

so should be augmented., Member States wanted more technical assistance in the

collection and analysis of statistical data.

Transport and communications

333. The Committee reaffirmed! the continued importance of the programme on

transport and communications particularly in the context of physical integration

of the continent, promoting intra-African and extra-African trade, and helping

fanners to evacuate their products. In that context, the Committee stressed the

necessity to give attention to the special needs of the least developed African

countries particularly the land-locked among them and the island countries of the

region. Similarly, attention should be given to the special needs of the front

line States whose economies were continuously adversely effected ty the destabiliz

ing policies of the Government of south Africa. Attention should also he given to

the management of ports so as to enable member States evacuate efficiently their

export commodities. The secretariat should also assist in the development of

rural to urban roads.

334. The Observer for ICAO recalled the close co-cperation between his organization

and ECA and stressed the importance of communications in the ongoing efforts to

implement APPEK and UN-PAAERD both of which his organization was assisting in

implementing. He singled out higher tariff? levied by FTTs as a hindrance to

the use of PANAFTEL circuits and communication efficiency in the region.

335. In her intervention the chairperson of ARCC expressed satisfaction at the

Strong emphasis given to women concerns in all the programmes although she would

have liked to see more under the subprogramme: integration of women in development.

336. The Observer for UDEAC emphasized the importance of small-scale industries

and the associated need for intensified training particularly in the crucial area

of management, m that connection, he also stressed the importance of training

of trainers.
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337. The observer for the IMF welcomed the recommendation of the Committee that

the secretariat should undertake studies on the experiences of member States with

the stabilization and structural adjustment programmes mounted jointly with member

States by the IMF and the World Bank and expressed the wish of his organization

to be associated with the studies and the seminars which might be organized on

them. He also expressed his organization's willingness to assist in the

establishment of the African Monetary Fund since his organization had a lot of

experience in that area.

338. Finally, he regretted that paragraph 31 of the report of the meeting of the

technical Committee of experts of the least developed African countries gave the

wrong impression that African countries who were implementing stabilization

programmes with the IMF were implementing policies contrary to the objectives of

APPER and UN-PAAERD since stabilization programmes were programmes established by

the countries themselves, he appealed that in the future, there should be

consultations between the secretariat and the representatives of concerned

organizations so that such misunderstandings could be averted,

339. Tne observer for WHO endorsed the call for greater attention to population,

health and development and promised the co-operation of his organization in the

formulation and implementation of the proposed project on "disease map1' of Africa.

340. The Executive Secretary expressed his sincere appreciation to members of

the Committee for the impressive and substantive contribution that they had been

able to bring to bear on the documents that were presented to them. He sought

the understanding of the Committee for the lateness with which the documents were

made available to them. Programme formulation was a long process and the

secretariat had been severely constrained by the fact that it had had to wait for

inputs from various sources including the MULPOCs before finalizing the programme

documents. In some cases, the required inputs came late to be included in the

programme. Gisenyi-based MULPOC was a case in point. However, such additional

information or proposals x/ould be included in the revised version of the document.

341. The Executive Secretary assured the meeting that all the comments and

observations that had been made, during the course of the discussion on the 1988-1989

Programme of Work and Priorities would be taken into account when the document was

finally submitted to CPG. He underscored the importance of the need to secure

the required resources for the implementation of programme proposals which the
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Committee had effectively addressed. He informed the Committee that the proposals

had been made on the basis of the assumption that because of the prevailing financial

crisis in the United Nations, the expected level of resources would not vary

significantly from what it was for the previous biennium. In that connection, he

recalled that while for the biennium 1986-1987, the General Assembly had initially

appropriated $US 46,166,000 to ECA, the allotments for the biennium were not

likely to exceed $US 38, 086,300, a situation that had led .to the curtailment of

programmed activities as reported in document E/ECA/CM.13/39,

342. With respect to the question of setting priority among programme elements, the

Executive Secretary informed the Committee that according.to a decision of the

General Assembly, programme managers were to designate among the programme elements

in their programme a set of programme elements whose allocation of resources

amounted to i0 per cent as highest priority and lowest priority respectively, the

understanding being that the Programme Manager must implement.those with highest

priority by all means and those with lowest priority if resources were available.

As far as the remaining 80rper cent of the resources was concerned, there was

no designation.

343. In summing up the debate, the Chairman of the Committee assured members that

all their concerns would be taken into account when the programme was updated for

submission to CPC, Ke said that most of the issues raised during the discussion

were in line with the provisions of the Lagos Plan of Action and Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery. It was the duty of all.concerned that the resources

required for the implementation of the programme were secured in their totality so

that the programme was implemented to the full. Ke therefore appealed to all African

representatives at CPC> ECOSOC and the General Assembly as well as the various

permanent missions of African countries abroad.to. strive to ensure that resources

available to ECA were significantly increased since it v;as only under those conditions

that the secretariat would be able to assist African member States efficiently to

tackle their socio-economic development problems. To that end, he proposed, and the

Committee agreed, that the Bureau of the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of

Ministers should hold a meeting at which he, as Chairman of TEPCOW, would participate

with Mr. j. Ripert, Director General for Development and International Economic

Co-operation when the latter arrived in Addis Ababa to represent the Secretary-

General at the twenty-second session of the Commission with a view to raising with

him the various concerns of the Ministers and of the Committee on the subject
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344. The Committee took note of the proposed programme of work and priorities

1988-1969 and adopted draft resolution 28 (VIII).

Proposed Medium--terrr. Plan for the period 1990-1S95 /agenda item 16 (c)?

345. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/ECA/CM.13/41:

Draft Medium-terra Plan for the period 1990-1995, which would provide the frame

work for the activities of the Commission during the six-year period 1990-1995.

The Iledium-term Plan when approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations

would be the basis for the preparation of the programme budgets for the bienniums

1990-1991, 1992-1993 and 1994-1995,

346. he stated that the document was being presented for review and comments

by the ECA Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and

planning - the Commission, upon the instructions of the Secretary-General of

the United Nations, and in accordance with the relevant regulations and rules

governing programme planning, the programme aspects of the budget, monitoring,

and the methods of evaluation (ET/SGB/20), In particular, the review by the

Commission was expected to focus on?

(a) The determination of relative priorities among activities subsumed

under a given programmes;

(b) initiatives proposed by the secretariat; and

(c) The identification of activities which were proposed for termination

or curtailment„

347. After such review, recommendations for changes made by the Commission

would be taken into account in revising the draft to produce the plan that

would be submitted to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPCj ,

ECOSOC and the General Assembly, however,, as was the case with the programme

budget^ the'approval of the Medium- term Plan was the prerogative of the

Gene ral Assembly„

348. The representative of the secretariat then explained the legislative basis

of the Draft Medium-term Plan and its structure. He stated that the Lagos Plan

of Action for the Iirplementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic

Development of Africa and the Final Act of Lagos remained the major document upon

which most of the proposals in the draft Plan had been based. With regard to the
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structure, the standard United Nations format had teen used. Thus, the :

proposals on substantive activities had been organized by programmes each

of which had its own general orientation based on the understanding of the

programme manager of the problems in the particular field and the strategy

he/she would like to adopt in assisting member States and their intergovernmental

■organizations. The programmes had been subdivided into subprogrammes whose

narratives attempted to translate into programme activities, decisions and

mandates of the General Assembly, ECOSOC, the ECA Conference of Ministers as

well as the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU. Those sections

of the Plan, therefore, showed the specific legislative authority, objectives

of member States and of the secretariat, analysis of the problems addressed as

well as the strategies proposed to deal with them.

349. In order to, propose the strategies for 1990-1995 , the secretariat, had, to

speculate and make assumptions on what the situation with regard to the

particular programme area was likely to be by the end of 1985. And because the

proposals were being made several years before the Plan was actually implemented

and in a dynamic environment, the Medium-term Plan like the previous one, would be

revised twiceV in 19S0 and 1992 respectively, to incorporated the implications

of any major changes in the situation and of new legislative decisions made in

the interim. The planned revisions would be submitted to TEPCOW and the

Conference of Ministers for their review and commentsc Finally, the representatives

of the secretariat informed the Committee that the Plan would be the basis for

preparing activities to be financed both under the regular budget of the General

Assembly and extrabudgetary resources „

350. Contributing to the discussion, the Executive Secretary pointed but that

the document before the Committee was a zero draft which needed very close

examination because of the many assumptions irade about the status of the African

economy by 1989. Therefore, he proposed that the Committee might consider

setting up an open-ended ad hoc Committee, based on its present Bureau, to look

into the Plan and assemble the views of member States, Member States could be

requested to send in their views so that the ad hoc Committee could meet later

in the year to prepare the recommendations to be sent to the Secretary-General

of the United Ijations. on behalf of the Conference of Ministers before the end of

1987. The ad hoc Committee would report on its work to the TEPCOW and the .

Conference of Ministers in 1988„
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351. The Committee considered the Executive Secretary's proposal to be sound as

it would allow time for in-depth study of the proposals and expression of appropriate

comments „ It therefore accepted the proposal,, took note of the draft Medium-

term Plan, 1930-1995 and adopted draft resolution 29 (VIII).

Technical co-operation between UNpr and the regional economic commissions:

EC£ /report prepared by the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU)/ (agenda item 17)

352. A representative of the secretariat introduced this agenda item and informed

the Committee that the report before it was the final of the draft which was

presented in October 1986 to the Second Extraordinary Meeting of the Conference

of Ministers, and that the report was in fact for the consideration of the General

Assembly. Ke further informed the Committee that operational activities undertaken

within the framework of the technical co-operation between ECA and UNDP were focused

on the identification, formulation and implementation of development projects at

national,, subregional and regional levels„ Ke then underlined a number of

obstacles which continued to constrain ECA:s ability to execute these projects,

including resource limitation, and expressed the need for fostering greater co

operation between ECA and UNDP as well as the need to use existing structures and

institutions during policy conceptualization,, formulation and implementation,

3'". The Committee took note of the report and urged greater co-operation between

the UNDP and ECA for the benefit of the region.

Sixth Piecing Coiiie^cace for the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development (UNTFAD) (agenda item 13)

Progress report en tl.s utilization of pledges for 1935 and 1986

/agenda item 13 (a)/

Projects and activities for the 1987 pledging' conference /agenda item 13 (b)7

354. a representative of the secretariat introduced documents E/ECA/CM.13/42 -

Progress report on the utilization of Pledges for 1535 and 1986, and E/ECA/CM.13/43 -

Projects, and activities for the 1987 Pledging Conference. He recalled the

legislative authority for UNTFAD resolutions 288 (XII) and 331 (XIV) of the ECA

Conference of Ministers and General Assenibly resolution 37/139. He reported that.
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-nee the establishment of the D11THJ3 in 1E77 as a channel for me^r states
of the emission to ,,ake voluntary contribu,ions ^

n of activities geared to the promotion of collectlve a6lf_ '

rexxance i».the region, about SDS n million had ,een pledged by 37 mlirter

States, seven non African countries and one intergovernmental organization
About 78 Per cent of the total pledges had teen pald and UEed on 58 development
projects. ■

355. A, for the period under review (1985-1986) , the Commission received

*S 1,962,27, with 94 per cent for the specific account and the refining for

the general account of the fund. The allocation of the su, of $US 854.358 spent

xn 1985 and 1986 arnong the various programs was as follows: economic'co

operation ,48 per cent, ; development information ,ystem (p^is, (17 rer cent,-
d '

,ystem

xndustrv (B Fer cent) ; international trade (7 rcr ocnt) ; _,__ ^^

(6 per cent) , ,anrov-er development (5 per «nt) , natura! resources (* 5 r.r ■
cent); agriculture (2.7 rfir cent) and publication (1.4 rer cent).

356. ever the ne*t two years the secretariat Would increase its involvement in
the implementation of the UN PAAERD anc ArrrK. Consecuently, additional resources

would te required and since those froE the regular budget .ere en the decline

I ': W3E a ^^ f°r EeIIiGr GtateF to effc.ti,-,ly an. adequately contribute to
LNTFM,. To that end, the representative of the secretariat appealed to me.ber

States to pledge additional suzr.s during the forthcoming riedaing conference
on 27 April 1S87.

357. The chairman underscored the importance of uNW.D and urged r.emter rtates to
live ur to the expectations of the Corrosion hy Piaking substantial contribution.

358. The co^ittec took note ef documents E/KP./m~. 13/42 and E/ECf/CM. 13/43 and
adopted draft resolution 27 (VIII). -■■■■■■-.:. : ' ■

Staff_and adn.inistrative cnif.SHn^ (agenda iter,-. IS)

359. A representative of the secretariat introduced document E/EO./CM.13/44 on
staff and administrative questions in response to resolution 242 (XI) of the'

Conference of Mini5ters and a number of suLsec.ent decision, relating to personnel
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and administrative cuostions which had requested the Executive Secretary to

provide* biennial reports on issues of general administration and personnel

rr.anagemtnt of interest to member States. With respect to staff, it was to

be deplored that the freeze on recruitments introduced in March 1986 and

continued in 1£>87 because, of the financial crisis, of the United rations had

made the situation difficult for the 11 countries that currently did not have

nationals working in the secretariat, Moreover, apart from the j-rotlems caused

by the recruitment freeze,, the secretariat would have to implement a staff

reduction programme which vould reduce ty lb per cent the total number of posts

financed from the the regular budget over the next three years in line with the recom

mendation of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts which reviewed the

administrative and financial functioning of the United Nations and approved by the

General Assembly.

360. v>ith respect to conference facilities and services, negotiations with

the United Nations Headquarters regarding the building of n&w conference

facilities in Addis Ababa had been concluded. International kids for tender

had been prepared and steps taken for selecting the consultants who would he

responsible for the management of the project, drawing the plans and carrying

out technical studies thereon, however, at a result of the financial difficulties

of the organization, the General Assembly had approved the postponement of the

project through 1C€7.

361. The secretariat v-as'"facing such a difficult financial crisis that it could

translate only a fevT documents in-.-o Arabic - the grant of the Great Libyan Arab

Jarnahiriya was virtually exhausted. He hoped that during the forthcoming Pledging

Conference member States would contribute funds to heir the secretariat overcome

the problem of translation into Arabic. ; ,

362,, A representative expressed regret that despite the efforts his country had

made so far to 1 e represented in the secretariat, it had failed. , ,

363. in reply, the Executive Secretary said that he had also made attempts to

have a national of that country represented within the secretariat but that his

attempts had teen fruitless even though that country did not have a single,

national in the entire United Nations system. ; ,
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364. The Committee requested the Fxecutive Secretary to continue to carry

out investigations to set up nev conference facilities. It also requested

the secretariat to respect the principle of equitable geographical

representation in its restructuring exercise. It also requested member

States that countries should tear with the' secretariat and try to understand,

the difficulties it was facing as a result of the United Nations, financial

crisis thich also reflected a crisis in rr.eir.Ler States.

365. The _ Comir.ittt.e took note of the report.

Preparations' for the thirtieth anniversary of ECA: Theme and programme :of :

observance (agenda item 20) ~ -.,.'.». ■.<■..

366. Presenting document E/ECA/CM.13/45s on preparation? for the thirtieth'

anniversary of EC£ ; Theme and programme cf observance, a representative of

the secretariat informed the meeting that in April 1988, the FCA would have

been in existence for 30 years. He pointed out that inspite of celebrations

held at previous anniversaries of the FC& ; the forthcoming one was of particular

importance in view of the growing role of ECA in the economic development affairs

of Africa. He invited the delegations to make suggestions in the form of written

proposals at a later date bearing in mind the fact that the MULPOa vould also have

.been in existence for 10 years. He concluded that a joint observance of the, 10th

anniversary was being aimed at.

367„ The Chairman suggested to the meeting that since the document was for

information, the debate should be left to the ministers who would deliberate

over thu proposals and consider the issue as appropriate.

368. The report was then noted without debate.

Any other business (agenda item 21) .

369. The observer of the IL0 tiriefed the Committee on the related activities

between the ECA and his Organization and the co-operation which existed and

could be established in that regard in such areas as integrated rural

development, development of manpower capabilities technology, energy, basic
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needs fulfilment,, statistical and demographic and integration and promotion

of women's role in development. He said that joint activities were being

carried out in several of those programme areas and that mechanisms for the

regular exchange of experience including information and documentation already

existed. That of course did not mean that there was no room for improvement

particularly with a view to economizing on badly needed resources and to

maintaining the impetus for resource mobilization in the context of the

implementation of APPER and UN~P£AEP.D. ILO v.-as at the disposal of the ECA

organs, both at Headquarters and in the field offices to fully collaborate

in areas of mutual interest.

370. No other point was raised under this item.

Date and place of the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee

of the Whole (agenda item 22)

371. The Executive Secretary informed the Committee that since the thirtieth

anniversary of the Commission would be celebrated in 19G&, it had been proposed

that the ninth meeting of the Committee and the fourteenth meeting of the ECA

Conference of Ministers/twenty third session of the Commission should take

place from 18 to 25 April 1988 and from 26 to 29 April 1988 respectively so that

they would coincide with the celebrations of the Commission's anniversary

on 29 April 1988.

372. The. Committee took note of the proposal and decided to submit it to the

Conference of Ministers who would decide on both the dates and place of the

next meeting.

Adoption of the report of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole

(agenda item 23)

373. On 20 April 1987, the Committee adopted its report and draft resolutions

as here presented.
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Closure of the meeting (agenda item 24}

374. In his closing statement, the Chairman said that the eighth meeting of the

Committee had been remarkable by virtue of the number and quality of participants

as well as the atmosphere which had reigned and the density, wealth, depth and

clarity of the discussions. The theme of the meeting "Towards recovery and

development" was not only fascinating, but had compelled more realism and concrete

action than rhetoric or idle discussion. The discussions had been in conformity

with the wager taken. Participants had examined the performance and weaknesses

of African economies., compared respective experiences with regard to the resolu

tion of economic problems? exchanged ideas and sought the means by which African

countries could achieve the objectives defined in the Lagos Plan of Action and the

Final Act of Lagos, Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1936-1990 (APPER)

and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Deve

lopment, 1986--1990 (UN-PAAERD).

375. It was within the,context of the orientation of those plans and programmes

that the committee had considered among other things, actions to.be undertaken in

order to achieve the rational utilization and exploitation of resources * the

rational development and utilization of human resources; the enhanced development

of the least developed,- most affected and most vulnerable countries; and the proud

and dignified participation of African peoples in world civilization,

376. The Chairman stressed two major decisions made by the Committee. The first

concerned the appeal made to African Governments to concretize the commitments they

made before the international community within the framework of APPER and UN-PAAERD.

The second was the request for a substantial increase in resources and means of

action at ECA's disposal especially for the implementation of the proposed programme

of work and priorities for the period 1988-1989.

377a He recalled the appeal launched at the Monrovia Symposium on "Africa's Develop

ment Prospects by the year 2000" for "a revolution of hope", and said that the eighth

meeting of the Committee was a part of that "revolution of hope".
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378. In conclusion^ he thanked the people and Government of Ethiopia for the

generous hospitality given to the delegations, the Executive Secretary and

his immediate collaborators and the entire staff of ECA as well as the inter

preters who had provided commendable assistance in the work of the Committee,

He also thanked the observers who had given proof of their solidarity with

Africa, meihbers of the Bureau and the Committee for their co-operation. The

Chairman then declared the meeting closed.
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ANNEX I

STATEMENT .MADE BY THE DELEGATION OF MOROCCO IN

ADDIS ABAEA ON lb AFRIL 1987

Mr. Chairman 5

The Moroccan delegation solemnly declares before this august assembly of

the eighth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOVI)

being held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 20 April 19C7 that the Kingdom of Morocco

is formally renewing its request for ECA to reinstate all the Moroccan projects

included in the first and second phase programmes of the United Nations

Transport and Communications Decade in Africa and which can be found in documents

1. -D&C/TRANSGOM/TCM/35/RAIL/2 (voluce E)

2. E/CH.14/72G/Add.l )
3 (volume II)

E/CK.14/TRANS/147/Add.l)

3. E/KCA/TCD/16 (volumes III and IV).

Furthermore, Korocco stands ready to provide every information that ECA

would need in order to undertake an evaluation of the progress made in the

implementation of Moroccan projects when the time comes to prepare evaluation

retorts on projects of the Decade.

Mr. Chairman-

Please be assured of the support of our delegation for the success of

this eighth meeting of TEPCOV and of the preparedness of our country to ensure

that all African transport programmes are implemented in the shortest possible

time because of the impact they will have on development within the continent.
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In awareness of the very important role that ECA plays in the economic

development of African countries. Morocco has always lent its support to

this organ of the United Nations and will continue to support ECA and its

secretariat.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

(signature)

Jamal Eddine Ghazis

Ambassador

and

Head of the Moroccan delegation
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ANNEX II

STATEMENT ^lADE BY THE DELEGATION 0? MOROCCO

The delegation of Morocco denlores the manoeuvring which took place

during the eiphth meeting of the Conference of Ministers of Industry

which was held in Bujumbura in 1986 in which an entity not recognized

by the United Nations or its subsidiary organs was able to narticipate.

Accordingly, inor^rto avoid any ambiguity, the iioroccan delegation

reiterates its nost profound reservations concerning document E/ECA/CM.13/2C

and reserves the right to denounce this regrettable act within other United

Nations fora.

Jamal E'Jdine Ghazi,

Ambassador

and

Head of the Moroccan delegation
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ANNEX III

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF BURUNDI

The delegation of Burundi would like to state that contrary to the

declarations made by the Moroccan delegation, no deals were made in

Bujumbura to allow the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic to participate

in the eighth meeting cf the Conference of African Ministers of Industry,

The delegation of Burundi wishes to add that the Sahrawi Arab Democratic

Republic participated in the meeting simply as a full member of the

Organization of African Unity,



E/ECA/CM.13/58

Annex IV

ANNEX IV

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF ALGERIA

The delegation of Algeria indicated that the entity that was not a

member of the United Nations to which a delegation which was not a member

of the Organization of African Unity (OAO) referred was the Sahravi Arab

Democratic Republic (SADR). The SADR vas a full member of CAU and as

such was entitled to participate in all conferences and meetings

sponsored by OAU.
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AENEX V

REPORT OF THE AD HOC COItttlTTEE OF THE EIGHTH TEPCOW ON ACMAD

1. Introduction

After the presentation of documents E/ECA/C".13/?.9> and its Add. 1 and Add. 2

on Progress report on the establishment of an African Centre of Meteorological

Applications for Development (ACTIAD) and the discussion that followed, the TEPCOH

Plenary Session decided to forn a snail committee on AGIAD. The Adjoc Committee

consisted of five member States selected on a subre^ional basis, namely:

(i) Ethiopia for Eastern Africa:

(ii) Lesotho for Southern Africa (Chairman)^

(iii) The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya for Horth Africa;

(iv) Senegal for Western Africa;

(v) Zaire for Central Africa.

2. Terms of reference

The Committee was su*roorteri by the ECA and the WHO secretariats. The terms

of reference of the Committee were: to assist in resolvinp, two issues and come

up with recommendations on them, namely; (i) the adoption of the draft constitution

of AtflAD, and (ii) the location of ACT IAD in one of the four potential host countries,

The delegates of those four countries (Algeria, E?y^ts Kenya and .the Niger) were to

make their services available to the Ac? Hoc Conmittee on ACMADs which was to

report to the Plenary Session of the sane eighth TEPCO" meeting.

The Ad Hoc Committee met in full attendance in three sessions, namely;

(i) 1500-2200 hrs. on Friday, 17 A^ril 1987- (it) 0900-1330 hrs, and

(iii) 1500-1930 hrs. on Saturday, 1* April ln^7. It considered its report on

Monday, 20 April 1987 at 1030 hrs. before submitting it to Plenary. , .

3. Draft constitution of ACTIAD

During the first session, the Committee discussed the constitution of AOIAD

and su^ested amendments on the preamble and on Articles 1, 2, 5, 7, 93 12
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and 16. The Committee decided to issue a new draft constitution incorporating

the suggested amendments for the consideration of the Plenary meeting, as the

document to bs attached to the resolution on ACMAD for the Conference of Minister:

meetin?.

4. Evaluation of technical criteria in the EGA documents and mission reports

After the Ad Hoc Committee had agreed on the procedure to select the host

country for ACMAD as stated in the previous oaragraphs. the Committee examined

the summarized account in document E/ECA/CM.13/29/Add.1 for each of the four

potential host countries as well as the original mission reDorts which were also

made available to TEPCOW. Based on the discussion at ^lenary, four criteria

(see annex) were considered, scores were allocated to each of the four potential

host countries on a four-noint scale for the following:

A. Objectives and field of operations (weighted x h)

(i) On the objectives of ACTtAD per se"

(ii) On the peograrhical environment of the host country in relation to

the main objectives - drought and tropical cyclones monitoring,

B. Available resources and ecuinment (veiphted x 3)

(i) Staff quality and number available at the host country's national

meteorological service;

(ii) Maintenance facilities (mechanical and electronic);

(iii) Facilities offered to host the AC IAD Centre;

(iv) Functions as a regional telecommunications hub (RTII)'

(v) Telecommunications equipment available, including AMSS (automatic

message switching system);

(vi) Numerical data processing capacity*

NB:. These articles *;ere coismented on during the fourth meeting of the Joint

Intergovernmental ^esional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment

held at EGA, Addis Ababa, from 9 to 13 February 1987.
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(vii) Available peripherals to the main computers;

(viii) Evaluation of RMC/RSMC, regional meteorological centre functions;

(ix) Radio-broadcastinj? eoui^ment and nnwer to disseninate products;

(x) Availability of facsimile broadcast to transmit graphics information;

(xi) Satellite equiDment in use.

C. Intellectual environment to support AQ1AD (weighted x 2)

(i) Available national scientific institutions;

(ii) Available subrer^ional centres;

(iii) Traininp facilities for classes I, II, III net. personnel

(Iv) Research facilities and outputs in tropical meteorology.

D. .Degree of commitment of potential host country (weighted x 1)

(i) Up-to-date financial contributions to NMO and OAU

(ii) Adherence to host country agreements for ECA-snonsored institutions

in the country;

(ill) Any other considerations.

. The-following table indicates the TIATKING of each of the four potential host

countries for only the first three criterii (A, B and C); criteria D'was not

evaluated as the Committee felt that the EGA Conference of Ttinisters should make

its final decision on ACMAD usin? these and other criteria as appropriate whilst

taking into account the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee as indicated:
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Weightinps x4 x3 x2 xl

Potential A. Objectives B. Available

host and field of resources ' C' Intellectual D. Decree of
environment commitment Total Rai&tng

Algeria

Egypt

Kenya

Niger

2

(2x4)-+'

2

(2x4)+

3

(3x4)+

4

(4x4)+

3

(3x3)-*-

2

(2x3)+

4

(4x3)+

2

(2x3)+

3

(3x2)+

3

(3x2)+

4

(4x2)+

(2x2)+

= 23

= 20

= 32

= 26

3rd

4th

1st

2nd

It is noted that the TOTAL in the last colunn is the sum of each of tfce ^

weightins for each notential host country.

5. Interview of the representatives of the four potential host countries

Before the representatives of the four potential host countries were invited

one by one to anner before the Ad Hoc Committee on ACMAD, the following question

naire had been nrepared by the Committee after exhaustive discussionst

1. Can you confirm the conclusions about your country's available

facilities In the ECA/I&iO documents nroduced on ACMAD? Yes or No.

2. TJhat is your assessment of your country's available Infrastructure

for hostinp ACMAD? state- Minimum/average/maximum.

3. Can you confirm that your country will be able to fulfil all the

objectives and functions for the ACMAD Centre? yes or No.

4. If your country is not chosen to host the Centre which of the

remaining three notential host countries T/ould you support?

5. Cive reasons for your selection on nuestion 4 above.

6. Is your country In a position to accept the conclusions of the

Committee? Yes or No.

7. Does your country host any 3CA-ST>onsored institutions? If so, state

*-7hich.
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3.
Are you aware of any nroblems.of your country in implementing host

country agreement?

9. Do
you have any further information you would like to give to this

mdttee?Committee?

Each of the representatives of the four potential host countries responded

verbally to the above questionnaire as follows on questions 1 to 8:

Yes

(correc

tion on

Dakar)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Max.

Max.

Min.

Average

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Abstain

Will accept

any of the

remaining 3

Abstain

Abstain

Abstain

Each nation

is offering

its best

Abstain

Abstain

Yes

Yes

Difficult

because of

Niger's

commitment

One

(ACA)

Don't

know

Three

RCSSMRS

AIHTTR

ARSO

One

Niamey

MULPOC

None

None

Donft

know

None

Questions

Potential

host

country

Algeria

Egypt

Kenya

Niger

1. In addition to the above responses on the first eight questions, each

potential host country stressed the following under question 9:

(a) Algeria; ACMAD would benefit from?

(i) Extensive field studies on transfer of technology and

manpower training facilities;

(ii) The rapid telecommunications facilities available for

the collection of data and the dissemination of outputs,

including ARAB SAT;

(iii) Good data processing facilities;

(iv) TEPCOW should take note of the functional difficulties

faced by many ECA-sponsored institutions.
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(b) Egypt; The delegate affirmed that the information given in the document

was correct. He said that he was not a technical expert but a

diplomat and that he would contact his country on those questions

which he could not answer. He also indicated that his country

was prepared to accept any of the three remaining host countries

for the sake of African unity.

(c) Kenya; The delegate said that RMC/RTH Nairobi:

(i) (*■) gives advisory services on tropical cyclones to the Indian

Ocean Islands;

(ii) in league with.the University, it produces 15-20 research

papers on tronical meteorology every year;

(iii) has the necessary critical mass for ACMAD to start in terms

of staff and equipment.

(d) Nigeri The delegate pointed out that the Niger:

(i) as one of the Sudano-Sahelian countries, is generally worst

hit by drought;

(ii) has very few international organizations, but existing ones

are directed towards the applications of meteorology to

development?

(iii) has already embarked on improving AGRHYMET telecommunications

system with a two million dollar oroject with HMO/Italian

Government.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation No. 1 '

After considering the draft constitution related to the creation of ACMAD,

the Committee recommends that the Conference of Ministers adopt the Constitution

and undertake all necessary measures to ensure its entry into force at an early
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date. This is essential in view of the urgent need to get ACMAD operational,

since it is the instrument !par excellence1 in the preparedness of Africa against

calamities such as drought, cyclones and other climate—related disasters which

have violently affected the continent.

Recommendation No. 2

After careful consideration of the technical criteria contained in document

E/ECA/CM.13/29 for the site location of ACMAD9 the Committee recommends that the

Conference of Ministers consider the ranking indicated on page 2 of the report

of the Ad Hoc Committee on ACMAD, as well as other criteria mentioned in the

report, and finally decide on a host country for ACMAD.

Recommendation No. 3

As regards matters related to financial resources and equipment for ACMAD,

the Committee recommends that the secretariats of ECA and WMO pursue their

actions with financing institutions like UNDP and other donors in order to

obtain the necessary financial resources and equipment that will enable the

Centre to become operational at an early date.

As regards the implementation and operation of AC1AD, the Committee

recommends that the secretariats of ECA and WMO undertake all necessary

actions in order to ensure that ACMAD becomes operational as soon as

possible.
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OBJECTIVE CRITERIA FOR THE PRE-SELECTION OF A SITE FOR ACMAD

I. The group considered a number of technical and otjective criteria that would

enable it to reach a decision and make appropriate proposals. Ch the basis of ECft

document E/ECA/CM,13/29, the group agreed that the following four criteria arc

fundamental to the existence and operation of the Centre:'

(a) Objectives and field of. operation - - ,..

This criteria is considered very important since it determines the probability

of concentration of factors which would ensure a greater chance for the Centre to

achieve its objectives. As suchf the objectives could thus be used to decide on

the most appropriate zone for the siting of the Centre, This criteria would

facilitate the identification of an area most concerned with aridity,- drought,

desertification, tropical cyclones and other climate/weather disasters, and the

applications of meteorology to self-sufficiency in food, water resource management,

etc.

(b) Available resources and equipment

The criteria which is no' less important could also be considered as a determinant

one. It assesses the capacity cf the country to start off with the project immediately

and to respond to the objectives of the Centre. It also takes into consideration

the capital and other costs offered by the countries.

(c) Intellectual environment

This criteria would determine the extent to which intellectual and technical

conditions are available in support of the facilities installed for the operation

of the Centre. This is the criteria of "back-stopping7 which is determined by

a set of conditions such as the "know-how:, universities, complementary and related

equipment, supporting institutions, research, availability of adeauate technology,

etc.
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(d) Degreeof _corniTdteient

This complementary criteria is considered necessary for the satisfactory

operation of the Centre and provides a basis for determining the degree.to

which the country abides by its commitments* respect of host country agreement

and subscription to international organizations (OAU, MIO). This criteria is

considered important in order to ensure the continued operation of the Centre .

11 • Priority among thg__££J:^£ij-

The need for a priority among the criteria results from the choice made above.

It is logical that the restructuring of an organizational system or the creation

of a structure starts from the definition of its objectives, and thereafter follows

the search for the means and the available supporting structures that would enable

the achievement of the objectives. These supports could be manpower or financial

resources, legal or technological in nature.

in order to ensure continued operation of the system, it is also necessary

tc consider the capacity of the host country to respond to the objectives {legal

context that could surround the system, in particular the respect of the country

for international commitments including financial and host country agreement).

On this basis, the following priority or •■ranking" of criteria ensues:

1. Objectives and field of operation;

2. Available resources and equipment.

3„ Intellectual environment;

4. Degree of commitment.

Ill. Scoring and weighting coefficient

(a) Marking of the criteria.

This runs from 1 to 4, with 4 being the highest mark.
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(b) Weighting coefficient

In viev? of the varying importance of the various criteria adopted, a different

weight is given to each of them based on the hierarchy proposed under section II

above: " "' ■ ■'"' - ■ ■ ■ .;

- Objectives and field of operation: 4

- Available resources and equipment: 3

- . Intellectual environment: 2

- Degree of commitment: 1
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DRAFT CONSTITUTION OF THE AFRICAN CENTRE OF

METEOROLOGICAL APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT (ACMAD)

WHEREAS by its resolution SAO (XX) the Conference of Ministers of. the

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa on behalf of the member States of

the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, resolved that an African

Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development should be established for

the purpose of improving the understanding of atmospheric and climatic processes

over AfricaB collecting analyzing and disseminating meteorological and

hydrological informations providing a meteorological watch and early warning

system over Africa and promoting the training of African scientists and

technicians in the application of meteorology for development?

WHEREAS practical and useful actions can presently be taken to alleviate

the effects of drought, atmospheric phenomena, tropical cyclones by applying

methodologies based on a thorough knowledge of the impact of meteorological

factors on food production, on the availability of water resources and on

new and renewable sources of energy;

WHEREAS by the said resolution 540 (XX) the African Centre of Meteorological

Applications for Development is to be operated with the support of the member

States of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and of the World

Meteorological Organization;

AND WHEREAS by virtue of the said resolution 540 (XX) the member States

of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa have agreed to establish

the African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development for the

purpose and in the manner set out in the preceding paragraphs;

NOW THEREFORE and on behalf of the member States of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa the Conference of Ministers HEREBY AGREES

AS FOLLOWS?
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ARTICLE 1

Establishment of the Centre

The African Centre of Meteorological Applications for Development

(hereinafter referred to as "the Centre*)s is hereby established.

ARTICLE 2

Merrfoership

All the member States of the United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa (hereinafter referred to as ::the member States'*) are members of the

Centre.

ARTICLE 3

Objectives and functions of the Centre

1. The objectives of the Centre shall bes

(a) To promote and develop the application of meteorological data and

information so as to enhance the economic and social development of the

member Statess assist in the investigation and mitigation of the effects

of weather phenomena.- improve the knowledge of the anomalies of the weather

and climate of the member States and foster the proper conservation of the

natural resources of the member States;

(b) To assist the member States to achieve self-sufficiency in food

production, water resources management, and utilization of new and renewable

sources of energy=
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(c) To act as an African Centre of Excellence in meteorology and its

application to de\oj-:-"icnt, and as a resource centre to stimulate applied

scientific research,, especially in tropical meteorology and in rain-producing

systems and to enrich existing training, and development programmes;

(d) To strengthen national weather services to enable them to take

full advantage of development opportunities offered by the Centre in support

of the respective national economies in order to ensure the total development

of the whole rrieteorological system of the Africa region in a harmonious

manner5

(e) To develop those aspects of meteorology which are not catered

for by the national and subregional centres, particularly in the areas of

acquiring and adapting agro-meteorological techniques successfully applied

elsewhere in aid of self-sufficiency in food production and energy?, and

to address the many pressing issues of droughts tropical cyclones and ether

climate/weather-related disasters.

2. For the purpoces set out in paragraph 1 cf this Articles the Centre

shallj in particular ^.r^^i., Vu^. i^I-LCwiu^ functions.'.

(a) Sttenstlici the capabilitier. of nr.tiunal meteorological services

in the application and use of meteorological/climatologies! data?

(b) Provide a meteorological/climate-logical early warning watch system

based on the state-cf-thn- — r £r.r analysis and prediction;, to combat and

mitigate the effects of drought, tropical cyclones and other climate-related

natural disasters;

(c) Develop new and practical methodologies for meteorological

applications in order tot

(i) Reduce variability and risk of losses in food crop production;
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(ii) Reduce costs nnd energy inputs in food crop production;

(iii) Increase production and strengthen food security^

(iv) Improve water resources management, especially in drought-prone

and drought-stricken areas 5

(v) Develop alternative renewable sources of energy?

(vi) Provide a better understanding of the atmospheric conditions

prevailing in the Africa region which affect critical human

activities:

(d) To perform on a continental scale to bridge the gaps between

subregional and national units through supporting activities in applications

developments meteorological/climatolc^ical watch operations, numerical

analysis and prediction development and in informatics and satellite

meteorology technology in order to identify and solve urgent regional climatic

problems 5

(e) The archiving of all historical and current dataa provision of

uniform data format, ensurinp of efficient data/product exchange on existing

Global Telecommunications System (CIS) and assist in defining new

requirements r,

(f) Provide regularly appropriate forecast cf crop yields, identify

appropriate methodologies for operational proposals9 and meteorological

conditions for the cccurencc of mipratory pests and diseases, and monitoring

of continental drought and climatic anomalies;

(g) Provide trainings including the organization of workshops, seminars,

training missions, etc. for African scientists and technicians in the

applications of meteorological data and information tc economic and social

development^
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(h) Undertake research for the better understanding of the atmospheric

and climatic processes which cause rainss drought9 tropical cyclones and

floods, storms and other significant meteorological phenomena; and

(i) Undertake such other activities as may be designed to further

the objectives of the Centre.

ARTICLE 4

Organs of the Centre

The Centre shall have the following organs:

(a) A board of governors;

(h) The general directorate; and

(c) Such other technical9 scientific financial and administrative

bodies as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions.

ARTICLE 5

The Board of Governors; Composition^ functions and meetings

1. The Board of Governors shall be the supreme policy-making organ of

the Centre.

2. The Board of Governors shall be composed as follows:

(a) A representative each of two member States from each of the five

subregions of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa selected by the

Conference of Ministers, each such representative shall be selected on the

basis of his or her expertise and experience in meteorology;

(b) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman who shall be elected from among

the members of the board representing the member States;
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(c) A representative of the Government of the (host country);

(d) In the initial phase and before the Chairman is elected9 the

Executive Secretary of the,United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

(hereinafter referred to as «the Executive Secretary*) shall be Chairman

of the Board of Governors;

(e) A representative of the Organization of African Unity (OAU),

without the right to vote?

(f) A representative of the United Nations Economic Commission for

Africa (ECA)s without the right to votes

(g) A representative of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),

without the right to votes

(h) Representatives of international organizations or institutions

interested in the activities of the centre such as the United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP)s the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

and the United Nations Environment Programme , (UNEP). s by invitation of the

board of governors without the right to votes

(i) Donor agencies and eminent experts may also attend meetings of

the Board of Governors by invitation of the board as observers without the

right to vote.

3. The Director-General of the Centre shall^act as Secretary of the Board

of Governors.

4. In selecting the members of the Board of Governors referred to in

subparagraph (a) of paragraph 2 of this Article, the Conference of Ministers

shall have regard to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical

distribution of selection,among the-raember States.
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5. The members of the Board of Governors selected under subparagraph (a)

of paragraph 2 of this Article shall hold office for a period of four years

and may be eligible for re-election only once provided,, however, that in

making selections for the first tirae9 the Conference of Ministers shall

direct that one-half of the member States selected by them shall retire

two years after they frave been, selected and shall be replaced by the same

number of member States selected by the Conference of Ministers for the

purpose.

6o The members of the board of governors referred to in subparagraph (a)

of paragraph 2 of this Article, shall be persons who are competent and

experienced in the activities of the centre.

7. The Board of Governors shall:

(a) Prescribe the general principles and policies governing the-,

operations of the Centre and give directives of a general nature as to the

implementation of such principles and policies';- ;

(b) Propose the work programmes of the Centre and their corresponding

budgets, subject to the approval of the Conference of Ministers;

(c) Prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo

training provided by ,the Centre;

(d) Review and approve the annual reports of the Director-General

of the centre on the activities of the Centre;

(e) Appoint professionally qualified auditors of audit the accounts

of the Centre;

(f) Examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the Centre

for the preceding

(g) Prescribe the financial staff and other rules and regulations

governing the administration of the Centre;
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(h) Adopt its own rules of procedure;

(i) Determine, apart from the office of the Director-General of the

Centre, the other offices of the Centre;

(j) Submit through its Chairman a report to the Joint Inter-Governmental

Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment of the United Nations

Economic Commission for Africa (hereinafter referred to as «the Joint

Committee*)s for its consideration, approval and presentation to the

Conference of Ministerss, annual reports on the activities of the centre;

(k) Appoint the Director-General and other senior staff of the Centre;

(1) Establish such technicals scientifics financial and admnistration

committees as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of the functions

of the Centre; ;

(m) Convene periodically meetings of donors to consider the funding

of the activities of the centre; and

(n) Perform such other functions as may be necessary for the efficient

discharge of the functions of the Centre.

8. The Board of Governors shall meet in ordinary session once a year and

may hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman of one-third

of its members.

ARTICLE 6

The Chairman of the Board of Governors

1, The Chairman of the Board of Governors shall:

(a) Cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the

Board of Governors;;
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(b) Convene and preside over the meetings of the Board of Governors;

(c) With the approval of the Board of Governors, solicit financial and

other resources from the United Nations and its specialized agencies or other

intergovernmental organizations, non-p;overmn<antal organizations;, governments

and other sources.

2. In the absence of the Chairman of the Board of Governors, the functions

set out in paragraph 1 of this article shall be performed by the Vice-Chairman.

ARTICLE 7

The General Directorate

1. The Centre shall be headed by the Director-General who shall be the Chief

Executive and Administrative Officer of the Centre.

2. The Director-General of the centre shall be appointed as provided for

in this Constitution for a period of four years subject to renewal for

succeeding periods of four years each.

3. The Director-General of the Centre shall act as the legal representative

of the Centre.

4. Subject to such directions of a general nature as the board of governors

may give, the Director-General of the Centre shall have responsibility for

the plannings organization and direction of the technical activities, scientific

research, training, advisory and other activities of the Centre. He shall

in particular:

(a) Be responsible for the organization and administration of the

Centre;

(b) Submit for consideration of the Board of Governors the work

programmes and corresponding budgets of the Centre;
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(c) Be responsible for the carrying out of the activities of the Centre?

in accordance with the approved work -programmes and corresponding budgets

of the Centre"

(d) Submit for ths approval of the Board of Governors annual reports

on the activities and the accounts of the Centre^

(e) Subject to the staff and administrative rules and regulations of

the Centre and to such directions ?.s the Board of Governors may c;ives select

and appoint staff other than those provided: £or under subparaeraph 00 of

paragraph 7 of Article 5 of this Constitution"

(f) Establish and maintain such contacts **ith sovcrnirents,, the United

Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations or institutions

as may be necessary or desirable for the achievement of the obiectives of

the Centre;

(g) Undertake such other assignments or activities as may be determined

by the Board of Governors.

5. The Director-General and the other staff of the Centre shall neither

seek nor accept any instructionss remunerations or sifts from any aovernraent

or authority or fron any source external to the Centre and shall refrain

from any other action which niphfc reflect or. t^eir position as international

officials.

6. The member States shall undertake to respect the international character

of the responsibilities of the Director-General and other staff of the Centre

and not to seek to influence any of their nationals in the discharge of

such responsibilitiesi provided that this shall not preclude the secondment

to the Centre of staff by governments and organizations.
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ARTICLE -°

Headquarters of the Centre

1. The headquarters of the Centre shall be determined by the Conference

of.Ministers of the United Nations Economic Oonunission for Africa (hereinafter

referred to as "the Conference of Ministers"). .

2, The Centre shall enter into an agreement with the host p;overni$ent of

the member State where the headquarters of the Centre shall be established

concerning the provision and »rants as the case nay be, by the former of

such adequate oremisess facilities and services and privileges and immunities

as may be required.

ARTICLE 9

Status, capacitys privileges and immunities

1. To enable it to achieve its objectives and perform the functions with

which it is entrusted, the Centre shall possess in the territory of each

member State juridical personality in international lav. To these ends,

the status, capacity, privileges, iipnuni*:les and exemptions set forth in

paragraphs 2 to 12 of this article shall ba accorded to the Centre in the

territory of each member State,

2. The Centre shall for the purpose of this Constitution have the capacity:

(a) To enter into contracts"

(b) To acquire and disnose of immovable or movable property; and

(c) To institute legal proceedings.
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3. The Centre, its property and assets shall enjoy immunity from every

form of legal process except insofar as in any particular case it harf through

the Director-General of the Centre , expressly waived its immunity;

Frovided however that no measure of execution shall be taken against

the property and assets of the Centre without the consent of the

Director-General of the Centre.

4. The headquarters of thu Centre shall be inviolable. The property and

assets of the Centre shall be immuned from search, requisition, confiscation,

expropriations and any other form of interference whether by executive,

administrative, judicial or legislative action.

50 The archives of the Centre., and in general all documents belonging

to it or held by it, shall be inviolable.

6. The Centre, its property, assets, income and transactions shall be

exempted from all taxation and from customs duties and prohibitions and

restrictions on imports and exports necessary for the exercise of its

functions. The Centre however shall not be exempted from the payment of

charges for services rendered,

7. The members of the Board of Governors and representatives of the member

States who are not otherwise officials of the United Nations of of the

specialized agencies of the Untied Nations, shall enjoy such privileges

and immunities as are provided for mutatis mutandis by Article IV of the

convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

8. The staff of the Centre who are not otherwise officials of the United

Nations or of the specialized agencies of the United Nations shall enjoy

such privileges and immunities as are provided for in Article V of the

Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the Urited Nations.
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9. Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions.; the member States shall

undertake to accord to all representatives of the member States, all the

staff of the Centre and experts providing advice or assistance to the Centre^

such facilities and courtesies as are necessary for the exercise of their

functions in connection with the Centre.

10. The Director-General of the Centre shall have the right and duty to

waive the immunity of any staff of the Centre who is not an official of

the United Nations or of a specialized agency of the United Nationss in

cases where in his opinion the immunity would impede the cause of justice

and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the Centre.

11. All persons undergoing training or taking part in scheme for the exchange

of personnel at the Centre in pursuance of the provisions of this Constitution

and who are not nationals of the member States concerneds shall have the

right of entry into5 sojourn ins transit through and exist from the territory

of each member State when such entry, sojourn., transit or exist is necessary

for their assignment. They shall be granted facilities for speedy travel?

visass where requireds shall be granted promptly and free of charge.

12. The Centre shall co-operate at all times with the appropriate authorities

of the member States to facilitate the proper administration of justices

secure the observance of national laws and prevent the occurrence of any

abuse in connection with the privileges9 immunities and facilities mentioned

in this article.

ARTICLE 10

Rights and obligations of the member States

All the member States shall enjoy the same rights and obligations with

regard to the Centre, in particular the member States shall:

(a) Facilitate the timely collections exchange and dissemination of

climatic and meteorological data arid information^
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(b) Submit such reports, data and information as may be required by

the competent organs of the Centre;

(c) Make available to the Centre training and research facilities

on such terms and conditions as may from tine to time be agreed with the

appropriate organs of the Centres

(d) Make available to the Centre national personnel on such conditions

as may be agreed upon; with the appropriate organs of the Centre;

(e) Pay their annual contributions as assessed by the Conference of

Ministers;

(f) Accord such facilities, privileges and incnunities as may be required

under the provisions of Article 8 of this Constitution! an(*

(g) Have free access to all the services of the Centre.

ARTICLE 11

Assistance by the secretariat of the United

Nations Economic Commission for Africa and of the

World Meteorological Organization

lo The secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

(ECA) and of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) shall assist the

Centre in every possible way in order to facilitate its work.

2. The secretariat of VffiiO shall in particular have the responsibility

of providing scientific and technical guidance and direction with a view

to achieving the objectives of the Centre; it shall also supervise the co

ordination and co-operation of the Centre with other specialized., regional

and world centres within the framework of the pertinent WHO programmess

in particular; the world Weather Watch and the World Climate Programme.
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ARTICLE 12

Co-operation with other organization

The Centre shall establish such relationships with the United Nations

and its specialized agencies and such other organizations and institutions

as may be interested in the activities of the Centre.

ARTICLE 13

Resources of the Centre

1. The financial resources of the Centre shall be derived frori contributions

made by the member States in accordance with a formula recommended' by the

Board of Governors to the ECA Conference of Ministers.

2. The Centre mays in addition to the resources referred to in paragraph

1 of this article9 receive donations from any member State.

3. The Centre may derive further resources in cash or in kind from the

United Nations and its specialized agencies, bilateral and unilateral donors,

and such other institutions and organizations as may be interested in the

activities of the Centre, Acceptance by the Centre of offers of such further

assistance shall be consistent with the objectives of the Centre^ subject to

the provisions of this Constitution and be in accordance with the relevant

provisions of the rules governing the financial management of the Centre.

ARTICLE 14

Amendments

This Constitution mays on the recommendation of the Joint Inter

governmental Committee on Human Settlements and Environment be amended by

the Conference of Ministers
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ARTICLE 15

Settlement of disputes

Any question in dispute that may arise concerning the interpretation

or application of any provision of this Constitution which cannot be

settled by the parties concerned, shall be determined by-the Board of.

Governors.

ARTICLE 16

Termination

.1. The Constitution shall be of indefinite duration except that it may

be terminated by a decision of the Conference of Ministers whereupon the

Centre shall be deemed to have been dissolved.

2O In the case of the dissolution of the Centre in pursuance of the

provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, the Board of Governors shall

make provisions for the orderly liquidation of the Centre.

ARTICLE 17 :

Entry into force ■■■..■.

. This.,,Constitution.shall enter into force upon its adoption by the

Conference of Ministers and approved by the member States in accordance

with the procedures in force in their respective countries.
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D. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

RECOMMENDED BY THE TECHNICAL PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

AT ITS EIGHTH MEETING FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE CONFERENCE OF

MINISTERS AT ITS THIRTEENTH KEETING/TWENTY-SECOND SESSION

GF THE COMMISSION
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1 (VIII). INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

The Conference of - Mlnisters>

Recalling resolution 1 (VII) of 23 March 1984 of the Conference of African

Ministers of Industry on the implementation of the programme for the Industrial

Development Decade for Africas

Recalling further resolution ID/CGNF.5/Res.S adopted by the first General

Conference of UHIDO in Vienna on 19 August 19c-4 -md resolution ID/B/Res.57

(XVIII) adopted by the Industrial Development Board of UNIDO in Vienna on

2" May 19u4 both on the Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Guided by the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia

Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-20001/ and the Final

Act of Lagos 1/ adopted in 1980 by the OAU Economic Summit as well as ECA

resolution 442 (XVII) of April 1982 and United Nations General Assembly

resolution 35/66 (B)» both on the formulation and implementation of the

Industrial Development Decade for Africa,

Taking note of tiie decision of the Industrial Development Boerd to

allocate to UNIDO $US 8.6 million instead of the $US 10 million approved

by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session, as

contained in resolution A/Res.29/233 in its 1986-19G7 regular budget, and

concerned with the financial constraints being experienced by the organizations

of the United Nations system, which would make it difficult for the allocation

of resources in the respective regular budgets of UNIDO and ECA for the

implementation of their decade-related activities,

Guided by resolution CIl/Res. 1039-1074 (XLIV) adopted by the forty-fourth

ordinary session of the OAU Council of Ministers and endorsed by the OAU

Summit at Addis Ababa in July 19o6 and by resolution 564 (X_XI) adopted by

the ECA Conference of Ministers .=»t its twelfth meeting and twenty-first session

of the Commission at Yaounde.- Cameroon in April 19C6;

1/ A/S-ll/14 annexes I and II.
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Considering Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 19?6~

1990 adopted by the tv?enty-f irst Summit of the OAU in resolution AHG/Res.136

and the United Nations Programme for African Economic Recovery .and Development,

1986-1990 adopted by the thirteenth special session of the United Nations

General Assembly in resolution S-13/2, both ' of which critically reviewed

the socio-economic problems of Africa, ind presented specific measures for

restructuring and rehabilitating the economies of African countries,

Recognizing the crucial role that the industrial sector, as i supplier

of major factor inputs9 has to play vjithin the context of the IDDA programme,

in Africa's economic recovery and development as emphasized in Africa s

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development,

Noting with satisfaction the mechanisms set up by the Heads of State

and Governmant of the OAU for the implementation of and"follow-up to Africa's

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and by the United Nations Secretary-

General for the implementation of the United Nations Programme for African

Economic Recovery and Development,

Reiterating the region's commitment to transform, through the process

of industrialization, the structure of its economies which are currently

externally oriented and heavily dependent on external factor inputs.,

Conscious of Che need for African countries and organizations, as well

as international organizations to intensify efforts to promote, on a priority

basis, the local development of industrial and entrepreneurial capabilities9

strengthening, establishment and management as appropriate of small- and

nedium-sc;ile enterprises; and the development of strategic core industries

and support projects with adequate intra- and intersectoral linkages providing

essential inputs for agriculture and food production,

Concerned with the persistent economic crisis facing the continent and

the serious constraints which hamper the industrial development of the region,

encompassing the shortage of required skills and technological capabilities s,

financial resources and a up 11 integrated network of strategic and core

industries necessary for the implementation of the Decade programme.
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Emphasizing the need for member States and African and international

organizations to undertake concerted measures to mobilize local and external

financial resources for both technical assistance and investment projects,

Welcoming the transformation of UNIDG into a specialized agency of the

United Nations system and the decision to convene its second General Conference

at Bangkok, Thailand, in November 1987,

Stressing the need to provide UNIDO and EGA with adequate resources

to support the programme for the Decade,

Hereby recommends as follows:

A. Implementation of the programme for the Industrial Development

Decade for Africa (IDDA)

(a) Takes note of the Joint Progress Reports presented by the three

secretariats and the information presented by member States as well as by

African and international organizations on actions taken to implement the

Decade programmej

(b) Notes with appreciation the information provided by specialized

agencies and organizations of the United Nations, and appeals to their

respective governing bodies to make due provision in their programmes and

budgets for activities that will further enhance the industrial development

of Africa^

(c) Further takes note of the co-operative efforts between the

secretariats of ECAS OAU and UNIDO and urges them to intensify such

co-operation with a view to ensuring the effective implementation of the

programme for the industrialization of Africa;

Cd) Requests, with regard to the next meetings, that the three

secretariats:

(i) Prepare a financial statement on the implementation of the programme

for the Decade;
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(ii) Describe the progress and impact of projects in that programmcs

as well as the difficulties encountered during their executions

(iii) Provide estimates of the magnitude of resources required to implement

the programme for the Decide as well as the breakdown per sector;

and

(iv) Ensure that the allocation of rtsources for the biennium (1983/89)

correspond to the requirements of the Decade programme.

^ Urges member States, African and international organizations and

the three secretariats to intensify their efforts towards the accelerated

implementation f.o the programme for the Decade during the remaining four

years taking into consideration Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery, 1906-1990 of the GAU and --.hs United Nations Programme of Action

for African Economic Recovery and Development, che implementation of which

will require a substantial contribution from the industrial sector;

(f) Appeals to the United Nations General Assembly to provide the ECA

with adequate financial resources that will enable it to carry out': its

activities related to che programme for thj Decade3 in accordance with ECOSOC

resolution E/1935/fcI of 26 July 1965;

(g) Further appeals to the Industrial Development Board of UNIDO to

increase the resources made avilablt to UNIDC for the implementation co

ordination and monitoring of the Decade programme^

(h) Invites financial and Investment institutions, especially the ADB

and the World Bank to increase the flow of technical assistance and investment

resources to the industrial sector in Africa;

(*■> Further invites the UNDP, bilateral and other multilateral donor

agencies to increase the flow of technical assistance resources to facilitate

the implementation of the Decade programme5

(j) Proposes that in view of the high priority accorded to the

industrialization of Africa in the Lagos Plan of Action and the programme

for the Decade, member Statess subregional and regional organizations as
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well as international organizations should endeavour to ensure that the

regional IPF for the fourth cycle contributes substantially to the accelerated

implementation of Decade-related activities;

(k) Calls for an independent mid-term evaluation of the implementation

of the IDDA programme as decided by the sixth Conference of African Ministers

of Industry in resolution I (VI) and invites the UNDP to consider financing

that evaluation and participate in its implementation in collaboration with

the three secretariats of ECA3 OAU and UNIDO|

(1) Calls for an examination of the activities of the regional

institutions such as ARGO, ARCEDEM and ARCT, involved in industrial development

in order to streamline their work programmes, minimize any duplication and

maximize the use of scarce resourcesj

(m) Reiterates the importance of the African Industrial Development

Fund and urges all member States to join and contribute to the Fund so as

to facilitate its early operation in line with previous resolutions of the

ECA Conference of Ministers, and invites international and bilateral donor

agencies to contribute generously so as to enable the Fund to become

operational, and in this regard requests the three secretariats to carry

out a study on other means of mobilizing resources for the Fund|

(n) Reiterates the need to limit the variety of products and to employ

standardization and quality control practices so as to rationalize and improve

the quality of production.

B. Implementation of the OAU Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 and the

United Nations Programme for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1906-1990

(ft)" Takes note of the report presented at the twentieth session of

the Commission on the African economic crisis and African industry and measures

for industrial rehabilitation and revitslizstion;
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Stresses the importance of the survival measures recommended for

the economic recovery and development of Africa, especially in relation to

the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery 1986-

1990 and the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery

and Development 1986-1990; and in this connection urges African countries

to adopt appropriate economic development policies and strategies that

correspond to their particular situations and take account of the agreed

objectives, principles and activities of the IDDA within the overall priorities

of the two programmes cited above;

(c) Urges all member States, as a priority, to embark on or step up

short-term rehabilitation measures, including restructuring the industrial

sector, rationalizing existing industries in various subsectors, recycling

industrial wastes, improving subcontracting to small-scale industries,

improving the criteria for allocation of resources, especially foreign exchange

resources for industrializations and to include the above measures in global

structural adjustment programmes;

(d) Recommends that member States should accord high priority to existing

key industries and provide them with additional assistance in order to achieve

full capacity utilizations and calls on UNIDO, ECA, the World Bank and ADB

to provide whatever necessary assistance is requested by member States to

this ends

(e) Recommends that medium- and long-term measures at the national,

subregional and regional levels should primarily focus on resource-based

industries, especially those directly linked to agriculture such as those

producing fertilizers, pesticides, metal products, as well as irrigation

equipment, agricultural tools and implements, and the associated spare parts

and components $

(f) Welcomes the advance in laboratory research and development

activities related to food processing based on local raw materials, and urges

member States and institutions to make every effort to ensure that subsequent

steps necessary for the diffusion and commercialization of results of such

activities are taken;
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<S) Appeals to all member States to Intensify their support for the

relevant regional institutions by providing them with adequate financial

resources and ensuring effective utilization of their services;

Requests the secretariat of the OAU, in association with UNIDO

and EGA, to undertake actions aimed at making member States aware of the

financial and other resources needed to implement the objectives of the IDDA

as defined in the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos.

C. Activities for the implementation phase, 1985-1990

cf the programme for the Decade

I. Preparation and promotion of investment projects

(a) Takes note with appreciation of the report prepared by UNIDO as

well as information presented by other organizations on their activities

relating to the preparation and promotion of investment projects, endorses

the recommendations contained in the UNIDO document and invites African

countries and organizations to take greater advantage of those activities;

Stresses the importance of proper project preparation which is

essential to the mobilization of investment resources. To that end, UNIDO,

UNDP, AIDO, ADBS the World Bank and other relevant international and African

organizations, including NGOs, should intensify and increase their assistance

to African countries and organizations. With regard to the process of

selection and quality of experts and consultants, UNIDO is urged to give

special attention to the particular needs of African countries;

(c) Calls upon UNIDO to revise its manual on the preparation of

industrial feasibility studies with a view to simplifying and integrating

it with the manual for industrial project evaluation prepared jointly with

AIDO and to make the revised version available to relevant institutions in

Africa; furthermore, to convene a working group of all international and

regional institutions providing assistance to African countries in project

identification and preparations especially the World Bank3 ADB and AIDO,

in order to harmonize the approaches and techniques adopted by those

organizations s
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(d) Urges all member States and African organizations to strengthen

their capabilities for project preparation, management and monitoring with

a view to facilitating the utilisation cf technical assistance and investment

resources for the implementation of industrial projects 5

<e^ Urges further all member States to strengthen or establish new

national mechanisms to ensure : a more effective promotion of industrial

investment and support projects, and calls upon UNIDO to intensify its

investment promotion activities in Africa, including the provision of

assistance in the preparation of investment project profiles 1

Appeals to the international communitys multilateral funding

agencies, especially the ADB and the World Bank, as well as other bilateral

and multilateral financing institutions and development foundations to increase

the flow of .-investment and technical assistance resources to the industrial

sector in Africa on concessional terms 3

(g) Welcomes with appreciation the positive contribution of the Polish

Chamber of Foreign Trade in the development of the metallurgical industry

in Africa and urges ali African countries to participate in AFROMET 1987.

In this regard, calls upon UNIDO and the authorities of the Polish Chamber

of Foreign Trade to facilitate the participation of experts from African

countries and organisations, by providing them with the necessary assistance;

(h) Welcomes the facilities currently available in the ADB and the

World Bank with regard to the provision of lines of credit and project

preparation assistance to small- and medium-scale indigenous agents of

production end distribution* and requests these institutions to provide member

States with comprehensive information on the content and use of such

facilities. ■ : • • -
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II. Measures to enhance the role of indigenous agents of production,

distribution and support services, as well as NGOs in the implementation

of the programme for the Decade

(a) Takes note with appreciation of the reports prepared by ECA as

well as of the information presented by member States and some organizations

on measures to enhance the role of indigenous agents of production,

distribution and support services for the implementation of the programme

for the Decade;

(b) Takes note of the report of the first African symposium on small-

and medium-scale enterprises organized by AADFI and WASME at Morocco in

1986, endorses the recommendations of the symposium and calls upon African

countries and organizations to undertakes with the assistance of UNIDO, ECA3

ADB, the World Bank and other relevant donor agencies and international non

governmental organizations, the necessary measures3 including fiscal and

financial policies and incentives and creation of training facilities, for

the development and promotion of small- and medium-scale enterprises and

entrepreneurial capabilities;

(c) Takes note also of the report of the forum on the involvement of

NGOs in the implementation of the programme for the Decade convened by AADFI

and UNIDO at Abidjan^ C@te d'lvoire, in August 1985, and endorses the

recommendations of that forum;

(d) Endorses the recommendations of the regional workshop on the role

of indigenous agents of production and distribution and support services

in the accelerated implementation of the IDDA and calls upon member States

to translate those recommendations into concrete actions $

(e) Stresses the paramount role of the indigenous agents of production

and distribution and support services in the implementation phase of the

IDDA, as these agents are involved in every aspect of industrial activities,

including project preparation, production technology, financing and marketing;
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(f) Stresses the importance of standardization and quality control

as well as the need to integrate industrial marketing and trade policies

in the promotion of industrial co-operation among member States, and invites

member States to pay special attention to improving the quality of industrial

products, especially those originating from mediun- and small-scale industries,

by creating adequate machinery for quality control and product certification

so as to improve their competitiveness and maximize foreign exchange earnings.

In this regard, stresses the ne*;d for the adoption of relevant African regional

standards and of measures to improve local technologies, especially in

intensifying applied research;

(g) Urges African Governments and organizations to increase the

involvement of national, subregional and regional NGOs in the preparation

and execution of their industrial programmes and projects;

(h) Urges UNIDO and UNDP as well as ADB5 the World Bank, and other

relevant African and international financial institutions to increase the

use of African NGOs and consultancy organizations, as appropriate, in the

preparation and execution of the projects they finance in Africa.

Ill- Strengthening of African industrial co-operation

(a) Endorses the revised integrated industrial promotion programmes

for Central and West Africa along with the proposed measures for their

implementation, decides tc include the project relating to the rehabilitation

of the sugar industry in Angola in the revised programme for Central Africa,

and urges UNIDO to ensure that the subregional meetings planned for the

Eastern/Southern African and Northern African subregions are held so as to

permit the review and revision of the initial integrated industrial promotion

programme for those subregions and to make resources available for the

organization of future subregional meetings;

(b) Takes note of the joint UNIDO, ITU and PATU programme for the

manufacture of telecommunications equipment in Africa, encourages African

countries to co-operate in the implementation of that programme and appeals

to financial institutions, donors and United Nations development agencies
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(c) Stresses . the need to accord priority to projects involving the

rehabilitation and restructuring of key industries and to integrate further

the projects within the framework of national policies ->.r.J programmes 3

industrial and sectoral surveys, which should be harmonized in order to

minimise duplication;

(d) Urges member Stites to accord particular importance to the creation

and/or strengthening of African engineering and technical capacities which

constitute one of the fundamental prerequisites for the successful

implementation of industrial projects;

(°/ Calls on OAUj EGA and UNIDO to provide member States with all the

necessary assistance for harmonising, on subregional .?nd regional bases3

industrialization policies so as to avoid unnecessary competition and to

benefit from complementarities in the industrial field.

IV. TCDC and the implementation of the programme for the Decade

■ (a).. Takes .note of the reports by EGA and UNIDO highlighting the

importance of TCDC in the implementation of the Decade programme; welcomes

the efforts made by member States and the secretariats to promote TGDC/ECDC

in the industrial field aiaong African countries and their regional institutions

as well -as between thsm and developing countries and their associated regional

institutions s to facilitate the imp] -mentation of the programme for the Decade.,

and endorses the recommendations proposed by the secretariats in the background

documents %

Stresses the importance of the TCDC/ECDC approach in developing

industrial capacities and capabilities required tor self-reliant and self-

sustained growth and development, and recommends it to the African Ministers

of Industry as an essential strategy for implementing the programme for the

Decade;

(c) Stresses further the importance and usefulness of Solidarity and

round-table Ministerial meetings5 calls upon UNIDO to intensify and expand

the programme in favour of more countries in Africa and to carry out an

evaluation of the programme, with a view to introducing appropriate
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improvements, including the establishment of suitable follow-up mechanisms

not only in the donor and recipient countries, but alsc in UNIDO;

(d) Welcomes the convening of the Afro-Asian co-operation meeting,

urges all African countries to participate actively in the meeting and requests

UNIDC to provide information to ■?!! participating countries on the final

arrangements, including the meeting of the African participants in New Delhi

a few days before the meetings as a recommended by the OAU Council of

Ministers, that being considered an important aspect of the meetings

(e) Appeals to donor countries, financial institutions and relevant

international organisations, especially UNDP, to provide the necessary-

resources to African Governments, subregional/regional institutions and

economic groupings dealing with industrial matters so as to facilitate

TCDG/ECDC arrangements which will assist in the implementation of the IDDA;

(f) Urges African Governments, the relevant subregional/regional

institutions and economic groupings tc take the necessary initiatives to

promote South-South co-cperation in the industrial field within the priorities

of the African Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, and in

line with the provisions of the programme for the IDDA.

D. UNIDC as a specialized agency

(a) Endorses the new orientation being given to UNIDO as a result of

its conversion into a specialized agency, thus enhancing its central

co-ordinating role within the United Nations system on matters related to

industry, in particular the priority being accorded to technical co-operation

activities> development of industrial manpowers the system of consultations,

small- and medium-scale industries, industrial rehabilitations investment

promotions development of technological capabilities, technical co-operation

among developing countries and the greater involvement of non-governmental

organizations and integration of women in the industrialization process5

(b) Reiterates the priority accorded to the UNIDO system of consultations

and urges all African countries and organizations to participate actively
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in the meetings organized within the framework of thst system. In this

connections UNIDO is urged to organise regional consultation meetings in

Africa relating to capital goods, industrial training and industrial financing

over the period 1987 to 1983. UNIDO is further requested to facilitate the

participation of African participants in the consultation meetings. In this

regard, takes note of the 1L0 programme cf industrial and related sectoral

activities and encourages the Ministers of Industry to actively participate

in that programme?

(c) Wo1cones the UNIDO special programme of technical advisory services

developed within the framework of the IDDA and calls upon UNIDO to accord

priority to that programme in its programme for the Decade. The meeting

urges all African countries and organizations to take full advantage of that

programme and invitns donor countries and organizations to give technical

and financial support to UNIDO for the expansion and implementation of that

programme;

(d) Takes note of the report of the Expert Group Meeting on Women in

Agro-industries held in Vienna in November 1985 as part of UNIDC's programme

to promote the integration and participation of women in industrial

developments endorses Che recommendations cf that meeting, and calls on UNIDOS

in co-operaticn with the ECA and other relevant United Nations organizations,

to take all necessary steps tc implement these recommendations., including

the organization of an African regional meeting to define a practical programme

specifically aimed ?.t helping African women to overcome the constraints

inhibiting their full contribution to industrial development, especially

in agro-industriesi

(e) Calls on UNIDO to p-iy particular attention to the needs of the

African countries, especially the least developed countries^ and to continue

to accord priority to the Industrial Development Decade for Africa;

(f) Attaches particular importance to the second General Conference

of UNIDO ?s a specialized agency, the ngonrfa of which should include:

(i) The Industrial Development Decade for Africa;
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(ii) The contribution of UNIDO to the restructuring and rehabilitation

of African industry, as well as the negotiation of new industrial

projects^

(iii) Development of human resources and technological capabilities for

industrial development;

(iv) Industrial financings

(v) The system of consultations 5 and

(vi) Institutional arrangements.

(g) Recommends that the Industrial Development Board of UNIDO establish

a working group of member States to prepare, with the assistance of the UNIDO

secretariat, each of the agenda items of the Conference?

(h) Recommends that a special session of the Conference of Ministers3

preceded by a meeting of intergovernmental experts» be held to prepare the

African common position for the second General Conference of UNIDO (November

1987)s at a date to be determined following consultations among the three

secretariats and the Chairman of the Conference of Ministers %

(i) Requests the secretariats of ECA3 OAU and UNIDO to prepare and

present to the meeting of intergovernmental experts proposals on the basis

of the agenda for the second General Conference to be established by the

Industrial Development Board of UNIDO.

E. Publjxi.tff..and promotion of the IDDA

(a) Notes with appreciation measures taken to publicise the IDDA not

only within Africa but also without and calls upon UNIDO as well as ECa and

OAU to intensify their Decade-related promotional activities, directing them

towards well-defined target groups and basing them on properly prepared

progranintess and requests UNIDO to reproduce and distribute widely to African

countriess organizations, educational institutions and other target groups

the film on the IDDAs
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(b) Calls upon African countries and organizations tc undertake

appropriate measures in order to meM.izc radio, television and other mass

media for the promotion of the IDDA among decision-makers not only in

Governments * industries and the business community, but also in educational

institutions and the population at lirge including the rural areas. In this

connection, UNIDG, EGA and OAU should provide the necessary assistance to

the African countries and organizations;

fc) Recommends the proclamation of -n "African Industrialisation Day"

which should be commemorated each ye?r ey all African countries and requests

the secretariats of EGA, UNIDO ana OAU t.) carry cut a study on the

implementation of this recommence*ions, taking into consideration the

experience of FAO in the commemoration ,-f its t:World Food Day", and to present

a report to the ninth Conference of African Ministers of Industry on the

matter, including the detailed financial implications it bore for member

States and the three organisations. The three secretariats should also study

the possibility of issuing special postage stamps commemorating the IDDAA;

(d) In view of the paramount importance of creating greater awareness

both within Africa and without on the contribution of industry to the

implementation of: the Lagos Plan of Action, Africa's Priority Programme for

Economic Recovery (1356-1S90) and the United Nations Programme for African

Economic Recovery and Development, appeals to UNDP to allocate, within the

framework of the proposals submit tea by UNIDO for a support programme for

the IDDA3 funds from the regional IPF for publicizing the IDDA.

F. General recommendations

(a) Recognizes the important role of public enterprises in the

implementation of the Decade programme and calls upon member States to

undertake appropriate measures for strengthening those enterprises in order

to enhance their efficiency, including their capacities for planning,

managements production and marketings

(b) Stresses the need for effective follow-up and monitoring of the

decisions and recommendations of the Conference of African Ministers of

Industry and requests the secretariats of UNIDO, OAU and EGA to continue
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to prepare annual progress reports which should include an indication of

the results achieved and constraints encountered in the implementation of

the programme for the Decade, and those reports should be presented to the

Conference of African Ministers of Industry for evaluation and further

directives 5

(c.) Reaffirms the need for the Conference of African Ministers of

Incus try to meet every two years and recommends that the Ministerial Follow-

up Committee on Industrialization in Africa be replaced by an Intergovernmental

Committee oZ Experts in view of the financial constraints encountered in

organizing meetings of the Follow-up Committee;

(<*) Recommends the proclamation of a second IDDA in order to accelerate

further the industrialization of Africa launched during the first Decades

and requests the secretariats of UNIDO, EGA and OAU, after appropriate

evaluation of the first Decade, tc undertake, in consultation with member

States, African organizations and relevant United Nations agencies, the

preparation of a programme for that Decade which should be submitted to the

tenth Conference of African Ministers of Industry and to provide a progress

report to the ninth Conference.
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2 (VIII). FUNDING OF AFRICAN INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND (AIDF)

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling resolution 8 (V) of the fifth meeting of the Conference of

African Ministers of Industry inviting ECA, OAU and the ADB to co-operate

in th^ design and organization of the African Industrial Development Fund,

Noting that member States have already ratified the agreement on

establishing the Fund5

Concerned that the Fund has not started operations for want of

contributions on the part of member States,

Considering the need for funding the pre-investment studies of subregional

core projects identified under the Industrial Development Decade for Africa

(IDDA) necessary to achieve the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action,

Requests the African Development Bank to explore possibilities of

mobilising from multilateral and bilateral sources an initial amount of SUE 15

million so as to enable the Fund to become operational.
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3 (VIII). FOURTH ALL-AFRICA TRADE FAIR ?KD PREPARATIONS FOR THE FIFTH

ALL-AFRICA TRADE FAIR U

The Conference of Ministers,.

Bearing in mind the previous OAU Council of Ministers' resolutions since

1967 especially its CM/Res.277(XIX) institutionalizing the All-Africa Trade

Fairs and the decision of the second extraordinary session of the Assembly

of Heads of State and Government of the OAU in April 1980 contained in the

Lagos Plan of Action to, inter alia, launch a permanent "Buy African Goods-

campaign within the framework of the All-Africa Trade Fairs,

Recalling the decision of the third meeting of the Ministerial Follow-

up Committee of the Whole on Trade and Finance held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

from 9 to 14 May 1984 to accept the offer of the Republic of Togo to host

the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Taking note with deep appreciation of part I of the report of the OAU

Secretariat on the Fourth All-Africa Trade Fair which took place in Lome,

Togo from 18 November to 8 December 1985,

Recognizing the special attention demonstrated and contribution made

by the President of the Republic of Togo, H.E. General Gnassingbe Eyadema

in enabling a successful outcome of the fourth All-Africa Trade Fair,

Further recognizing the functional role that the All-Africa Trade Fair

could play in developing intra-African trade, judging from the results of

the Lome Fair in terms of the level of participation, the structure and wide

range of goods and the production capacity and potential exhibited.

1/ Morocco expressed reservation on part I and on paragraph 7 of this

resolution.
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Further, recalling its decision adopted in Brazzaville, the Congo in October

1985 during the eighth session of its meeting to accept the offer of Zaire

to host the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair, the Conference of African Ministers

of Trade.

PART Is FOURTH ALL-AFRICA TRADE FAIR

!• Requests the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity

to transmit, on behalf of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade, a

special message of congratulations and thanks to the President of the Republic

of Togo, H.E. General Gnassingbe Eyadema, the Government and people of Togo

for the exceptional efforts deployed to make the fourth All-Africa Trade Fair

a success; . .

2* Direcrts the Secretary-General of the OAU, in collaboration with the

ECA, ITC and all relevant intergovernmental organizations, especially ECOWAS,

PTA, SADCC, ECCAS and the Indian Ocean Commission, to conduct a thorough

assessment of the impact of all the previous All-Africa Trade Fairs and to

report to the next Conference of African Ministers of Trade.

PART II! FIFTH ALL-AFRICA TRADE FAIR

1. Takes note of the preparatory activities so far undertaken by all

concerned;

^" Nptes and approves 16-31 July 1988 as the date of the fifth All-Africa

Trade Fair;

■*• yr.Se.s, all member States to refrain from organizing national trade

fairs on dates which coincide with the date announced for the fifth All-Africa

Trade Fair;
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4. urges donors to provide financial assistance to collaborating agencies,

such as ITC, the Regional Fund of the ACP-EEC of the Lome Convention, UNDP,

UNCTAD, etc., in order to enable them lend financial assistance and technical

support to make the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair a success?

5. Endorses the choice of "Promotion of intra-African trades A factor

for the integration of African economies" ?s the theme for the fifth Fair;

6. Takes note with deep appreciation of the subvention of $US 500,000

granted to the Fifth All-Africa Trade Fair by the Council of Ministers of

the Organization of African Unity;

7« Directs the OAU Secretariat, in collaboration with ITC and other

relevant agencies, to undertake a market survey prior to the fifth Fair and

carry out a technical assessment of the impact of the Fair?

8. Approves the composition of the Organising Committee of the fifth

All-Africa Trade Fair as follows! Togo, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, Algeria, Egypt,

Tunisia, Ethiopia, Kenya, the United Republic of Tanzania, Zaire (Chairman),

Cameroon, the Congo, Angola, Botswana and Zimbabwe?

9. Further approves the terms of reference of the Organizing Committee

of the fifth All-Africa Trade Fair as contained in the report of the ninth

Conference of African Ministers of Trade.
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4 (VIII). ZiPRxCA'S TRADE WITH SOCIALIST COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE 1/

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering that the necessity of promoting and diversifying Africa's

external trade with non-traditional partners, in particular with the Socialist

countries of Eastern Europe, requires intensive and continuous efforts through

multilateral organizations.

Noting with satisfaction that ECA and UNCTAD had already initiated

activities in this field in conformity with the various decisions of the Trade

and Development Board as well as of the Conference of African Ministers of

Trade at its session,

Considering the need of African countries in this field,

1- Requests the OAU, ECA and UNCTAD secretariats and the Socialist

countries of Eastern Europe to intensify their technical assistance activities

in this area and consequently request UNDP and the Socialist Countries of

Eastern Europe to allocate necessary resources to OAU,, ECA and UNCTAD

secretariats in order to fully implement their programme of training,

dissemination of information and advisory services on national, regional,

and interregional levels?

2. Further requests the Secretary-General of o;\U, the Executive Secretary

of ECA and the Secretary-General of UNCThD to report on this subject at the

tenth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade.

1/ Morocco had reservation on this resolution.





5 (VIII)

5 (VIII). ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN TRADE PROMOTION ORGANIZATIONS (AATPO)

The Conference, of Ministers,,

Having examined the report on the critical financial and administrative

situation of the Association of African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO),

Recalling that the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the

Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000*/ assigns to

AATPO an important role in the development of intra-African trade,

Cognizant of AATPO's potential to discharge its responsibilities provided

it is furnished with the necessary wherewithal,

Noting however that the Association has not been availed with the necessary

resources to the extent required by its responsibilities and commitments,

and in particular that many of the Association's members are in arrears with

their contributions to the Association's budget, and that this threatens the

very existence of the Association,

1. Urges the States members of the Association of African Trade Promotion

Organizations to pay to the Association their current assessed as well as

arrears of their assessed contributions to the Association,

2. Appeals to all OAU and ECA nember States who are not yet members

of AATPO to join the Association at the earliest opportunity,

3. Callg. on the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity

(OAU) and the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

to give all possible financial and technical support to AATPO and to carry

out the studies on the harmonization of the activities of AATPO with those

of the ECA and the Federation of African Chambers of Commerce requested by

the eighth session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade?

1/ A/S-ll/14 annex I.
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4' Appeals to the United Nations Development Programme and the European

Development Fund to give all possible financial assistance and other support

to AAPTO.
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6 (VIII). ESTABLISHMENT OF A PREFERENTIAL TRADE AREA IN NORTH AFRICA

The Conference, of Ministers,

Recalling the provisions of the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation

of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000

and the Final Act of Lagos 1/ which call for the establishment of a preferential

trade area.

Recalling further the resolutions on trade promotion in North Africa

adopted by the Council of plenipotentiaries at its meetings held in April

1985 and March 1986,

Re-iterating its resolution 568 (XXI) of April 198S inviting member States

to accelerate the process of economic integration within existing subregional

groupings,

1. Notes with satisfaction the acceptance by and the commitment of the

respective governments to the establishment of a preferential trade area for

North African countries?

2- Undertakes to create between member States of the subregion a

Preferential trade area and a payments and clearing arrangement?

3- Decides to convene an intergovernmental group of experts to define

actions in view of establishing the preferential trade area,

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa

to institute measures to convene the first meeting of the inter-governmental

negotiating team to discuss the modalities for the establishment of the proposed

preferential trade area and to submit a progress report to the next meeting

of the Council of Plenipotentiaries of the Tangier-based HULPOC and to the

next Conference of Ministers?

2/ A/S-ll/14 annexes I and II
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5- Requests the United Nations Development Programme to support the

inter-governmental group for their efforts aiming to establish the preferential

trade area.
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7 (VIII). MEASURES FOR THE EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SUBSTANTIAL NEW

PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE 1980s FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

IN AFRICAN LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling united nations General Assembly resolution 40/205 of 17 December

1985 which reaffirmed the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for

the l«80s for the least developed countries, »as the basis for continuing

co-operation between the least developed countries and their development

partners, as well as the commitment to the full and effective implementation

of the programme" and which also endorsed the conclusions and recommendations

contained in the report of the intergovernmental group on the least developed

countries on the Kid-Term Global Review of the ENPA,

Further recalling its resolution 307 (XV) of 12 April 19P0 entrusting

the Conference of ministers of African Least Developed Countries with the

responsibility for ensuring the co-ordination of efforts, establishing

priorities, monitoring and evaluating progress under the Comprehensive Hew

Programme of Action and the Substantial New Programme of Action in African

Least Developed Countries,

Recalling also the decision of the tv;enty-f irst ordinary session of

the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of frican

Unity hy which the Summit adopted Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery UPPER) which voa subsequently endorsed by the thirteenth Special

Session of the United Nations General Assembly in resolution S-31 of 1 June

1986 and elaborated in the United Nations Programme of Action for African

Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD),

n.ml, concerned about the continued and persistent downslide in economic

growth and development performance of the African least developed countraes

largely as a result of the deepening internal economic crises compounaed

by such exogenous factors as drought, collapse in world prices for primary

commodities, considerable deterioration in their terms of trade, protectionist

measures of industrialized countries, and mounting debt service obligations,
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Noting with satisfaction the enormous efforts made by the African least

developed countries to improve their economic and social conditions, especially

the painful austerity measures taken which were expected to lead to adequate

economic recovery as foundation for sustained economic growth and development.

Recognizing that the African least developed countries ar^ faced with

structural deficiencies which limit their capacity to respond adequately

to internally and externally induced imbalances? and their inability to acquire

adequate development financing which has shrunk considerably below the targets

of external funding requirements of the African LDCs as envisaged by the

SNPA,

Deploring that the adoption of adjustment and stabilization programmes

supported by the IMF and/or IBRD had become a sine qua non for mobilizing

international assistance in terms of financial flows and debt relief; and

noting that the implementation of the policy measures recommended in the

programmes had further destabilized the LDCs' economies and led to dire social

and political consequences.

Taking note of the initiative of some creditor nations in implementing

UNCTAD Trade and Development Board resolution 165 (S-IX) on debt relief

especially those donors who had provided outright cancellation of their debt

to some African LDCs and ohters who are making progress in alleviating the

debt burden of the LDCs,

Bearing in mind that the seventh session of the United Nations Conference

on Trade and Development (UNCTAD VII) is scheduled to take place in Geneva

in July 1987 and will consider the problems of the least developed countries

bearing in mind the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for

the LDCs; and that the Addis ababa Declaration of African Ministers re^.-onsible

for trade and development preparatory to UNCTAD VII of 18 March 1987, had

inter alia, reiterated the recommendations of the Mid-Term Global Review

on behalf of the LDCs as part of the proposals for negotiations at the Sixth

Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 in Havana, Cuba, in April 1987 and

at UNCTAD VII in Geneva in July 1987,
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1. strongly urges African least developed countries to continue to

assume the primary responsibility for their overall development and to

intensify their economic recovery efforts through the mobilization and

efficient utilization of domestic resources for the implementation of the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1986-1990 which would enhance the effective implementation of

the Substantial New Programme of Action;

2. Reaffirms the Substantial New Programme of Action as the basis

for continued mutual co-operation between the LDCs and the international

community and that the programme should be fully and effectively implemented.

Donors should provide substantially enlarged volume of financial assistance

in real terms to the LDCs on terms which correspond to their immediate and

long-term development needs, and in that respect, donor countries, which

have not yet done so, should endeavour to attain 0.15 per cent of their GNP

as the official development assistance (ODA) to the least developed countries

before the end of the decade or should attain, on a priority basis, doubling

of their ODA by 1990;

3. Urges developed countries to fully implement UNCTAD Trade and

Development Board resolution 165 (S-IX) expeditiously and to convert all

outstanding bilateral ODA loans of all African LDCs into grants without

di scrimination;

4. Requests donors to provide increased and quick-disbursing balance-

of-payments support as well as commodity aid, programme aid, including sector

assistance and general import financing. Such balance-of-payments support

in general must not be used to exercise political pressure on the African

LDCs and should not be dependent on acceptance by these countries of IMP

and/or IBRD structural adjustment and stabilization programmes which involve

social costs that hinder their basic aims, objectives and priorities. The

IMF should undertake a fundamental review of the principles on which its

conditionally rests in such a way as to reflect the peculiar social, economic

and political priorities of the LDCs;
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5. Urges the IMF and the World Bank to provide an effective, mechanism

in support of African LDCs currancies while they implement structural

adjustment and stabilization programmes; otherwise these currencies will

be subject to rapid exchange rate depreciation which in turn will aggravate

che alreadyacute inflationary pressures, reduce growth and development in

generalj

6O Urges Organizations of the United Nations system and other relevant

international institutions to intensify their efforts in establishing new

mechanisms and arrangements for mobilising increased technical,, financial

and material resources for the LDCs;

7. Endorses the proposals contained in the Addis Ababa Declaration

of the African Ministers responsible for trade and development preparatory

to UNCTAD VII of 1G March 1887 with respect to the problems of the African

least developed countries and the corresponding measures recommended to be

taken at the national and international levels to ensure the effective

implementation of the SNPA;

e* Requests the seventh session of UNCTAD to explore the possibilities

for fully compensating the export earning shortfalls of the LDCs. Special

measures have to be taken to strengthen the commodity markets and enhance

export receipts of the LDCs from such commodities,, Special arrangements

should also be considered for the LDCs in the IMF Compensatory Financing

Facility Scheme by providing for full coverage of their export shortfalls,

for the subsidisation of their interest payments on outstanding drawings

and for a longer repayment and grace periocs than hitherto?

5* Requests the Executive Secretary of the■ ECA, in collaboration with

UND"P, to provide resources, on priority basis,, for studies to be carried,

out on the overall impac: of structural adjustment and stabilization^ programmes

in a selected number of African least developed countries.
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8 (VIII). ROLE OF THE BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION SECTOR IN THE DEVELOPMENT

■■'-■'-■ PROCESS ■■- •"

•The' Conference, of Ministers,

Considering that rural transformation based on sound regional and physical

planning is vital to the implementation of Africa's Priority Programme for

Economic Recovery,- 1986-1990 (APPER)',!/ ^

Conscious of the rich experiences available in Africa and the need to

promote exchanges of these experiences among its member States,

Aware of the limited resources available for the development of member

Statesi

"Recognizing that the building and construction sector plays a crucial

role in other sectors such as agriculture/ industry, transport and

communications and in the provision of physical infrastructure in human

settlements, ■ .

fisppgnizing also that effective human settlements development requires

clo^e co-operation between the public and private sectors as well as community

participation at the local level, ; ■ !

further, that the development of the human settlements sector

requires the availability of trained human resources at all levels.

Noting the high priority given to training in the field of human

settlements by Governments, ECA and UNCHS (HABITAT) in their respective work

programmes, .-■■-<■.-

1/ A/40/666.
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Noting also that the 1988-1989 draft programme of work and priorities

and the draft 1990-1995 medium-term priorities for member States as presented

under the work programmes of EGA have been prepared in collaboration with

UNCHS (HABITAT) in order to ensure effective co-ordination and harmonization

of activities in the area of human settlements in the region,

■*■* flPP.eiaAs to member States to give higher priority to physical planning,

development and management of their human settlements?

2« Further appeals to member States to give special focus on creating

an appropriate environment for the homeless, the poor and the disadvantaged

groups to improve their own shelter and neighbourhoods;

3- Immediately urges member States to take necessary measures to

integrate physical planning and rural transformation policies and programmes

into national socio-economic development planning;

4* Requests the Executive Secretary of SCA, in co-operation with the

Executive Director of UNCHS (HABITAT) and the Managing Director of Shelter-

Afrigue, UNDP and the World Bank and other aid agencies to mobilize resources,

for the provision of technical assistance, upon request, from member States

in the formulation and implementation of shelter and human settlements policies

and programmes;

5> tl.ffl.6,5,, member States to promote policies conducive to the development

of the construction sector along the following lines:

. (a) Strengthening building materials as well as its utilization and

to train local technicians and artisans for the construction" of infrastructure

and implementation of rural transformation;
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(b) Revision of the building codes and standards in consonance with

the prevailing circumstances in member States;

■(c> Prompting the informal sector, i.e., the small-scale contractors.

building co-op^tives as they are labour-intensive enterprises producing

multiplier effects for all sectors of the economy at a low capital intensity,

«d, Developing of ^ow-cost solutions for all building types and needs,

thi. could be done by the design and execution of pilot promts which establish

clear precedents for large-scale projects;

<„> Establishing, and/or strengthening existing housing finance

institutions catering for the poorest section of the society;

6. Comments, the Executive Secretary, the Executive Director of UNCHS

(HABITAT), and the Managing Director of Shelter Afrigue for their efforts

to formulate a major regional project designed to assist African Governments

in the development and production of indigenous building materials to meet

the immediate needs of low-cost shelter and infrastructure construction,

7 Appeals to Shelter Afriguc. UNDP and other aid agencies to give

favourable consideration to providing the necessary financial resources for

the effective implementation of the ECA building and construction projects;

8 uraes member States to remove institutional barriers that may present

obstacles in the efforts of the poor and disadvantage* groups to improve their

own shelter and neighbourhoods?

9. Recommends that member States explicitly promote community

participation in human settlements planning, development and management and

adopt policies and programmes that would enable the people to fully participate

in meeting their own shelter and related needs;
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10# Requests the Executive Secretary in co-operation with UNCHS (HABITAT)

to assist member States in promoting human resources development to meet the

requirements of urban and rural settlements, inter alia, throughs (a)

development of training materials, (b) organization of training courses and

workshops, (c) establishment of networks of human settlements training

institutions, (d) continuous assessment and evaluation of human settlements

training in Africa, and (e) mobilization of resources and co-ordination of

the programmes of various aid organizations concerned with human settlements

training in Africa?

l1' Endorses the 1988-1989 work programmes and the draft 1990-1995 medium-

term priorities for member States in the human settlements sector, as proposed

by the Executive Secretary.
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9 (VIII). INTEGRATION OF WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the findings of the ECA/ATRCW study on Che United Nations

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against: Women,

Considering also the importance of planning women's activities within

the United Nations and through the medium-term plan to relate such planning

to women and development system-wide, among other things,

Recalling resolution 579 (XXI) on women and development adopted by the

twelfth meeting of the EGA Conference of Ministers,

Considering the new restrictions regarding the programme for the

integration of vromen in development in the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle,

Stressing the need for UNDP :o continue financing programmes for the

integration of women in de'v'eloptnent within the HULPOCss

Taking note of the recommendacionf; male by the meetings of the subregional

Committees for the Integration of Women in Development9

Stressing the need for EGA and tht regional and subregional machineries

for the integration of women in development: to co-ordinate their activities

;ind consult each others

Bearing in mind the recommendations contained in Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recoverys 13C6~lv';r 1/ and the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 U in

which women have an important role to plays

1/ A/40/666

2/ A/S-13/2 annox
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1. Recommends tc those States which h.we not yet done so to sign,

ratify and implement the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of

AH Forms of Discrimination against Vjomen, in particular those parts which

have to do with education, employment, political and economic activities;

at the same time, women themselves r.re urged to co-operate with their

governments in publicizing the Convention and including it in educational

programmes %

2. Recommends also to take note of the study on the United Nations

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women

and endorse the recommendations of that studyj

3. Supports the planning of activities for the integration of women

in development taking place within the United Nations system^

4. Notes with regret that the appeal it made to UNDP during the seventh

meeting of ARCC held at Yaounde in April 1986 for UNDP to continue its

financial support of programmes for the integration of women in development

within the MULPOCs has received a negative response;

5. Appeals to the member States of the Governing Council of UNDP to

do all in their power to ensure that the UNDP continues its support to the

women's programme in the MULPOCs and to the Africa Regional Co-ordinating

Committee for the Integration of Women in Development through the Fourth

Programming Cycles

S. Appeals also to African States, working in conjunction with the

Executive Secretary of ECAS to approach bilateral, African and non-African

governmental and non-governmental organizations to provide funds for the

implementation and follow up of the priority subregional programmes deriving

from the Arusha and Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement

of Women by contribution in cash or in kind at the Pledging Conference of

the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development;

7. Requests African States to support the participation of their

delegations to meetings of the Subregional Committees and those of ARCC so

= e t-n ™n««HriPt-P r.he cains of the subrejtioncl and regional programmes of
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3. Requests also African Governments as well as international

institutions to include the issue of the integration of women in development:

into the national priorities sat within the context of Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery and the United nations Programme of Action

for African Economic Recovery and Development 5

9. Requests further that the Executive Secretary of ECA should transmit

to the Administrator of UNDP and to the Secretary-General of the United Nations

the memorandum stating the case for maintaining the programme and structures

for the integration of women in development within the MULPOCs and within

the African Training and Research Centre for Women (ATRCW)s

10. Further requests that the Secretary-General of the United Nations

should lift the freeze on the posts of women experts responsible fur

implementing the work programme of regional and subregional machineries for

the integration of women in development and have such experts recruited on

ECA regular budget posts 5

11. Requests also the Executive Secretary to adopt or modify all projects

related to the integration of women in development in consultation and co

ordination with the meeting of the plenipotentiaries as well as the Council

of Ministers meetings of the MULPOCs and ARCC.



10 (VIII)

10 (VIII). THE INTERNATIONAL MOBILIZATION OF FINANCIAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL

RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA

The Conference of Ministers f

qaaplv concarnad with tha critical food and agriculture situation in

Africa in tha past two decades as evidenced by tha drastic daclina in salf-

ralianca in food,,

Awara. howevar, of tha improvement in tha food situation in some countries

in tha last two years which, in any casaf has bean due to improvement in

weather conditions in these countries.

Convinced of tha need to rehabilitate African agriculture, especially

through strengthening tha foundation for a solid development of tha food

sector.

Noting the success in food production achieved by some countries and

wishing this trend to proceed towards the total elimination of hunger from

the African continent as soon as possible,

Raca.lli.nQ Africa:s Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990l/

adopted by the Assembly of Heads of Stata and Government of tha Organization of

African Unity at its twenty-first ordinary session, which accords high priority

to tha food and agriculture sactor,^/

Recalling also the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic

Recovery and Development adopted in May 1986 by the United Nations special

session on tha African economic crisis,

1/ A/40/666

2/ Morocco had reservation on tha fifth paragraph of the preamble of

this resolution.
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Racognizing _ furthar tha critical financial gap which sariously hinders

tha growth of tha agricultural sector in Africa,

also that tha tachnological gap in Africa has a direct

relationship with declining agricultural productivity, which is aggravated

by natural factors such as drought, desertification, floods and cyclones.

Recognizing; further tha rola of agricultural research and scientific

training in the development of appropriate technology for the food and

agricultural sector in Africa,

Awara of the fact that some modest breakthroughs achieved in agricultural

research in some parts of Africa have not bean widely publicized for tha

information and necessary action of other African countries,

Staying, cons.ide.r.ed the report of the secretariat on tha International

Mobilization of financial and technological resources for food and agriculture

in Africa,

Noting with, satis/action tha decision of the General Assembly by its

resolution 38/198 of 20 December 1983 to designate the year 1991 as tha

International Year for tha Mobilization of Financial and Tachnological

Resources to Increase Food and Agricultural Production in Africa bearing

in mind the relevant criteria sat forth in the annex to Economic and Social

Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980,

1. Takes note of tna report?

2- R_e,a£firms tha individual and collective commitment of African

Governments to the full implementation of Africa•s Priority Programme for

Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 which focus on food and agriculture;^/

3/ Morocco had reservation on the operative paragraph 2 of this resolution.
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3. Reaffirms .siso the ccllactiva commitment to the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990,

which focus on food and agriculture;

4. Uraes_ member States to continue to translate into concrete programmes

and projects the recommendations on food and agriculture contained in the

Priority Programme an^ the United Nations Programme of Action and especially

to:

(a) Incraasa the share of oubiic expenditure allocated to agriculture

to attain a target of 20-25 per cent of aggregate public invastmant by the

year 1989 where this has not already been dona;

(b) Intensify efforts in agricultural research and training with a view

to developing appropriate technology for food and agriculture in Africa and

in this regard, allocate on a sustained basis between 10-20 par cant of the

total public expenditure to agriculture, agricultural development rasaarch

training and extension?

(c) Publicize in the scientific literature and othar relevant madia,

information regarding research breakthroughs in their countries or other

parts of Africa for the interest of membar countries and subregional and

international research organizations?

5» Uraas national, subragional and regional agricultural rasaarch

institutes to co-ordinate their activities and to co-oparata with each othar

in tha exchange of information regarding their research activities;

s the Economic Commission for Africa in collaboration with

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to take all

nacassary measures to facilitate and ensure effective co-oparation among

national, subregional and international research institutions in Africa;
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7- Calls on the international community to give high priority in their

aid programme to the agriculture sector in Africa and in particular to

agricultural research and technology development;

the Secretary-General to put forward concrete proposals to

the General Assembly which would ensure the success of the International

Year for Africa and affectively mobilize the necessary financial and

technological resources to increase food and agricultural production in Africa.
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11 (VIII). CONVENING OF A MEETING OF AFRICAN EXPERTS PRIOR TO THE DIPLOMATIC

CONFERENCE TO REVIEW THE CODE OF CONDUCT OF MARITIME CONFERENCES

The Conference of Ministers,

Considering the important contribution made by foreign trade to the development

of African countries„

Desirous of ensuring an increase in this foreign trade.

Conscious of the fact, that almost 90 per cent of the value of this trade

is effected through maritime transport.

Taking into account the fact that from 19G0 till now, African countries control

only 1 per cent of the world maritime tonnage, whereas the ideal percentage

according to a realistic interpretation of the objectives of the United Nations

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Decade

Development 1/ (U 'l-l'/^) is 3.92 per cent, 2/

Noting on the one hand that liner shipping absorbs the bulk of maritime traffic

of value to African countries, and on the other hand, that the efficiency of

maritime services in Africa has been severely affected by the abusive practices

of foreign monopolies which still control a good part of this transport sutxsector.

1/ General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 24 October 1980 annex,

2/ ECA's estimation.
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Noting, also with satisfaction that since 1974 the international community

has regulated almost all maritime liner services with a view to eliminating its

numerous conference practices and has made it possible for developing countries,

desirous of establishing a merchant liner fleet, to secure a reasonable proportion

of this traffic for their shipping companies.

Aware of Africa's interest in this agreement in which 28 African countries

are contracting parties.

Bearing in mind the fact that the Code of Conduct of Maritime Conferences,

as an instrument for ending these conference practices, is in fact likely to lose

its real significance on account of the radical differences of interpretation

observed in its implementation among developed and underdeveloped countries in

terms of maritime services.

Aware that the weakening of the Code is detrimental tpi i African. ^interests

in this sector.

Desirous on the one hand to safeguard African solidarity during the next

Diplomatic Conference to review this international agreement which is scheduled

< ■ ■

to take place towards the end of 1988; and on the other hand'to ensure the revised

instrument includes inter alia an African dimension,

Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with United _ Nations

Conference on Trade, and Development# Organization of African Unity, Ministerial

Conference of West and Central African States on Maritime Transport and

Intergovernmental^Standing Committee, pji^Shrpping. and other interested organizations

to organize, early in 1988, an intergovernmental meeting of African experts, prior

to the Diplomatic Conference to review the Code scheduled for 1989 and to present

a report on the meeting to the next session of the Conference of Ministers.
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12 (VIII). INFORMATION SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA

The Conference of Ministers,

. Recalling its resolution 359 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on the establishment

of a Data Bank,

Recalling also its resolution 366 (XV) of 12 April 1980 on the Pan-African

Documentation and Information System (PADIS),

Noting the importance for member States to generate comparative data

and information on economic recovery and development for the implementation i

of the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 1986-1990,

Recognizing, the ever-pressing need for member States to have immediate

access to national and comparative data and information on economic and social

development for planning and decision-making.

Cognizant of the problems hindering the efficient organization and delivery

of information services at national, subregional and regional levels.

Recognizing that incompatible information collection and classification

methods and poor communications mechanisms have hampered inter-country exchange

of development information and experience „-

Noting the recommendation of the PADIS Regionalr Technical Committee

concerning a study on the adaptation of PADIS to changing realities, \

Noting with satisfaction the steps taken . towards the establishment of

subregional documentation and information centres in Central, Eastern and ^

Southern and North Africa, , , I

Noting also with satisfaction the progress made in the implementation

of the PADIS programme *
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1b Adopts the report of the third meeting of the PADIS Regional Technical

Committee and takes note of its recommendations as well as the PADIS work

plan for 1987-1988 and strategies for the period 1987-1991 contained therein;

2. Calls upon the Government of the Niger and the ECA secretariat to

intensify their efforts to launch as soon as possible the West African

Documentation and Information System;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations Development Programme

and the International Development Research Centre of Canada for their continued

support of PADIS as it enters its third phase;

4= Commends the continuously evolving co-operation between ECA/PADIS

and UNESCO/PGI in assisting African member States in the araas of documentation

and information,- particularly the programme being developed in the context

of the UNDP Fourth Programming Cycle;

5. Commends also Zaire and Zambia for their financial contributions

to the development of the PADIS system and. network, in particular,, to the

establishment of CADIS and ESADIS respectively?

6. Calls upon member States and the international community to include

PADIS in their pledging to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development

7° Calls upon PADIS to continue its ongoing activities in systems and

network development and to extend its activities to the development of advisory

services in information systems development and policyf innovative user

servicesy training in information systems,, promotion of horizontal co-operation

in information exchange in the region9 provision of access to its data bases

for African member States and undertaking research on improved methodologies

for statistical and non-numerical data base development?

8. Requests the specialized agencies of the United Nations system *o

intensify their support tc PADIS, particularly by making available the data

bases and information products they generate to allow for wider dissemination
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9. Requests also tne Executive- Secretary of ECA to assist member States

in this vital area by taking the necessary measures to make information systems

development anc usar services a part: of regular budget technical co-operation

activities of the ECA, beginning wix.h tho Medium-Term Plan for the period

1930-1995;

1C. Requests further that the Executive Secretary should explore ways

and moans of including more technical co-operation activities on information

systems development in the ECA work programme and budget for 1986-1989?

11. Further requests t*u Executive Secretary to report on progress made

in thj implementation of this resolution to the twenty-third session of the

Commission.
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13 (VIII). THE AFRICAN SOCIAL SITUATION

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 423 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 on the social

implications of the Lagos Plan of Action and the measures annexed thereto,

Bearing in mind the recommendations of the fourth meeting of the

Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs held at Addis Ababa,

Ethiopia, on 25 and 26 March 1985,

Noting with concern that the recent economic crisis in the region has

had severe social consequences, with millions of the African populations

suffering from displacement, famine, starvation and death,

Aware that the majority of the African populations live in rural areas

where development efforts have still not succeeded in eliminating poverty

and msrginalizatioii;

Recalling General Assembly resolution 40/99 of 13 December 1985 on popular

participation as an important factor in development and in the full realization

of all human rights,

Convinced that economic recovery and growth must be achieved

simultaneously with the social objectives of equity, participation and social

justice for .ill population groups, especially youth, women and any

disadvantaged groups3

mmesConcerned that many social development and social welfare progra

have been marginal and not received the necessary priority and resources,

1. Calls upon member States to give high priority in their national

development plans to social development policies and programmes5

2. urgos all member States to promote popular participation in the

development process 5
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3* Invites member States and relevant development agencies at tha

regional and international levels to accord higher priority to the formulation*

developments implementation and evaluation of integrated rural development

projects and activities;

4. Emphasizes tht importance of making analyses of, and exchanging

information ons the social impact of the recent economic crisis in order

to formulate and implement policy measures in the fields of employments

educations health, nutrition, housing facilities, crime preventions the well-

being of children, equal opportunities for the disabled and the aged, refugee

and displaced persons, full participation of youth in the development process

and the full integration and participation of women in development;

5- Urges all contracting member States to honour their commitments

to the African Centre for Applied Research and Training in Social Development

(ACARTSOD), the only regional centre concerned with social development

problems3 and appeals to African Governments which are not yet members to

accede to the agreement establishing the Centre §

6, Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to accord the programme

for social development in Africa the highest priority;

7. Requests also the Executive Secretary of ECA to report to the

Conference of Ministers every two years on the African social situation and

any social trends and problems requiring particular attention.
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14 (VIII). DEVELOPMENT OF CARTOGRAPHY AND REMOTE SENSING SERVICES IN AFRICA

The Conference of Ministers;

Having considered "he report of the sixth United Nations Regional

Cartographic Conference for Africa, held in Addis Ababa from 10 to 17 November

1986 and the resolutions contained (therein,

Mindful., of the close affinity between cartography and remote sensing

and the need for their integration and strengthening in order that the

composite disciplines may be in rfco position to provide member States with

essential geographic information; scientific data and maps needed for the

development: of their national economise,

Noting that there is great need to increase awareness of cartography

and remote sensing as tools for the development of natural resources, control

of desertification and protection of the environment so as to contribute

valuable inputs into the measures for the rapid implementation of the Lagos

Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos as well as Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER) and the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD),

Bearing in mind that United Nations Regional Cartographic Conferences

for Africa provide the unique forum for discussing modern trends in the

development of cartography and remote sensing for the rapid production of

information and ^ata for economic planning- and offar an invaluable opportunity

for the exchange and cross-fertilization of ideas between African experts

on the one hand and between them am1, their foreign counterparts on the other;

1. Endorses the report of the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic

Conference for Africa an4* the recommendations contained therein;

Executive Sccr^.L-'ry *:o convene the seventh United

Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa in 1989;
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3. Invites the EKCCuf.ivR Secretary to take necessary accelerated

measures towards the merger of the African Remote Sensing Council and t>v:

African Association of Cartography to submit its report to the fourteenth

meeting of the EGA Conference of Ministers;

4. Urges the Executive Secretary to continue to sustain his efforts

(a) Better co-ordination of institutional cartographic and remote sensing

activities in so far as they concern the attainment of standardized specifica

tions for topographical maps in Africa and the establishment of a common

geodetic datum for Africa;

(b) Supporting Africa's regional efforts to establish an African

Standardization Gravity Net (ASGN) and a common geodetic datum for Africa?

(c) Taking measures to promote the science and technology of cartography

and remote sensing through the organization of seminars and workshops on

topics relevant to Africa's economic development for the dissemination of

information on the region's activities in these fields to the member States;

-** Urges all member States to apply the Standardized Specifications

for Africa (SSA) as endorsed by the sixth United Nations Regional Cartographic

Conference for Africa and to ensure that topographical maps series at the

scale of 1:50,000 published for their territories after 1988 conform to the

SSA specification.
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15 (VIII). MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME

OF ACTION FOR AFRICAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT 1986-

1990 y AND AFRICA'S PRIORITY PROGRAMME FOR ECONOMIC

RECOVERY ,1986-1990, 2/1/

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986 on the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD) in which, inter alia, all, Governments

are urged to take effective action for the rapid and full implementation

of the Programme and the United Nations Secretary-General was requested

to monitor the implementation process.

Recalling also its rasolution ES-2/4 of 15 October 1986 on tha raviaw

and assessment of the special session of the United Nations General

Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa, operative paragraph

11 of which requested the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission

for Africa to submit periodic reports to the Conference of Ministers

on the status of and progress in the implementation of UN-PAAERD and

Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990 (APPER).

Noting with appreciation that a majority of member States have completed

the ECA 1986 questionnaire on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

Having considered with satisfaction the results of ECA's preliminary

survey on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

Noting w_ith satisfaction that appreciable progress has been made by

member States in the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER,

1/ A/S-13/2 annex.

2/ A/40/66C.

3/ Morocco had reservation on this resolution.
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Convinced of the need to update the information contained in the 1986

Survey on a yearly basis, including additional information on the impact

of the various policy measures and reforms that have been adopted, and

also of the need for member States to improve the flow of information,

quantitatively as well as qualitatively, for monitoring their

implementation of the UN-PAAERD and APPER,

!• Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of ECA and

his staff for the commendable effort in preparing a preliminary survey

on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER?

2. Strongly urges member States that have not completed the 1986

questionnaire to do so as soon as possible, in any case not" later -than

15 May 1987, to enable the revised survey to serve as one of the inputs

for the draft 1987 report of the United Nations Secretary-General to

the forty-second session of the General Assembly on the implementation

of the UN-PAAERD, as called for in resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986;

3 • Invites member States to create and/or strengthen the mechanisms

for the collection, processing, analysis and dissemination of all

information required for the monitoring of UN-PAAERD and APPER,°

4* Urges member States to complete the questionnaire to be sent out

by ECA in 1987 and subsequent years on the implementation of UN-PAAERD

and APPER by the stated deadlines?

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission

for Africa to assist member States to improve the flow of information

for monitoring their development plans?
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6- Requests the Executive Secretary of BCA to prepare a more

comprehensive report on the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER in

1987 and submit it to the twenty-third session of the Commission and

fourteenth meeting of the Conference; of Ministers;

7O Requests further the Administrator of UNDP to provide resources

to ECA Secretariat to strengthen the secretariat's capacity to monitor

the implementation of UN-PAAERD and APPER at the national, subregional

and regional levels.
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16 (VIII). UNITED NATIONS TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS DECADE IN AFRICA!/

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution 291 (XIII) of 29 February 1977, Economic and Social

Council resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General Assembly resolution

32/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiming the United Nations Transport and

Communications Decade in Africa,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1986/62 of 22 July

1986 on the. United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa

which, inter alia, endorsed the resolutions adopted by the Conference of

African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning at its fifth

meeting held on 11 March 1986 at Harare, Zimbabwe,

Referring to its resolution 56.3 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 by which the Secretary-

General was requested to provide the Economic Commission for Africa with

resources to enable it to organize co-financing meetings and carry out

indepth evaluation of the Transport and Communications Decade programme,

an

Referring also to the report l! of the Secretary-General of the United

Nations on the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa submitted to

the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1986 and

to the General Assembly aL its forty-first session,

1/ Morocco had reservation on chis resolution

2/ Symbol of report shall only be available after report is printed at

Headquarters.
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nQt=e of the progress report If on the implementation of the second

phase Decade programme, the report .V of the fifth meeting of the Conference

of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning referring

to the report U of the firsc combined meeting of the Trans-African Highway

Authorities and especially its resolution requesting the reactivation of

the Trans-African Highway Bureau of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Appreciating the efforts made by the Executive Secretary in mobilizing

resources and securing international assistance for implementing the second

phase Decade programme,

Aware of the financial burden on African countries in maintaining individual

Bureaux and particularly for many countries belonging to more than one Bureau

and therefore subject to multiple contributions,

Convinced that a single Bureau would adequately serve the needs of African

countries in intensifying and consolidating the efforts already made towards

the rapid development of the Trans-African Highway network at a very low

cost compared with individual Bureau for each Trans-African Highway Authority,

!• Rfcaffirms its resolution 563 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 on the United Nations

Transport and Communications Decade in Africa;

2' ■ N-PAPJS with sat is fact ion the actions taken by the Executive Secretary

in response to its resolution 563 (XXI) of 19 April 1986 and Economic and

Social Council resolution 1936/62 of 20 July 19G6;

3" Welcomes the role played by tho Inter-Agency Co-ordinating Committee,

for the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, under

the Economic Commission for Africa as "lead agency", in co-ordinating the

activities towards tht attainment of the Decade objectives;

3/ E/ECA/CM.13/23.

4/ E/ECA/CM.12/43.

5/ E/ECA/TRANS/42.
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4. Appreciates the continued financial support which the General Assembly

has provided for the activities of the Decade;

5. Expr_e_sses its appreciation to the Administrator of the United Nations

Development Programme for his steadfast: support cf the Decade through the

financing of the Decade Co-ordination Unit and other Decade activities and

requests him to continue this support through the termination and

post-evaluation of the programmej

6* Thanks donor countries and financing institutions for the financial

and technical assistance they have provided for the implementation of the

Decade programme, and urges them to continue and intensify their support

for the Decade programme to its successful termination in 1988;

7* R_egu_g_sts tne Executive Secretary to urgently reactivate the Trans-African

Highway Bureau in ECA and to provide it with the necessary office space,

basic equipment and technical support for its smooth and efficient functioning;

®* .Requests also UNDP to provide financial assistance during its Fourth

Programming Cycle for the establishment and operation of the Bureau;

9. Requests further the Executive Secretary to intensify his efforts in

the implementation of the Decade programme as i* com^s to an end in 1988,

to ensure the implementation of the activities referred to above, and to

submit a report on the progress in the implementation of the second phase

Decade programme and tht implementation of this resolution to the fourteenth

meeting of this Conference.
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17 (VIII) DATA NEEDS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ASSESSMENT OF SOCIAL IMPACT

OF STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENT PROGRAMMES IN AFRICA

The Conference of .Mini atare,

Noting the efforts of a growing number of African countries to bring

about structural adjustment of their economies through a variety of policy

measures, development programmes, and institutional programmes,

Considering that the above-mentioned activities have significant social

implications, both short and long term, particularly in terms of their impact

on the income levels and living conditions of different sections of the

population, especially the poor,

Convinced that in order to monitor and assess the social impact of

structural adjustment and to design and implement complementary programmes

aimed at alleviating poverty, it is necessary to generate a continuing flow

of integrated demographic and socio-economic data which will enable a

comprehensive study of the living conditions of different sections of the

population and the changes over tim* in those conditions,

Recalling that the, African Housohold Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP)

is designed to help member States , to obtain, through a.systematic programme

of household surveys and in conjunction with data from censuses and

administrative records, integrated statistical data required for formulating,

implementing and monitoring development plans, policies and administration

as well as building national household survey capabilities,

Kloting that a number of African countries are participating in AHSCP

and have already generated a wide range of demographic and socio-economic

data and that many more countries intend to participate in AHSCP,

Recalling its resolution 430 (XVII) of April 19C2 on tht African Household

Survey Capability Programme which emphasized the importance of AHSCP and

the need to give it high priority by number States as means of improving

their statistical data base.,
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Taking note of the World Bank proposal on the assessment of the social

dimensions of structural adjustment, using a detailed household surveys

programme entitled "Living Standards Measurement Study" (LSMS),

Convinced of the necessity of ensuring a proper co-ordination in

the household surveys programme undertaken in the African region in order

to avoid duplication of efforts and to promote an optimal use of the scarce

resources available,

*■* Calls upon member States to take maximum advantage of AHSCP

as mesns of meeting their data needs for assessing the social implications

of structural adjustment programmes and vhere necessary strengthen AHSCP

activities for this purpose, especially by expediting, processing and analysing

the survey results;

2. iLlB^_s_ tne international agencies to make use of AHSCP framework

as a tool for developing thr; information systems in African countries for

the purpose of monitoring and evaluation of their development activities;

Executive Secretary} in collaboration with the

heads of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Bank

and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) to convene, as soon as

possible, a regional meeting of African experts to discuss an overall plan,

including AHSCP, for meeting the emerging data needs of the African countries

in the context of the assessment of the social dimensions of structural

adjustment.
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18 (VIII). SUPPORT TO THE AFRICAN REGIONAL RIVER AND LAKE BASIN ORGANISATIONS

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling its resolution ES-2/1 of 16 October 1986 which requests the

Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and the Executive

Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to continue their close co

operation in all activities concerning the preparation, formulation and

implementation of the Fourth Regional Programming Cycle for Africa,

Recalling further its resolution ES-2/7 of 16 October 19G6 which requests

the United Nations Development Programme to give technical and financial

assistance to African regional and subregional economic integration and to

give priority to projects and programmes submitted by the latter insofar as

they reflect the priority needs of the member States, in accordance with the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development, 19P6-199QIA and Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery.,

1986-19901/'

Considering the fact that the regional river and lake basin organizations

are suitable vehicles for promoting and accelerating economic integration

in their various subregions,

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of the report on river

basin development in Africa^/

2. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme

to consider further assistance to the existing river and lake basin

organizations during the Fourth Programming Cycle and to consider extending

1/ A/S-ll/2 annex

2/ A/40/666

3/ E/ECA/CM.13/14.
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such assistance to the creation of new viable regional river and lake basin

organizations to further the process of economic integration in Africa;

3. Further requests the Administrator of the United Nations Development

Programme to provide to the Economic Commission for Africa the necessary

financial resources to enable it to assist in?

i) the strengthening of existing and creation of new viable river/lake

basin organizations;

ii) the development of programmes and in the monitoring of the

implementation of the activities of the organizations.

4. Urges member States within these river/lake basins to support such

organizations both financially and materially in order to ensure their success

and effectiveness with regard to their efficient implementation of programmes

and their other functions as centres for the planning, development and co

ordination of multi-sectoral activities in the subregions.
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19 (VIII). REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE SUBMITTED BY THE NIGER ON THE ORGANIZATION

OF A SEMItfAR ON GRASSROOTS DEVELOPMENT

The Conference of Ministers.

Considering that economic and social progress in African States depends

on endogenous and self-sustained development.

Convinced that there can be no endogenous and self-sustained development

without the participation of the population.

Convinced also that access to basic grassroots development is becoming

increasingly difficult* or compromised due to the current crisis affecting

the economy of African countries in general ond that of the least developed

countries in particular-

Conscious of the role that basic communities play and continue to play

in the field of agriculture and food production with a view to reducing the

effects of this crisis?

1. Expresses satisfaction at the interest and priority 'chat African

countries show and give to the rural community due to its crucial importance

regarding the inplementation of Africa's P'iority Programme for Economic

Recovery, 1986-l?90, and the achievement of the objectives of the Lagos Plan

of Action and the Final Act of Lagos;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close collaboration with the

OAU Secretary-General,. to encourage African countries to send competent

representatives to the forthcoming seninar on grassroots development scheduled

to take place from 8 to 13 June 19.J7 ;.n Niamey, Republic of the Niger;

3° Further requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to provide financial

and technical assistance to the organizing committee in order to make it

possible for it to organize this seminar.
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20 (VIII). CULTURE ANT) DEVELOPMENT

The Conference, of Ministers,

Stressing the importance of culture in development.

Recalling the conclusions of various African and international meetings

on thG cultural aspects of development.

Reaffirming the terms of the declaration on the cultural aspacts of the

Lagos Plan of Action,

Convinced that culture should be promoted as one of the key aspects of

development.

Confident that it is necessary and urgent to include social and cultural

factors in development strategies and plans,

Eouallv confident that the standard of living and social development of

people could be imoroved among other things by developing their creativity

and participation in the various aspects of development.

Having
heard the reoort presented by the OAU General Secretariat on culture

and development,

1. welcomes both the establishment in April 1936 in Port Louis (Mauritius)

of the Conference of African Ministers of Culture and the Conference's objectives

as well as the offer of the Government of Burkina Faso to host the second meeting

of the Conference in 1938j

2. Further welcomes the proclamation by the General Assembly of the United

Nations of a World Cultural Development Decade (1988-1997) under the auspices

of the United Nations and UNESCO;
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3# Invites member Statess

(a) to reflect the needs,, potential ant1 social and cultural status of

the people concerned whan designing and implementing development programmes

and projects?

(b) to take appropriate steps to provide information and publicity on

the role of culture in development;

(c) to adapt the process of development to positive socio-cultural elements

and to safeguard fundamental cultural values that promota equity and social

justice ?

(d) to encourage cultural exchanges and co-operation among themselves?

4- Requests the Executive Secretary in collaboration with the Secretary-

General of OAU and the Director-General of UNESCO to formulate specific

activities focusing on the role of culture in development.
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21 (VIII). THE UNITED NATIONS AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRIME

AND THE TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS (IINAFRT )

The Conference cf Ministers,

Recalling, the numerous resolutions since 1975, adopted by the United

Nations General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, calling upon

che United Nations Secretary-General to establish an African Institute for

the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, and requesting the

United Nations Development Programme to provide the necessary financial

resources to assist rhe Institue in effectively discharing its duties to member

States,

Recalling further Resolution 392 (XV) of April 1980, which requested

the Executive Secretary of ECA, in consultation with the relevant international

and regional organizations, to take the appropriate stops to establish a United

Nations Regional Institute for the prevention of crime and the treatment of

offenders in the region?

Also recalling resolution 4 adopted by the Seventh United Nations Congress

on Crime Prevention and the Treatment of Offenders, which urgently requested

the Secretary-General of the United Nations to consider the establishment

of an African Regional Tnst.it.utf for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment

of Offenders as a matter of highest priority;

Concerned about the escalation of crime, violence, and juvenile delinquency

in African countries, and particularly the new dimensions of criminality which

threaten to nullify developmental efforts and economic and social gains hard-

won by African countries;

1. Takes note of the efforts made by the United Nations Secretary-General

and the ECA Executive Secretary, which, in December 19GG, culminated in the

establishment of the United Nations African Institute for the prevention of

Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in Africa, which is temporarily located

in the ECA Secretariat, and the launching cf its initial phase of operation;
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£x£resses its profound gratitude tc the United

> for financing the preparatory

Institute, and appeals tc the UNDP and other

to continue providing the

during its first five years of

as regards the other similar

world;

Qe ^

3. temrjs the importance and the role the Institute is call6d upon
play in assisting raember states in ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^

d thGir imP3CtS °" """""I ^velopment, in the foliation ot policies
ana programmes for the prevention of crime Md the ^^^^ ^ ^

in the promotion of criminal justice reforms ±n tha ^^ ^ ^ t

ana ln encouraging technical co-operation araong African countries in the field
of crame prevention and criminal justice;

. Urscntl^calls upon governments of raamber states interested in
host facility for the Institut£ tQ indicate

to enable the Institute to move to its permanent site;

5. Appeals to govern^ns of member states to contribute financially
to the institute in crdcr to Gnable ^ ^ ^^ out ^^^ p^^ ^ actlvlties,

and to co-operate fully ln proraoting itE objectivos.

6. Reauests the ECA secretari.t to fully collaborate with the
Organ1Sation of African Unity ana «„„ United NationE agenciQs ln ^

the ob3ect,veS of the Xnstitute an, ln the mobili2ation of tho necessary

Zli; S° ^ mb S

to government,, non-govorn.ent.1 and international

; thS r^iO"' - ~-op.,.to '-"y »ith the Xnstitute and
ov.de technical ana financia! support to its activities to enable it to
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effectively achieve its objectives, in the spirit of international co-operation,

in accordance with the Milan Plan of Action and the Guiding Principles for

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice in the Context of Development and the

New International Economic Order.

®m Requests the Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic

Commission for Africa to submit a report to the Conference of Ministers, at

its fourteenth meeting on the implementation of this resolution.
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22 (VIII). DEVELOPMENT OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The Conference, of. Ministers./

Having noted the UNTACDA progress report!/ on the second phase programme

as well as the complementary oral report on the African Telecommunications

Development Conference held in Tunis, in January 1987,U

Recalling, resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.86/64 of the Conference of African

Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning on telecommunications

for socio-economic development which invited the PANAFTEL Co-ordinating

Committee to convene the conference of African telecommunications

administrations to follow up, inter alia, the work of the World

Telecommunications Development Conference and adapt recommendations to meet

priority needs of the region.

Recalling als_o resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.86/65 of the Conference of

African Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning on the Regional

African Satellite Communications Systems (RASCOM) which, inter alia, called

on member States to continue to give high priority to the study project in

order to realize the goals and objectives of the African community in accordance

with the Lagos Plan of Action,

Aware that telecommunications including broadcasting play an essential

role in commerce, cultural and the economic activities and in many public

and social services and hence telecommunications should be regarded as a

complement to other investments and an essential component in the development

process,

Noting that in spite of the achievements made in the implementation of

PANAFTEL Network,' the Network is grossly under-utilized due to, inter alia,

lack of operational agreements on tariffs and transit arrangements and poor

maintenance on parts of the network.

1/ E/ECA/CM.13/23.

2/ Morocco had reservation on the first paragraph of the preamble.
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1» Urges the African countries to expedite action tos

(a) Set up local manufacture of telecommunication equipment as appropriate

on a collective basis at subregional or regional levels?

(b) Formulate common specifications aimed at evolving combined procurement

on subregional or regional basis in order to derive economies of scale and

logistic support for ease of operations and mainentance,

(c) Formulate agreements on tariffs and transit arrangements and implement

themon PANAFTEL Network with a view to promote transit traffic within Africa;

(d) Formulate effective national maintenance plans to obviate the

unreliability of the PANAFTEL Network due to poor maintenance;

2. Commends the PANAFTEL Co-ordinating Committee for convening a

successful Conference on African Telecommunications Development which made

important wide-ranging recommendations for development of telecommunications

up to the year 2000?

3o Requests the PANAFTEL Co-ordinating Committee to institute necessary

active follow-up mechanism on both the recommendations of the World

Telecommunications Development Conference and the African Telecommunications

Development Conference, Tunis, from 12 to 16 January 1987;

^' Calls upon Governments of member countries of ECA to urgently set

up multidisciplinary sectoral national co-ordination committees for the Regional

African Satellite Communications System (RASCOM) feasibility study project;

5. Calls upon also the member countries of ECA to formulate national

communication policies properly integrated within the national development

objectives; .



22 (VIII)

Page 3

6. Expresses its appreciation to UNDP, ECA, ADB, UN and international

agencies, development and donor agencies for the assistance they have provided

for development of telecommunications including broadcasting in the region,

and urges them to intensify their assistance for accelerated implementation

of telecommunications, including broadcasting in Africa;

7- Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA as the Co-ordinator for

UNTACDA to co-ordinate, in consultation with the Secretary-General of the

International Telecommunication Union, the activities arising from the

recommendations of the African Telecommunications Development Conference,

Tunis, January 1987, and report to the ECA Conference of Ministers as well

as the Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning.
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23. (VIII) ACCELERATION OF SUBREGTONAL ECONOMIC, INTEGRATION IN AFRICA AND

THE NEW ROLE OF THE....MULTINATIONAL PRpGRAMMIKG AND OPERATIONAL CENTRES

jMULPOCs)

The Conference of Ministers.

Recalling its resolution 296 (XIII) of March 1977 on economic

co-operation, and 311 (XIII) also of March 1977 on the establishment of the

MULPOCs,

Recalling also resolution 566 (XXI) of April 1986 on the role of the

MULPOCs in promoting subregional economic co-operation,

: Noting, that ten years after their creation, the MULPOCs have creditably

executed their mandate,

Awar£ that while some progress has been made in the economic integration

of the sub regions there is a need for the re-evaluation of the subregional

integration strategy with a view to correcting inrrdequaciec in the

co-ordination of the; activities of economic integration groupings,

°f accelerating subregional economic integration which is one

of the means whereby the economic development of African countries can be

speeded up,

Anxious to establish an economic integration grouping in North Africa

so as to complete the coverage of the entire continent,

Noting that the market integration approach adopted with regard to

insufficiently developed African subregions cannot generate economic

integration and that, at this juncture, the need is to adopt an approach

which accords priority to the building of subregional infrastructures and

subregioual production capacities with a view to effecting the fundamental

structural changes of which African economies stand in need,
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market lntegration shoul, he Dynchronized

with the strengthening of subregional infrastructures and the establishment

of subr,gio^i production capacities and thac for uhis reason, the removal

of customs barriers should take into account the effect which such removal

wemia h«,« on the cr.cnon.ies of States members of economic integration groupings

since common eternal tariffs can be established only within an economic

space over which product!-.-:! centre, are equitably distributed,

Noting that the presence of the MULPOCs in the subregions should continue

to help in i»provln8 the co-ordination of integration activities conducted

within the economy communities a3 well as the river and lake basin development
organizations,

Desirous also of improving the performance of the MULPOCs in the

imputation of their work progress and of harmonizing the periodicity
of their meeting, with the programming cycle of the ECA secretariat,

Welching the fruitful collaboration between ECA and UNDP which resulted
in the fielding of a mi9B±on to M,Ut Afr. ^ ir%tftgrrt1m ,roupingg -n fche

preparation of ch«ir fourth cycle project documents,

^ ^cr^eriat of the Economic Commission for Africa and

the united Nation. Development Programme in their effort to adopt an economic

integration aPP^ >,hich gives priority to structural transformation in
Africa ' a subregion.r |

2- LZ£2=:i£<L ^CP, within its Fourth Cycle Regional Programme, to approve

economic integration projects that further th. new integration .tretegy,

3- £2««i£Si ^e provisions of operative paragraph 2 of resolution
566 (XX!) in which the MULPOCs were called upon to increase their assistance

to the intergovernmental organizations in the implementation of economic

integrate project, and the co-ordination of the activities of various

economic integration 3rouPings with a view to avoiding duplication and smoothly

instituting the process of Wcegional economic integration:
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4. Requests the MULPOCs to bring all available subregional expertise

to bear on the effective implementation of subregional economic integration

programmes;

5- Requests also bcth the ECA secretariat and the UNDP to strengthen

the MULPOCs in the respective subregions with a view to making them economic

integration project executing agencies that can bring the expertise of ECA's

substantive divisions and the United Nations specialized agencies to bear

on the implementation of the; aforementioned project activities and attract

the necessary funds for the effective implementation of the prt-investment

studies which the process requires;

6. J^L^JL* in tne two-fold concern for economy and efficiencys that

the MULPOC policy organs should henceforth hold their meetings every other

year beginning from 1989 so as to bring their programming cycle in line with

that of the ECA secretariat. In between biennial meetings, a follow-up

comrcittee of officials would meet to evaluate interim reports on the

implementation of work programmes\±l

/. Expresses its appreciation to those member States that have constantly

supported the MULPOCs and invite all member States to increase their financial

and technical assistance by placing at the disposal of the MULPOCs consultants

to carry out specific tasks and thereby helping the MULPOCs to play fully

their role as catalysts for subregional economic integration;

8* Notes, with satisfaction the commitment of member States of the North

African MULPOC to the establishment of a preferential trade area in their

subregion and requests both ECA and UNDP to dc tbeir utmost in order to ensure

that the studies needed for the establishment of such a preferential trade

area are made available to member States of the North African MULPOC within

a reasonable period cf time.

1/ The North African MULPOC will take the relevant decision in 1988.
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24 (VIII). AFRICAN INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING (IDEP)

The Conference^ of. iMinisters,

Recalling its resolution 93 (VI) of February 1964 which established

the United Nations African Institute for Economic Development and Planning

as a subsidiary body of the Economic Commission for Africa with the paramount

goal of promoting and safeguarding the economic independence of the African

countries.

Recalling also its resolution 537 (XX) of April 1985 and ECOSOC resolution

1985/62 which among other things requested regular posts for IDEP and

resolution 574 (XXI) of April 1986 on the future development and the financing

of IDEP,

Appreciative of the joint efforts made by UNDP, ECA and the African

Governments to undertake an evaluation of UNDP assistance to the African

Institute for Economic Planning and Development,

Noting t with ^satisfaction the conclusions and recommendations of the

mission highlighting IDEP's specific role in the development of human resources

and capacities required for the socio-economic development of the continent

and in particular its potential role in the implementation of UN-PAARED,

1- Endorses the mission's recommendations as approved by the Governing

Council of IDEP regarding the restructuring of the Institute with a view

to (a) achieving balanced growth and development of its four main activities

- training, research, conferences, advisory services? (b) re-orienting its

current pattern of resource allocation in such a way as to gradually phasing

out UNDP's support for management and training staff to be taken over by

contributions of Governments; and (c) simultaneously chanelling of UNDP's

anticipated contribution to IDEP towads operational activities and in

particular to research and advisory services;
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2» Expresses its appreciation to the UNDP for having provided vital

assistance to IDEP since its inception and for indicating its positive reaction

to the recoinmendations of the Evaluation Mission;

3» Appeals to all member States to recognize that the continued existence

and success to IDEP, endorsed by all parties concerned, implies a new

commitment to their responsibility to IDEP which calls first and foremost

for ths regular and prompt payment of their contribution;

4. Calls upon all member States therefore to make every effort to pay

regularly and promptly their annual assessed contributions and requests those

countries which are still in arrears to endeavour to pay these by installment

until they are cleared completely in line with ECA resolution 574 (XXI) and

further appeals to the host Government to continue its efforts to fully

implement its obligations in the spirit of its Agreement with the Commission;

5« Requests the Governing Council of IDEP to closely monitor the

implementation of the recommendations and in particular those requiring action

on the part of IDEP in its annual reviews of the activities of the Institute

and to ensure that the new Medium-term Plan of IDEP is approved as soon as

possible and is in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission;

6. Requests also the Governing Council of IDEP to ensure that its new

Medium-term Plan is in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission

subject to any relevant modifications to be made by the Advisory Board of

Studies to take appropriate steps to implement cost savings measures

recommended by the Evaluation Mission;

7. Further requests the Governing Council to take all measures to ensure

that the Advisory Board of Studies is duly constituted and becomes operational

without further delay.

^" Rejq.uests^ UNDP to continue to provide the necessary assistance over

the next five years in line with the recommendations of the Evaluation Mission

with particular focus on the establishment of a viable income-generating

consultancy service;
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9. Calls upon UNDP, in view of the fact that the funding of fellowships

for training from national IPFs has not been working effectively since its

introduction, to seriously consider making provision for fellowships under

its future assistance to IDEP for selective/incentive training for activities

in the field of economic co-operation and integration?

10. Further calls on UNDP to ensure the effective monitoring of its

future assistance r.t the country level through the respective UNDP field

offices and in this respect also promote greater co-operation between the

UNDP Regional Bureau for Africa and UNDP Regional Bureau for Arab States;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure the appropriate follow-

up of the recommendations with the UNDP and submit an official request embodied

in a project document covering the period of UNDP's Fourth Regional Programme

for Africa;

12. Further requests the Executive Secretary to take appropriate steps

to implement those recommendations which call for joint implementation by

the United Nations and ECA. In this connection, steps should be taken to:

(a) Transfer to IDSP the posts of ECA's staff members currently on

assignment to IDEP;

(b) Ensure that appropriate action is taken to present ECOSOC resolution

1985/62 to the United Nations General Assembly for the provision of regular

posts to IDEP;

(c) Follow-up on possible arrangements in the spirit of TCDC to second

or assign staff from IDEP's sister institutions in Latin America and Asia

to IDEP.
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25 (VIII). SUSTAINING AFRICA'S-: INITIATIVE AND INTERNATIONAL SUPPpRT FOR

ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT, INCLUDING THE DEEPENING

OF UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHALLENGE FOR LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT, , :

The Conference^ at Ministers,

Recalling General Assembly resolution S-13/2 on the United Nations

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990

(UN-PAAERD) adopted at the thirteenth special session of the General Assembly,

Recalling also its resolution ES-2/4 adopted at the second extraordinary

session of the Commission on the Review and Assessment of,the, Special Session

of the United Nations General Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation

in Africa,

Aware of the need to take full advantage of the opportunities offered

by tht: UN-PAAERD so as to ensure that a truly sound foundation is laid for

recovery and development in Africa as well as the neeC to assess the real

prospects for such recovery and development.

Also aware of the need to sustain the momentum generated by the special

session for the? implementation of the Programme,

Conscious of the important role that grass-root and community development

play in the development process in Africa,

Also conscious of the need to deepen the understanding of African

Governments and the international community on the continent's long-term

development challenge,

Taking note with appreciation of the initiatives of the Executive Secretary

of ECA, the United Nations Steering Committee and the United Nations Inter-

Agency Task Force on the Follow-up on the UN-PAAERD at the regional level

to organise two international conferences on -t-he UN-PAAERD in 1937, one in
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Abuja, Nigeria on "Africa; The Challenge of Economic Recovery and Accelerated

Development" in collaboration with the OAU and ADB and the other in Libreville,

Gabon on "The Human Dimension of Africa's Economic Recovery and Development"

in co-operation with the agencies of the United Nations system.

Also noting with appreciation the willingness of the Governments of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of Gabon to host the two

conferences,

Appreciative of the generous financial assistance given to the Abuja

and Libreville conferences by the United Nations Development Programme and

by other governments and donors, particularly the Governments of Canada and

Sweden and the Ford Foundation,

Further noting that the Government of the Republic of the Niger intends

to organize a symposium on grass-root development,

1. Weicomes> the effort to maintain the momentum generated by the special

session and to promote a deepening of the knowledge and understanding of the

challenges of long-term development in Africa;

2- Supports the proposed Abuja and Libreville Conferences?

3. Expresses^ its gratitude to the Government of the Federal Republic

of Nigeria and the Government of the Republic of Gabon for having graciously

consented to host both conferences;

4. Commends the Government of the Republic of the Niger for its

initiative to organize Niamey Symposium on Grassroot Development;

S* Urges member States to support and actively participate in the

proposed Abuja and Libreville conferences and the Niamey Symposium;

6. Expresses, it gratitude to the United Nations Development Programme

and to other governments and donors particularly Canada, Sweden and the Ford

Foundation, who provided generous financial support for the Abuja and Libreville

conferences;
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7" Cal|]Lisi. on the international community and the United Nations system

to substantially support and participate in the two conferences?

£>• Expresses its appreciation to the Executive Secretary of ECA, the

United Nations Steering Committee and the United Nations Inter-Agency Task

Force for organising the two conferences;

9- Reguesjbs the Executive Secretary of ECA to submit the reports of

Abuja and Libreville conferences and the Niamey symposium to the fourteenth

meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers.
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26 (VIIIIJ STRENGTHENING THE ROLE OF AFRICA'S INSTITUTIONS OP HIGHER LEARNING

IN AFRICA'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND DEVELOPMENT

The Conference of Ministers.,

Recalling its resolution 546 (XX) adopted in support of the Mbabane Programme

of Action on the Response of the African Institutions of Higher Learning to

Africans Rapidly Deteriorating Economic and Social Conditions,

Conscious of the fundamental role the institutions of higher learning play

in providing support to Africa's development efforts, central role the

institutions of higher learning play in providing support to Africa's development

efforts,

Appreciating the renewed commitment which the institutions of higher learning

made to put at the disposal of African Governments their teaching, research

and consultancy capabilities for the speedy implementation of Africa's Priority

Programme for Economic Recovery 1986-1990 UPPER) and the United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD)

as contained in the Harare Statement on the Role of the Institutions, of Higher

Learning in Africa's Recovery and Development,

1. urges, the African institutions of higher learning to urgently and

effectively implement the decisions and recommendations of the Harare Statement

and the report of the Third ECA/A7*U Conference of Vice-chancellors, Presidents

and Rectors of the Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa;

2. Calls upon all African Governments to provide greater financial support

to the African institutions of higher learning so as to enhance their capacities

to provide a higher quality of manpower, research and consultancy services for

Africa's recovery and development;

U E/ECA/CM.13/48.
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3- Calls also upon on member States to provide special incentives to

minimize the increase of the brain drain from African institutions of higher

learning.

4* Urges African Governments to intensify their efforts to create for

their institutions of higher learning an environment that would be more conducive

to the pursuit cf development-oriented manpower training and research as well

as involving their institutions in the solution of national development problems?

5" Requests the United Nations, its specialized agencies and the

international community at large to increase their assistance to higher education

in Africa so as to enable the institutions of higher learning to become more

effective and make more relevant contributions to Africa's development efforts;

6- Requests also the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue to provide

support to the institutions of higher learning and to assist in the implementation

of the Harare Statement and the decisions of the, third ECA/AAU Conference of

Vice-chancellors, Presidents and Rectors of Institutions of Higher Learning

in Africa.
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,27 :<VIII).UNITED NATIONS TRUST FUND FOR AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT (UNTFAD)

The Conference, of. Ministers,

Recalling resolution 288 (XIII) of 26 February 1977 which, inter, alia _,

endorsed' the establishment of the United Nations Trust Fund for African

Development (UNTFAD) and urged member States to contribute substantial resources

required for the implementation of the Commission's Medium-term Plans and

work programmes,

Rec.alling subsequent resolution 37/139 of the General Assembly of the

United Nations dated 17 December 1982 inviting all its member States as well

as international organizations to generously contribute to the UNTFAD thereby

assisting African countries in their endeavour to face the world economic

crisis whose effects on the African vulnerable economies are more severe,

Haying examined the report on pledges and payments by member States since

1977 when UNTFAD was established and the progress on project implementation

and expenditures for the period 1985-1986,

Noting. with satisfaction that 16 African countries have paid fully their

contributions pledged to UNTFAD,

Noting, also that 23 African countries have paid part of their pledged

contributions to UNTFAD,

Noting further that the 11 African countries have never made any

contributions to the UNTAD,

Recalling Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER) and

the United Nations Programme of Action for Economic Recovery and Development

(UNPAAERD) adopted respectively by the African Heads of State and Government

and the General Assembly of the United Nations and the lead role that the

Commission is expected to play,
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Aware that resources from the regular budget of the United Nations available

to the Commission have been declining and the situation is not likely to improve

in the near future; hence the importance of extrabudgetary resources in the

implementation of the two programmes,

°f, ch* efforts made by the Executive Secretary of ECA to increasey e

the resources available to the Fund and the number of countries participating

as well as ensure the collection of pledged contributions, particularly as

non-payment has been the subject of regular audit queries,

l- 23££& African member States and financial institutions that have

not yet pledged to UNTFAD to dc so and those that have pledged to deposit

as soon as possible their unpaid contributions 5

2- the Executive Secretary of ECA to spare no effort in

mobilizing the support of non-African Member States of the United Nations

as well as international financial institutions to contribute generously to

the Fund.
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28 (VIII). PROPOSED PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES FOR THS BIENNIUM 1988-

1S89

The

Having examined the proposed activities U by the Secretary-General of

the United Nations for the Economic Commission for Africa for the biennium

1988-1989 which the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination will examine

at its twenty-seventh session in Now York from 27 April to 29 May 1987,

Convinced that Lhe proposals reflect the requirements of the United Nations

Programme of Action fcr African Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1990

(UN-PAAERD),!/ Africa's r-riorit.y Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990

(APPER) 3/ and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement

of Women, zJ

Haying, examingd n^vor the fi^t program report PJ on the implementation

of the Commission's work programme and priorities for the biennium, 1986-1987,

Alarmed at. the m-abcr cf deferrals, curtailments, terminations and

postponements du* to ™e saving, measures taken by the Secretary-General of

the United Nations in 1985 including freeze on recruitment and reduction in

travel and consultancy fund.-* and -,:hich are continuing in 1987,

Taking . noce ox tht- i-ec^nrn-v.Vation 6/ of the High-level Group of

Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Administrative ^nd Financial Functioning

of the United Nations tha. the overall im.ntaor of regular budget posts of the

1/ B/ECA/CM.13

2/ A/S-13/:: Annex.

3/ A/40/6G6.

_4/ UN DPI 86-44190 - Ivpril

5/ E/ECA/CH.13/30.

6/ A/41/49 Recommendation 1
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United Nations should be reduced by 15 per cent within a period of three years,

the approval of the recommendation by the General Assembly, and the steps
already taken by the Secretary-General to implement the recommendation!

Mindful of the need to improve the efficiency of the administrative and

financial functioning of the organi2ation with a view to strengthening its

effectiveness in dealing with political, economic and social issues,

—izinCt hOWever that Africa 1b the least developed of all the regions
of the world and that the recent economic and social crisis had further weakened

the countries of the region to cope alone with their economic development
and growth problems,

R^aUzlnq further that Ec* « the main general economic and social
development centre within the United Nations system for the African region

has a crucial role to play in assisting its member States in dealing with
these problems,

1- Endorses the work programme and priorities of the Commission for

the biennium, 1988-1989 as contained in document E/ECA/CM.13/40; ,

2- Calls upon the Committee for Programme and Co-ordinationi

(a) To consider these proposals favourably at its twenty-seventh session

and recommend, through the Economic and Social Council at its second regular

session in July 1987, their adoption by the General Assembly at its forty-

second session in September-December 1987;

(b) To take, together with all the ether organs of the United Nations

(particularly the General Assembly, its Second and Fifth Committees and the

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions), all necessary

steps to ensure that adequate resources are made available to ECA for the

implementation of this programme;
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3" Appeals to the Secretary-General of the United Nations to give special

consideration to the Economic Commission for Africa in implementing his savings

measures particularly by allowing more posts to be filled by recruitment,

and increasing the allocation for travel and consultancy services;

4. Calls upon African representatives at CPC, ECOSOC and the Special

Commission of ECOSOC on the Indepth Study of the United Nations

Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields

to pay special attention to the needs of the ECA secretariat in the light

of Africa's current economic crisis and the secretariat's role in the

implementation of both APPER and UN-PAAERD;

5. Further _calls upon all St?.tos members of the Commission to instruct

their permanent missions to the United Nations in New York and their delegations

to the forty-second session of the General Assembly to do all that lies in

their power to ensure that the case of the Commission, as the main general

economic and social development centre within the United Nations for the Africa

region and the associated need for adequate resources for it to play effectively

that role, is strongly put forward and the objective of obtaining more resources

for the Commission is actually achieved;

^* Requests the Chairman of the twenty-second session of the Commission

in collaboration with his Bureau to take this matter up directly with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations and to take all other necessary measures

in pursuance of this resolution at CPC, ECOSOC including its Special Commission

and the General Assembly?

7. Requests further the Chairman of the twenty-second session of the

Commission to report on the implementation of this resolution to the Conference

of Ministers at its next session in 1988.
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29 (VIII). DRAFT MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1990-19S5

The Cpnfgrencfc of Ministers,

Aware that a Medium-term Plan shall be proposed by the Secretary-General,

Aware also that the Medium-term Plan shall be a translation of legislative

mandates into programmes and that its objectives and strategies shall be derived

from the policy orientations and goals set by the intergovernmental organs

and shall reflect member States' priorities as set out in legislation adopted

by functional and regional intergovernmental bodies within their spheres of

competence, and by the General Assembly on advice from the Committee for

Programme and Co-ordination,

Aware further that the chapters of the proposed Medium-term Plan shall

be reviewed by the relevant sectoral, functional and regional intergovernmental

bodies, if possible during the regular cycle of their meetings prior to their

review by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the Economic and

Social Council and the General Assembly,

Noting that, the Economic Commission for Africa draft Medium-term Plan

for the period, 1990-1995 prepared by the Executive Secretary was a zero draft

that required closer examination so that member States could appropriate

comments and guidelines,

1* Decides to appoint an open-ended ad hop Committee based on the present

bureau to look into the draft plan and prepare the recommendations to be sent

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on its behalf before the end

of 1987?

2* Calls upon member States to submit their views on the draft plan

to the ad hoc Committee through the Secretariat of the Commission so as to

enable the ad hoc Committee perform its task in a timely manner;
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3* Requests the Executive Secretary to provide the ad hoc Committee

all necessary technical support?

4* .ftPPgaIs to the Secretary-General to endorse the draft Medium-term

Plan taking the recommendations of the ad hoc Committee for submission to

the Committee for programme and co-ordination?

5* Calls upon the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination to recommend,

through the Economic and Social Council, the draft Medium-term Plan to the

General Assembly for apnroval?

6. Requests the ad hoc Committee to report on its work to the Conference

of Ministers at its fourtaanth session in 195S.
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30 (VIII). IN-DEPTH STUDY OP THE UNITED NATIONS INTERGOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE

AND FUNCTIONS IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FIELDS

The Conferencg.^of, Ministers t

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 671 A(XXV) of 29 April

1958 which established the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

and determined its terms of reference,

Recalling,, alsp General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977

on restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations,

and its annex.,,, section __ iy on structures for regional and interregional co

operation in which the General Assembly formally designated the regional

comissions as the main general economic and social centres within the United

Nations system for their respective regions and instructs, them to exercise

team leadership and responsibility for co-ordination and co-operation at

the regional level; and resolution 33/202 of 29 January 1979 on restructuring

of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system in which

the General Assembly decided that the regional commission shall have the

status of executing agencies, in their own right, in respect of the categories

of projects described in and in conformity with paragraph 23 of the annex

to resolution 32/197,

Recalling., further Commission resolutions 1988 (IX) of 10 February 1969

on institutional machinery of the Commission v/hich established the Conference

of Ministers; 191 (XI) of 12 February 1969 on transitional provisions which

provided for interim arrangements until the Conference started its work and

which contains the list of items to be included in the agenda of every session

of the Commission? 311 (XIII) of 1 March 1977 on the creation of the

Multinational Programming and Operational Centres? 328 (XIII) of 3 March

1977 on restructuring of intergovernmental machinery for development and

co-operation in Africa? 330 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on restructuring of

intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa with

which it approved the present structure of the institutional machinery of

the Commission according to which there are organs dealing with overall

development issues at the ministerial level and their technical committees
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of experts, organs dealing with sectoral issues at the ministerial level

and their committees _of officials, an?, technical subsidiary bodies; and

resolution 521 (XIX) on sessions of the Commission with which it decided

to continue to meet on an annual basis subject to the practice being reviewed

at the twenty-third session of the Commission and fourteenth meeting of the

Conference of Ministers in 1988,

Further recalling resolution 40/237 of 18 December 1985 on review of

the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the United

Nations with which the General Assembly decided to establish a Group of High-

level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative

and Financial Functioning of the ' United Nations with a term of one year,

to< carry out, in full accordance with the principles and provisions of the

charter, the task of conducting a thorough review of the administrative and

financial matters of the United Nations with a view to identifying measures

for further improving the efficiency of its administrative and financial

functioning, which would contribute to strengthening its effectiveness in

dealing with Political, Economic and Social Matters; and resolution 41/231

of 19 December 1986 on review of the efficiency of the administrative and

financial functioning of the United Nations with which the Assembly, inter

alia,, decided that the recommendations as agreed upon and as contained in

the report of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review

the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United

Nations 1/ should be implemented by the Secretary-General and the relevant

organs and bodies of the United Nations in the light of the Findings of the

Fifth Committee and subject to other specific conditions,

£flfcfr.33 note of the opinion of the Fifth Committee 2/ that suitability

of the activities of the regional commissions is a matter to be determined

primarily by the member States concerned and that the regional commissions

should be consulted on any action to be taken in that regard.

1/ A/41/49

2/ A/41795 Par. 43
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the decision 3/ of the General Assembly that the Economic

and Social Council assisted as and when required by relevant organs and bodies,

in particular the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, should carry

out the careful an:! in-^ept-.h study of the int^ governmental, structure in

the economic and social fields proposed by the Group of High-level

Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Administrative and Financial

Functioning of the United Nations in its recommendation 8,

Welcoming also the decision 4/ of the Economic and Social Council to

establish a Special Commission on the in-depth study o£ the United Nations

intergovernmental structure and functions in the economic and social fields,

which will be open to the full participation of all States members of the

United Nations on an equal basis and whose proceedings will be governed in

all other respects by the relevant rules of procedure of the Council and

to^gegjiesjt 5/ all subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly in tha economic

and social sectors and all subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council

to submit to the Special Commission,, within thirty days of the conclusion

of their next session, their views and proposals on achieving the, objectives

envisaged in recommendation ts of cne Group of High-level Intergovernmental

Experts regarding their functioning and that of their subsidiary machinery,

B4. that th<? Purpose of the study is, intcr^&V^ to (a) identify

measures to rationalize and simplify the intergovernmental structure, avoid

duplication and consider consolidating and co-ordinating overlapping activities

and merging existing bodies in order to improve their work and raake the

structure more responsive to present needs? U>) develop criteria for the

establishment and duration of subsidiary bodies, including periodic reviews

of their work and mechanisms for impleraentating their decisions? (c) define

in precise terms areas of responsibilities for the various bodies, with

particular attention being given to strengthening coherence and integrity

of the structure and facilitating the formulation of a comprehensive approach

2/ A/RES/41/213 (I)l(e)

4/ Decision 1987/112 (a

5/ Ibid, (i)
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to development issues and to the necessity of putting more emphasis on regional

and subregional co-operation; <d, improving the system of reporting from

subsidiary to principal organs, thereby reducing the number of reports and

avoiding duplication of documentation.

exarained critically the existing intergovernmental machinery
i

gnmental machin

of the Commission including their agendas, calendars and programmes of work.

Conscious of the crucial role of the Commission in the region in general

particularly as the main general economic and social development centre within

the United Natins system in the region in particular.

Convinced that sufficient attention can be given to the problems of

the African Least Developed Countries within the framework of the work of

the Conference of Ministers responsible for economic development and planning.

Convinced further of the continuous relevance of a unified approach
to development analysis and planning,

*■■ SSSMiSaS. the primary role of the Commission as the main general

economic and social development centre within the United Nations system for

Africa, and as executing agency in its own right of operational projects;

2- ££2£1™L that the activities of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa are increasingly reflecting and responding positively

to the current and future needs of the Africa region.

3. Decides as follows!

level

1. INTERGOVERNMENTAL MACHINERY OF THE COMMISSION

Organizations dealing with overall development issues at

(a) Conference of

A"- planning

Given the status of the Conference as the

J-C- development

supreme organ of the Commission
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< t) Conference of Ministers of, the, Afrj^an^Jga^^Jjejrelop^^ountrigs.

and its Technical. C^5!!>iitgo_oJ__Experts

Given the increasing number of African Least Developed Countries and

the worsening trend of their situation, the Conference of Ministers and its

Technical Committee of Experts should continue to function as they were

established to do.

<c) Councils._ of_ Ministers , of the Multinational Programming and

In view of the fact that economic co-operation and integration will

continue to be the foundation of African common market anu African Economic

Community, the Councils of Ministers of the MULPOCs and their committees

of officials should, remain.

B- Organs dealing^_with^_sectoral__issues_at. the ministerial level. and_thei£

technical committees of experts

< a) Sectoral Conferences of. MijOster^s^holl^ serviced, by the secretariat

9jL the Commission

<i) Conference of African Ministers of Transport, Communications and

Planning and its technical committee of officials?

(ii) Conference of African Ministers responsible for human resources

development, planning and utilization and its technical committee

of officials?

(iii) Conference of African Ministers of Finance and its technical

committee of experts;

(iv) The African Ministers responsible for mineral development exploration

and. utilization and their technical committee of experts.
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In view of the continuing need for the specialized views and

recommendations of the Sectoral Conference of Ministers in whose work the

Organization of African Unity is increasingly participating, all the Sectoral

Conference of Ministers in this category should continue to function.

<h> Sects?.?.! _ .Conferences -.^^J^J^S^^
with

(i) Conference of African Ministers of Social Affairs an* its technical

committee of officials (with organization of African Unity (OAU);

(ii) Conference of African Ministers of industry and its technical

committee of officials (with United Nations Industrial Development

Organization (UNIDO and OAU)? and

(iii) Conference of African Ministers of Trade ar1 its technical committee

of officials [with OAU and active support of United Nations

Conference on Trade anJ Development (UNCTADV].

In view of the continuing need for the specialized views and

recommendations of this category of Sactoral Conferences'-of .Ministers, they

should continue tc function. The method of sharing costs shoul =! continue.

c- .^ghpical subsidiary bodies

(a) Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographerst

it) African Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the integration of

women in development;

(c) Intergovernmental Committee for Science and Technology Development?

(d) Intergovernmental Regional Committee for Human Settlements and

Environment ? and
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{e) Technical Committee of Pan-African Development Information System

(PADIS).

These bodies report directly tc the Conference of Ministers responsible

for economic development and planning through the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole and their services will continue to be invaluable

to its work. Therefore they shoule continue to function.

II. METHODS OF WORK INCLUDING PSrt'lDICITY OP MEETINGS AND AGENDA OF

THE INSTITUTIONAL MZ--CHINEI:Y OF THE COMMISSION

(a) The Conference of Ministers. r3_sponsiplej for economic development

and_ planning;

Given the continuing economic crisis in Africa and the necessity to

monitor it continuously, the role which the Conference plays in the activities

of the Organization of African Unity's related to economic matters, of the

Economic and Social Council an-.', the General Assembly of the United Nations

all of which meet annually, the Commission should continue to meet annually

subject to the practice being rcvi'ewec' in 1992.

(b) The ..Councils., .of _.Ministers of tho MULPOCs

To approve the decision of some of the Councils of the MULPOCs to meet

henceforth on a biennial basis and recommends that the Councils of the

remaining MULPOCs should examined tho issue at their next meetings and decide

to meet henceforth on a biennial 'asis. The work of the MULPOCs should be

supervised in intersessional years by small committees of their member States.

The lengths of the documents to : e submitted to them and of those of their

own reports should conform to the scan-lards set by the United Nations. Both

at official and ministerial levels the meetings of the MULPOCs should not

take more than six days.
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(c) Sectoral. Conferences of Minister^ _(bo_t_hri those serviced wholly by

the., secretariat of the Commission JrP-'r. ^PP% .s9.?Yi-9e?- in co-operation

with other organizations)

The meetings of the Sectoral Conferences should continue to be held

on a biennial basis. The agenda should be short and well-focused. The lengths

of c?ocuments to be submitted to them and of those of their own reports, should

conform to the standards set by the United Nations. Both at the official

and. ministerial levels, these sectoral meetings should not take more than

six days£/.

(d) Technical^ subsidiary bodies.

The technical subsidiary bodies should continue to meet on a biennial

basis. The duration of their meetings should be short and business-like.

The lengths of documents to be submitted to them and of those of thair own

reports should conform to the standards set by the United Nations.

^* Appeals to the Special Commission to consider these decisions

favourably for incorporation into its recommendations;

5" fie.que.sta the Executive Secretary to transmit this resolutions to

the Special Commission net later than 27 May 1937.

6/ The MULPOC for North Africa has yet to take decision on this matter.
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31 (VIII)-MOBILIZATION OF DOMESTIC FINANCIAL RESOURCES FOR ECONOMIC AND

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Conference of Ministers,

Recalling the commitments made by Che African Governments at the United

Nations Special Session of the Critical Economic Situation facing Africa

demanding that African Governments raise 64.4 per cent of the $128.0 billion

or $82.5 billion of the resources required for the implementation of the

United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development (UN-PAAERD),

Taking note of Part II of the ECA/ADB Economic Report on Africa, 1987,

X, Urges, the African Governments to intensify their efforts to increase

domestic resource mobilization through both private and public savings and

to adopt the necessary fiscal and monetary reforms that creates a healthy

environment for achieving this objective;

2. Recommends that these reforms in the fiscal and monetary systems

lead to an acceleration of financial intermediation, tapping of rural savings,

penetrating the informal financial sectors, modernizing post office savings

banks, strengthening the insurance industry, improving the social security

systems, and any other measures deemed appropriate by each State in line

with its domestic legislation;

3- Requests EGA and ABB to carry cut in-depth studies on appropriate

instruments and polices for accelerating the mobilization of domestic

resources for accelerated development and economic growth and submit the

report on such studies to the ninth meeting of the Technical Preparatory

Committee of the Whole, and the twenty-third session of the

Commission/fourteenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers in 1988.
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32 (VIII). SUPPORT TO THE ISLAND COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN

IN THEIR EFFORTS TO FORECAST CYCLONES AND TO REDUCE THE ADVERSE

EFFECTS OF SUCH DISASTERS

The Conference of, Ministers,

Considering the disastrous consequences of cyclones, floods and tidal

waves on the economies of the island countries of the south-western Indian

Ocean,

Recalling resolution 353 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 on least developed, land

locked, island and most seriously affected African countries.

Recalling also resolution 288 (XIII) of i March 1977. which endorses the

establishment of a United Nations Trust Fund for African Development,

R_ecallj.nq further the principles and guidelines of the Lagos Plan' of

Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic

Development of Africa, 1980-20001/ on the development of African countries particularly

the poorest countries.

Deeply., concerned by the continuing detireoration over the past few years

of the food and agriculture situation in Africa aggravated each year by natural

disaster such as drought, tropical cyclones and floods and by the prolonged

world economic crisis,

Recalling Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery, 1986-1990

adopted by' the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization

of African Unity at its twenty-first regular session.

Recalling also the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic

Recovery and Development 1986-19902/ adopted by the United Nations General

Assembly at its special session devoted to Africa's critical economic situation.

1/ A/S-ll/14 annex I

2/ A/S-13/2 annex.
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that although the countries of A£rican conune

;conomic ad i:; ; d -ci- «*«-ct«i-tic. which .ake Mrlo. an entity, t
should be recognized that the continent is *!„„ h -
in cc, aspect,, heterogeneous and diversified

ssa-aiaa that the island countries particularly those n

:rrtrrularly affected by naturai di—s - ■■ — - -
ag"CUltUral PrOdUCU°n' the — - the .oastal and rural

and roads, completely wiping ^ ^^

the conomic Commisson for Mi

;peciaiized agencies especiauy - -e u— —ons Disaster Relief
;dro)' the worid —— —»«- <-, and

ironment p

and implementing their programmes; signing

e

2. ^quests the Untted Nations Development Programme to include in
Prloritles selected fBr its Fourth Regional

and roduction of th

4. Keauests EC, and 0M member states to consider earmarking fot the

: F;;;n;:r:;f the south western indian——*- -—-««Trust Pund for Mrlcan Development for African countries most seriously affected
^ natur.1 disasters such drought, tropical cyclones and floods.




