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We, the Vice Chancellors, Presidents and Rectors

of Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa,

at our third conference jointly- organi-zed

by the United Nations Economic Commission

for Africa and the Association of African

Universities, in Harare, Zimbabwe from 19

- 21 January 1907, have, once more reviewed

the social and economic conditions on the

continent and have noted that now that the

emergency situation, which was trigcjered-

off by the wide-spread drought and famine

in 1983-1985 is abating, all efforts must

be directed towards economic recovery,

reconstruction and development.

We commend our Heads of State and Governments

for their relentless search for workable and

lasting solutions to the problems of development

which this continent has lived through in

recent years, a search which culminated in

their adoption in July 1985 of the African

Priority Programme for Economic Recovery and

Development 1986 - 1990 (APPER), and in which

they spelled out measures to be instituted

to achieve full economic recovery and pave

the way for attaining the goals of self-reliance

and self-sustainment enunciated in the Lagos

Plan of Action.

We note, with appreciation, that our Heads

of State and Government had called for the

convening of a special session of the United

Nations General Assembly to discus Africa's

economic problems and solicit the support

of the international commuity in the

implementation of Africa's programme for

recovery. We further note at that Special

Session held in May/June 1986, the Organisation

of African Unity (OAU) and the United Nations



Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) jointly

submitted Africa's Submission to the Special

Session of the United Nations General Assembly

on Africa's Social and Economic Crisis.

We arc particularly grateful that on the basis

of this Submission the international community

has responded favourably to Africa's call

for assistance by agreeing to enter into a

partnership with African Governments to provide

policy and financial support to the

implementation of the recovery programme as

contained in the. United Nations Programme

of Action for African Economic Recovery and

Development (1986 - 1990) (UN-PAAERD)

We are also grateful that our Heads of State

and Governments have. decided to convene a

Congress of African Scientists in Brazaville,

The Peoples Republic of Congo in June 1987.

In our considered collective view, measures

which have been agreed upon will rehabilitate

and revitalize the African economies, and

bring about structural transformation which

will ensure that in the long run Africa will

achieve accelerated self-reliant and self-

sustaining growth and development provided,

however, that the international community

honours the commitments it has entered into

within the framework of the UN-PAAERD and

that African Governments pursue vigorously

and relentlessly the implementation of APPER.

We recall that at our second conferences in

Mbabane, Swaziland, in February 1985, we

reviewed the causes, nature and impact of

Africans- economic and social crisis and

identified our contributions to the efforts



of our Governments to mitigate it, just as

we had done at our first conference in Addis

Ababa in 1982 when we defined our role in

the attainment of the objectives of the Lagos

Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos.

We realize that even as we pursue the

commitments made in our first and second

conferences to contribute to the areas of

development priority of those times, so ought

we now to commit ourselves to contribute all

that is within our means to facilitate the

implementation of the objectives of

rehabilitation, recovery and development of

the African economies as defined by APPER,

the Africa's Submission and the UN-PAAERD.

Accordingly, we have decided to make this

Harare Statement in support of the measures

prescribed by our Heads of State and Government

and supported by the international community,

and also to make known our commitment to play

fully our part in the total implementation

of these measures for recovery and development.

Therefore, we commit ourselves and our

institutions to undertake the following:

A. At the Nationa Level

1. Institute special programmes of education

and training to meet the priority needs

for recovery in our economies as defined

in both APPSR and the UN-PAAERD.

2. Popularize the Recovery Programmes through

the conduct of lectures, seminars and

workshops for students, public servants

and businessmen to make them more

appreciative of the gravity of Africa's



predicament so that their attitudes would

change in favour of Africa's recovery

and development.

3. Give greater attention to resources in

education, training, research and

consultancy in economic management in

general and external debt management

in particular.

4. Draw up programmes of research in support

of the priority programme, specifically

designed to respond to the areas of

priority identified by our Governments,

i.e. food and agriculture• drought and

desertification control, other sectors

in support of agriculture ( agro-related

industries, transport and communications,

trade and finance, marketing, storage

and distribution), technology development

and adaptation and human resources

development, planning and utilization.

5. Endeavour to reduce our total dependence

on governments for funding, by

strengthening our capabilities to generate

resources from our services and production

activities.

6. Make more readily available to governments,

regional and international organisations

our expertise and capabilities through

consultancies and research on project

formulation, appraisal and implementation,

evaluation of economic development policies

especially their fiscal and monetary

aspects, improvement of the performance

of the public sector and parastatals

etc.



7. Involve our staff and students more

intensively in working with and learning

from the communities in which we live

and which surround us so as tc lend more

effective support to the solutions of

their problems of poverty, and

underdevelopment.

8. Regularly inform the governments and

the public about our activities/ projects

and programmes so as to promote greater

understanding of the ... role of the

Universities in national economic recovery

and development and mobilize their support

to this effect.

B. At the Sub-regional Level

1. Harmonize our approaches to the search

for solutions to problems which constrain

our common development as a sub-region,

especially the problem affecting countries

in the arid and semi-arid zones of the

continent/ problems facing land-locked,

island and least developed countries,

and problems of the countries neighbouring

the racist regime of South Africa.

2. Establish a mechanism for working out

strategies for formulating common research

and training programmes, and pool more

of our teaching and research facilities.

C. At the Continental Level

1. Intensify the implementation of the Mbabane

Programme of Action which we adopted

: in 1985 in support of measures to mitigate

the effects of the social and economic

crisis in Africa.



2. Accelerate the process of reviewing the

curricula, research emphasis and priorities

and learning methods within our

institutiions with a view to bringing

them in line with the present needs for

recovery and development.

3. Strive tc reduce our reliance on external

forces and factors for the provision

of the- greater part cf our teaching and

research materials and equipment, by

beginning to produce some of these inputs

with our own effors and resources.

4. Rationalize our programmes and harmonize

our efforts by strengthening existing

networks for research and teaching and

creating new ones so as to achieve greater

cost-effectiveness to the mutual advantage

of all our institutions.

5. Intensify our efforts to develop through

cooperation our post-graduate programmes

more speedily to respond to the call

for more high-level manpower for

development and to reduce our costly

dependence on countries of the North

to do so for Africa.

6. Strengthen our cooperation within the

continent and with other regions of the

Third World in the areas of research,

teaching and production of teaching

materials.

7. Considering the importance that the

ECA/PADIS and the Universities attach

to the utilisation of informatiion in

the development process of Africa, the



efforts that are being made by the Economic

Commission for Africa in organising

information services of African member

States, and the vast information resources

that African Universities produce, the

institutions undertake to make available

to ECA/PADIS all these and dissertations

that have so far been produced on

development questions and set up mechanisms

for cooperation in the training of

information and documentation personnel

in our Universities, in cooperation with

ECA/PADIS.

D. Support from the Governments

1. We are aware of the tremendous financial

strains which our governments are facing

as .1 result of the present crisis.

However, in view of the crucial role

that the institutions of higher learning

play in providing the high-level manpower,

research and expertise that is so critical

for growth and development and the existing

inadequate levels of such support, we

call on our governments to give greater

budgetary support to higher education

so as to enable us to make more effective

contribution to socio-economic development.

2. We also crave their understanding and

genuinely solicit their political and

moral support in creating an enabling

environment for universities and other

institutions of higher learning for

discharging their responsibilities

effectively. We call upon them to open

their doors to us so that we may

participate more effectively with them

in searching for the solutions to Africa's

problem of underdevelopment.



E* Support from the International Community

1. We have noted the understanding with

which the international community has

perceived Africa's priorities of

development as contained in the UN-PAAERD.

We have also noted the emphasis on the

development of the human resourea of

this continent as one of these priorities.

2. We therefore appeal to the international

community including international

institutions to assist us in discharging

our responsibilities in support of Africa's

recovery and development efforts by

providing adequate and increased support

for this purpose and undertaking measures

that will enhance and accelerate rather

than hinder the future development of

institutions of higher learning in Africa,

and request the Economic Commission for

Africa to assist the institutions of

higher learning in the mobilization of

such support from the international

community.

F. Conclusion

We have put forward these proposals and

have made these commitments because we

are more conscious than ever that

institutions of higher learning in Africa

currently face a crisis of image and

confidence. Therefore we are determined

to intensify our efforts to identify

with the aspirations of our societies

and contribute our quota to the solution

of the problems they face.

Done at the University of Zimbabwe, Harare,

this 21st day of January 1987.



RESOLUTION VC/1/87

THE ROLE OF AFRICA'S INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

LEARNING IN AFRICA'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND

DEVELOPMENT —

The Third ECA/AAU Conference of vice

Chancellors/ Presidents and Rectors of

Institutions of Higher Learning in Africa

Recalling its Resolution VC/1/85 adopted at

its Second Conference held at Mbabane, the

Kingdom of Swaziland in February 1985 entitled:

"The Response of the African Institutions

of Higher Learning to Africa * s Rapidly

Deteriorating Economic and Social Conditions",

conscious that now the emergency situation

is abating, all efforts must be directed towards

economic recovery and development,

cognizant of the priority measures put in

place by our Heads of State and Government

to speed: up economic recovery and pave the

way for self-reliant and self-sustained growth

and development,

convinced of the importance to Africa's survival

and development of the full implementation

of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic

Recovery 1986 - 1990 (APPER), which was adopted

by the 21st Ordinary Session of the Assembly

of Heads of states and Government of the OAU

in July 1985, and the United Nations Programme

of Action for Action for African Economic



Recovery and Development/ 1986 - 1990 (UN-

PAAERD), adopted by the 13th Special Session

of the United Nations General Assembly in

June 1986,

Aware that in the implementation of the measures

proposed therein for African economic recovery

and development, all agents of development

must be fully mobilised.

Further convinced that the institutions of

higher learning in Africa have a significant

contribution to make in support of economic

recovery and development,

1. Commends the- African Heads of States

and Government for the bold and realistic

measures they have agreed upon to

revitalize and rehabilitate the African

economies and lay the foundation for

Africa's economic recovery and development

as contained in APPER and the UN-PAAERD;

2. Further commends the international

community for having agreed to enter

into a shared partnership with Africa

and to support Africa's efforts as

enunciated in the UN-PAAERD;

3< Pledges to put at the disposal of African

Governments the teaching, research and

consultancy capabilities of the African

institutions of higher learning for the

speedy implementation of APPER and UN-

PAAERD, as contained in The Harare

Statement on the Role of Institutions

of Higher Learning in Africa's Recovery

and Development;
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4. Requests the Executive Secretary cf the

Economic Commission for Africa to transmit

The Harare Statement to ECA1 s Conference

of Ministers and also to Abuja and

Libreville conferences;

5. Further _rec[uests the ECA Executive

Secretary to assist in the mobilization

of resources from the international

community which will enable the

institutions of higher learning in Africa

to effectively discharge their

responsibilities in support of Africa's

economic recovery and development.
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