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1. The twentv-firest sessson of the Commissicon and twelfth meetina of the
Conference of WMinisters was hcld in Yaounde, the Republic of Camcroon, from
17 to 21 April 1988, The mecting adoptedé 24 resolutions embracing all sectors
of sonio-economic development of the African region. BAmong these resolutions,
thrze were specifically addressed to the Gencral Assembly of the United. Nations
rhrough the Economic and Social Council. “he actions taken on these resolutiens
are reporta” in 2 separate document (E/ECA/CH.13/38}. The majority of the other
resolutions apoealed +o member States, the Executive Secrstary and organs of
the United Nations and other organizations tco take certain measures with a vigw
to implementing them. The nroposz? of this document iz thersforr %o give the
mceting an zccount of thr' various actions taken towards the implementation of
the following resolutions and the Aifficulties encounterecd.

Resolution 554 (XXI): Industrial Development Decade for Africa

2. The t+wenty-first scssion of +trFe Commission and twelfth moeting of the
Conference of Ministers adopted rescolution 564 (XXI) on the Industrial Development
Dceccade for Africa (IDDRE) which was submitt=d by the Joint ECA/UNIDO Industry
Division.

3. The salient provisions of the reseoluticen upon which 2ction by the ECA
Executive Scecretary was calle for or implisd were as follows:

{2} Operative paragraph 2

In this parcgraph, the Conference regueste” the Exccutive Secretarv of
'ECA and the Director-Gensral of UNIDO to submit the fifth joint progress report
on the Ipfustrial Development Decade for Afrira to thr General Assembly through
the Economic and Social Council (ECOS0C).

Follow-up action: Resolution 564 (XXI), together with the above-mentioned
fifth joint progress report, were submitted to ECOSOC at its second regular
session of 1985 held at Geneva from 2 to 23 July 1986. ECOSOC, in turn, adopted
resolution 19%46/63 requesting ECA and UHIDO +to increase their assistance to
African ccuntries and subregional organizations as had also been requested by
ECA resolution 564 (£XI) in operative paragraph 5 hercbelow.

(h} Operative paragraph 5

According to this paragraph., the Conference reguested the sccrotariats
of ECA and UNTDO to incrcase their assistance to African countries and. suhrzgional
organizations with 2 view  to - promoting subregional co-operation within the
framework of the Decade.

Follow-um actions Continucd trechnical assistance has becen provided by ECA
to African countries through the MULPOCs as well as intergovernmental
organizations such as the Preferential Trade Arca for Eastsrn and Southern African
States (PTA) and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) in +the
field of basic industrics. A numbsr of activities ware undertraken for the
promotion of identificd metallurgical. chemical and enginecring projects as
well as ideprtificatior of new ones. TCDC activities were 2lso carried out “otween
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Cdte A'lvoire and Zaire vith regari to the transfer of technclogy for cassava-
processing. Substantive and technical support has alse continued to be given
to +he ECA-sponscred African Rogional Centre for TEnogin=egring Design and
HManufacturing (ARCEDEM), located at Ibadan. NWigeria.

(~) Operative paragraph 1C

In this paragraoh, the Conference appealed to the General Assembly to
allocate to tha Economic Commission for Africa, on an annual baesis. as rzcommended
by the Econemic and Social Council in resolution 1985/61 of July 1985, the sum
of SUS 700,000, heing the &ifference hetween the annual allocation of $UsS B
million approved by the General Assembly in resoluticn 39/233 for the United
Nations Tndustrial Development Organization (UNIDG) and thn annual amount of
SUS 4.3 million allocated *o thc Decads in the 1966~1987 s»regramms budget of
the Organization, when it hecame 2 Unitef Wations specialized agency in August
1985, '

Follow-up action: No specific follow-up action has heen undertaken by ECA
during the forty-first session of the Genoral Assembly since the ahove-mertioned
paragraph wvas nc* approved hy ECCSCC. I+ was therefor~ not submitted to the
Genesral Assembly.

(¢) Operative paragraph 12

According to this paragraph, the Conference appealad to *the international
community, multilateral funding agencics, especially the United Nations
Dzvelopment Programme (UMNDP) and the World Banlk, as weoll as bilateral donors,
to provide resources an® techrical assistance to the industrial sector in Africa
to enabls the implementation of natinnpzl and subregion2l investmont and support
projccts.

Follow-ur action: 1Ir addition te its continued ufforts to mobilize increased
rosources for the in'ustrizl sector in Africa from Fraditionzl ard new sources,
ECP has closely cc-operated with UNDP in preparing for thc Fourth Programming
Cycle to ensure that adequate resources arc allocated to industry with special
roferance to the development of +hese industries which previde irputs to the
food and agviculture scctor ~s recommerccd in the United Mations Programme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, 1906-1990 (UN-PAAERD).

Resolution 565 (XXI): Improvement of the food situation and rehabilitation
of agriculture in Africa

4. In this resolution, opcrative paragraph 11 reads: "Also calls up on the
Executivne GSecretary, in collaboration with thz Director-General of the Food
and Agriculture Crganization, to extend to African countrizs and subreqions,;
other than those already covered, ctudias on raview of food and agricultural
policies, land-use policies, food import substitution and food losses and on
measures to improvc co-operatives and small farmers' oraanizations, and to report
“he results of these studies to the Conference of jiinisters at future meetings”.
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5. In this rcgard, the soorotzriat is happy to inform the Conference that
a study on "Land-use pclicics and farming systems® has been undertaken covering
the countries of the Horn of Africa. The study is submitted to this Conference
in dccumcent E/ECA/CH.13/13.

‘Resolution 566 (XXI): The rolc of the rmltinational Programming and Operational
Centres in  the promotion of 5ubregional co-operation
and interrcgionz2l technica) and economic co-operation

10. This resolution 2id not call for any particular action to be taken by ECA.
It may, however, bz noted first that, during the year under review, 10 meetings
of the policy organs of the MULPOCs wer: held during the first quarter of 1986.
These marked a watershed in the history of MULPOCs because, for the first time
ever, they adopted bicnnial work programmes that were integral parts of the
work programme of the substantive divisions of ECA. This will ensure that all
ECA resources will bc available to the MULPOUs in the implcomentation of thoir
work programmcs. Sccondly, for +he first time ever, the MULPOCs considered
subregional ecconomic =nd social surveys of their arcas. These¢ surveys are
complementary to the regicnal surveys that arc submitted each year to the ECA
Conference of tMinisters and bring the issucs raised therein nearcr home to the
member States., These surveys should become uscful " instruments of subregional
~_Planning and developmont in fue ooursc. Thirdly, during thoe yzar substantive
directors of the HMULPOCs based in ILusaka, Niamey and Tangiers were appointed
in accordancc with ECR Confcrence of Hinistors rcsolutions 552 (XX) and 549
(XX) of 29 April 1985. The fact that this could be done during the period of
financial crisis in the Unitcd Mations. when appointments of staff were frozen,
show the importance attached to those posts (and to the MULPOCs) by tho Sccretary-
" General of tho United Nations, It is unneccssary to labour the importance of
MULPOCs having substantive Aircctors. Fourthly, the " MULPOCs have continued
to render ali-round techpnical assistance to the economic co-operation and
_integration groupings in their arcas, i.e., ECOWAS, ECCAS, CEPGL, PTA, Sabcc,
etc, | :This assistance will continue in the coming year. Fifthly, UNDP has
.confirmed its rcadiness to mmke available, on a trial basis, about $US 300,000
. to one or two selected MULPOCs during its Fourth Programming Cycle., 1987-1991.
. Suitable projcct documents are being prepared for approval by URDP. o

Resolution 567 (XXI): Development of tourism in Africa

6. The Regional Conferonce on Intra-Afriesn Tourism Co-operation held in Niamey,
the Niger, from 2 to 6 Octobor 1984, decidad in its resolutions 1 and 2, to
establish the “"Confecrence of African Ministers of Tourism” at the highest level
as a pcrmanent co-ordinzting organ for tourism dcvelopmeit in Africa, and
requested ECA, in collaboration with the World Tourism Organization (WTO) and
other institutions and bodics, to undertake the following activities:

{a} Study of the personnel nceds of African tourism; propese practical
measurcs to adapt training to the neods of countries And of the reqion and also
propose training infrastructurcs ond metheds to be useds

(b) Conduct a s+udy for +the cstablishment of 2 joint tourism promotion
system in Africa; and ’

(c} sStudy of the activitics of the transnationzl hotcl managoment firms
in Africa. '
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7. By its resolution 567 (XXI). the ECA Conference of Ministers endorsed the
decisions 'of the Regional Conference on Intra-African Tourism.

Implementation action

8. . All the three studies referred to above have been carried out and some
additional activities have also becn undertaken, viz:

{2) A "Directory of African specialists in tourism™; and
{h) A *Directory of training facilities for tourism in Afrieca”.

9, The first meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of Tourism is
scheduled to be held in Addis Ababa from 23 to 27 Novembar 1987,

Resolution 568 (¥X): Trade and develooment financo

I. International trade issucs

(a) The new round of multilateral trade negotiations [(VIII)]

11. The joint ECA/OAU secrotariat. reprosented by the staff from OAU, assisted
member States in providing technical backstopping for African <xperts prior
to the GATT HMinisterial Heeting on the New Round of HMultilzteral Trade
Negotiations which took place in Uruguay from 15 to 19 September 1986, .

{b) Thc seventh session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development

12, As part of its assistance to member States, tho secretariat prepared a
paper entitled “Africa's cconomic recovery, growth and development: Proposals
for UNCTAD VII", document E/ECA/TRADE/54. This paper was considered both by
the Intergovernmental Group of Exports' meeting and the Conferencs of Ministers
for Trade and Development as part of Africa's preparations for effective
participation in UNCTAD VII. It was submitted to the Hinisterial meeting of
the Group of 77 and integrated as part of the developing countries' submission
to UNCTAD VII. fThe sccretariat also held consultative meetings with the African
group in Geneva as part of its assistance to c¢nable momber States to participatc
effectively in UNCTAD VIE. An 28 hoc expert group meaeting was also organized
jointly by tho BECA and UNCTAD secretariats on commodity issues and international
resource flows including external decbts. Consultations werc also helé in Geneva
on the implementation of the Global System of Trade Preferonces (GSTP' among
devcloping countrioes.

(c! Promoting trade betwson African countries and the socialist countrics
of Eastern Europe

13. ECA, in collaboration with the UNCTAD secretariat and within the framework
of the United Mations Rogular Programme of Technical Co-operation, organized
a national seminar in Zimbabwe in Feobruary 1986, and » bilingual English/French
seminar for high-level officials from countries of the Centrzl and West Afriean
subregions in Hoscow in July 1985. Both seminars congsidercd ways 2nd means
of strengthening trade 2nd cconomic relations between those two groups of
countries.
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II. Regional, subrecgional and national trade issues

(a) Domestic trade

14. Three case studies on domestic trade in West Africa {Senegal, the Niger
and Sierra Leone) were completad and an analysis of the structures and
distribution mechanisms with a view to proposing policy measures for improving
the conditions under which such trade took place. Other casec studies were
undertaken for Cameroon, Madagascar and Ethiopia. At the national level, member
States had intensified their efforts toc develop better storage, distribution
and transport facilities for domestic trade.

{(n») Intra-African trade

_15. At the subregicnal level, the ECA secretariat has assisted member countries
in the implementaticen of (a) measures to reduca and eventually rzmove barriers
to intra=-Africar trade; (b) accelerate the process of economic integration within
existing subregional groupings; and (c) the establishment of a Commodjty Exchange
for RBastern and Southern Africa. In addition, ECA, as an cxecuting agency of
a UNDP-financed project, assisted the secretariat of the Economic Community
of Central African States (ECCAS) in implementing its work programme, in
particular with regard to stuli=s on tariff and non-tariff barriecrs among
~ountries of ths subreqgion and the extension of the Central African Clearing
Housc (CACH) to include all members of the Community. At the last summit of
the ECCAS Heads of State and Government held in Yaounde in January 1965, support
was given and decisions taken to promote intra-African trade.

16. In Horth Africa, ¥CBE ans the Tangicr-based HULPOC have submitted reports
and recommendations to the policy organs of the MULPOCs based on country profiles
of member States of the subregion and a "Declaration of intent and commi tment
by member countries for the establishment of a Prefercntial Trade Arca for North
Africa®. The member countries of thc subregion have yet to make their commitments
to establish the Preferential Trrde Area. In the meantime. a staff member of
the sececretariat undertook a mission to the member countrics of the subregion,
among othcr things, for preliminary discussions with relevant authorities on
appropriate measures for establishing the Preferential Trade Area.

17. In the Eastorn and Southern African subregion, member Statzs of PTA
implemented concrete measures for promoting intra-African trade. These included
{a) the cstablishment of a PTA Trade and Development Bank which became fully
operational in 1986; (b) the establishment of a PTA Chamber of Commarce; (c)
measures to increase the use of the PTA Clearing House by the member States
for intra-PTA transactions: and (&) +thc organization of a PTA Trade Fair in
Neirobi in September 19856 at which between 3500 and 200 firnms participated and
which resulted in over $US 100 million worth of orders.

(c) The ostablishment and dovelopment of a  regional African trade
informatior systcom

18, Tho stops towards the establishment of trade information system and networks
were taken by the PTA memhor countries (with the assistance of I1TC/UNCTAD/GATT)
which cempleted supply and demand surveys and were engaged in the e¢stablishment
of a Trade Information Centre in Lusak%a, Zambia, with a view to working out
modalitics for a network. Efforts arec now being Adeployed for linking the PTA
Trad~ JInformation Coecntre with the Eastern and Southern African Documentation



E/ECA/CH.13/46
Page &

and Information System (ESADIS), a project of ZCA's PADIS in Lusaka (ECA would
put its hardware and know-how at thes disposal of PTA if 211 goes well)., ECA
an¢ ITC preparod a project for the astablishment of a regional trade information
system. Resources necessary for the preparatory phase amount to $US 150,000.
_Although the Executive Secretary and +he ITC Executive Dircctor were irvited
to give this project priority. no funds coul? bhe obtaincd from ITC's trust funds
or from thc UNTFAD funds under the custody of ECA. The project was submitted
for financing *o UNDP in the Fourth Programming Cyrle. In the meantime, efforts
.were made to start building up a documcntation unit and PADIS computer facilirics
are being used Yo start storing data and etrudizz op trade at ECA.

{(d) Thc Associatien ¢f African Tradec Promotion Organizations (AATPO}

19, As a follow up to the resolution, intcnsive activities werc undertaken
by the AATPO secretariat. Reminder letters and cables were sent out *o member
States drawing their attention to the decp financial crisis which is still
Jjeopardizing the oxistence of the Organization and hampering its activities.
The Secrotary-Goneral of AATPO undertook a mission *+o 10 moember <ountrics for
the co3llection of arrcars =~né contributions. ~ Promises made- by relevant
autheritics during that collection campaign d&id not materializc. As a result
of this, AATPO has not been able to mect its payroll 2nd its basic supplies
such as clectricity, water and communicatzions fo- the last ninc months.

20. Consultaiinas hrrucor tha Scevetarv=CGoneral of 0N, +h- EBxerutive Scorciary
of ECA apd th. Seurctary-General of AATPO on this worrying financial crisis
ware held in Addis Ababa in Decembe: 1804. & request for emecrgency financial
assistance by the AATPC Sccoretary-Goneral was than considered and submitted
thereafter to the relevant OAU org:ns for consideratisn. A joint cabls was
sent by the OAU  Scceretarv-General and the ECA Executive Secretary kindly
requcsting AATPO member States to pay at least part ef their arrcars to bail
the Organization out of the crisis. It was also Gecided that 2 special session
of +he AATPC policy organs weculd bre convened on the occasion of the ninth
Confercnce of African liinisters of Trade to be held in Addis Ababa in larch
1987,

(2) The Federation of African Chambors of Commerce {FACC)

2. As a follow upr to the resolution, the interim sacretariat of the Federation
{EC™} fipalized the plan of operation ¢f the Federation, including iis medium-
term plan for the first five years. Those wire subsequently adepted by the
policy organs ~f +the organization. The Sceretary-General of the PFederation
was appointed and the ECA Executive Sacrati:ry was rogquestzd fo issuc hir a letter
of appointmant by July 19F5. Efforts were also doployed by the ECA senretariat
for the finalization of the Headquarters' Agreement and its signature by the
host Geovernment and the Feleration.

22. ©On the member countries' side, the f£ollowing countries effsctively paid
thzir " contributions: Chad, Sencgal, Ethicpia and Camcvoon, representing SUS
22,070.50 out of a budget of $US 150,000 for Year I (i.e.., less than 15 per
cent of the :ot2l budget). Howevsr, Egvpt {(host country) has not taken any
stoep towards the finalization and signature of the Headquarters' Agrzement in
spite of sevarsl contacts with the Egyptian authoritics through their Embassy
in Addis Abak~ and through thc Federation of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce.
As a result of the low lovel of paif-up contributions and the lack of progress
in the finalization of the Headguarters Agroement, the ECA Execcutive Secretary
could not appoint *he Szerctarv-General of the Foedgration.

sy e B v 0 T £
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(f) The Eastern and Southern African Trade Promotion Training centre

23, The strengthening of the Trade Promotion Training Centre requires a
substantial financial support. For the time Leing, the Government of Kenya
is the only source of funding for the core staff of the Centre and the necessary
equipmant. Funds from various sources, including the European Economic Community,
enabled the Centre to conduct a few training events. For the funding of the
Centre, a project document was prepared by ITC with ECA's support for submission
to UMDP requcsting the fundirg of the Centrc by the latter. UNDP's contribution,
if granted, would amount to 35US 946,000, The paucity of the membership of the
Centre and the non-payment of contributions are still matters of grcat concern
in the operations of the Centre.

Resolution 569 (XXI): Institutions sponsorad by the Economic Commission for
.Africa

24, In pursuance of this rosclution, 1letters have been sent to member States
to give these institutions financial, taechnical and political support. The
respons¢ has been mixed. Howcver, following the sccond extraordinary session
of the Cenference of Hinisters held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 15 October 1986,
which considered, inter alja, thc UNDP/RBA Regional Programme for Africa, 1987-
1991, UNDP has dcecided to continue its support during the cycle for the Aifrican
Regional Ccntre for Engineecring Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEIl), the African
Regional Standardization Crganization (ARSO}. th: Regional Centre for Services
in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Scrsing (RCSSMRS). Under Jits short-term
consultancy umbrella project, UKDP will also support African river basin
development, cconomic integration groupings and the informal sector to the tune
of $US 300,000 maximum. UNDP is 2lso committed to the ongoing CEPGL project
to tho tune of 5US 2 million during 1987-1991. IDEP will be evaluatzd with
a view to strengthening it to be a “think-tank” feor UNDP and ADB on African
economic issucs. Finally, during *he first quartcr of 1987, a dialogue will
proceed between ECA, intergovernmental organizations (IG0Os). non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and UNDP on the funding dJuring the period 1987-1991 of
tho African Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT), the African Institute for
Advanced Public Policy Analysis and Futurc Studies, the management of African
economies and human resources, upgrading of manpower skills, promotion of African
industry in transport and communications, facilitation of international tracde
and development finance. All this will inveolve such ECA-sponsored institutions
as the African Centre for lonetary Studies (ACMS), the Central African Mineral
Resources Development Centre (CAMRDC), the Eastern and Southern Africa Mireoral
Resources Development Centrs {(ESAMRDC), the Association of African Trade Promotion
Organizations (AATPO), the Trans-East African EKighway Authority (TEAHA), the
Trons-African Highway Autherity {TAHA}, thce Eastern and Southzrn Africa Management
Institute (ESAMI), the African Centre for Applied Rescarch and Training in Social
Develooment (ACARTSCD), the African Institute for Higher Technical Training
and Research {AIHTTR), ctc.

Resolution 571 (XXI): Human sattlements

25. In this resolution, the Confzronce of Ministers, inter alia:

{a) Requesta? the Executive Secretary, in particular, to do everything
possible to ensure that applied reszarch into development of 1local building
materials and construction industries on subregional and regional basis receives
substantial assistance over the wneriod 1%87-1991 from the United Nations
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Development Programme . cther donor agencies and countrics, and the
non—governmental organizatiens concerned; and

{b} Recommended that co-operation between the Commission's secrctariat,
the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) tho Food and Agriculture
Organization of the Unite@ Hations, the International Labour Organisation, the
United Nations Industrial Develcopment Organization and all relevant
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should be strengthened
with a view to promoting human settlements activities in the African region.

26. BAs far as the development of local huilding materials is concerncd, a proiject
assistance deocument was sent te UNDP to be considered within the Fourth
Programming Cycle. 1987-15%1. Thr immediate objectives of tha project are as
follows:

{a) To identify, develop and produce local building materials in member
countries, The dcvclopment of these materials will be done in four subregional
¢entres;

(b} To carry out by satellite a geolcgical survey of raw materials deposits
for building materials in the countrics concerned:

(c) To design tools and cquipment necessary for the production of local
materials by ARCEDEM:

{(¢) To train techniciars for +he production of loeal materials znd
contractors for investment, management and sale of productive units:

(e} To proposc a sectoral adjustment programme in the economy of those
countries concernod in order to cncourage the development of industry and
construction;

(f} To establish 64 production units throughout membsor States:
(g) To build a milot residential unit in the countries concerned: and
{h) To undertak> a promotion campaign for the sale of building materials.

27. UNDP has already shown interest in the project. As for co-operation between
ECA and other Unitzsd Nations agencies, a co-operation agreement between ECA
and Habitat is being studicd. Habitat has already transferrcd two of its officers
to ECA.

28. Furthermore ECA has associated Hahitat, Shzlter Afrique and competent African
intergovernmental and non-govermmental organizations for the implementation
of its regional project on thc developmant of building materials industry in
Africa,

Resolution 572 (XXT): African participation in the preparations for +the United
Hations Confercnces  for the Promotion of International
Co-operation im the Pcaceful Uses of Muclear Encorgy

29. S8ince resclution 572 (XXI) -African participatinn in the preparations. for
the United Nations Confersnce for the Promotion of International Co-operation
in the Pearcful Usos of Nuclear Eneray - was adopted in April 1206, the Executive
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Secretary of ECA has +taken steps to prepare for a meeting of government
plenipctentiaries to consider the establishment of ar African Nuclear Energy
Commission, a body that would be responsible for the promotion of the development
of African technological capabilitics in nuclear science. The meecting is
scheduled to take place in the las+t guarter of 1987, The meceting will also
consider the possibility of the formation of 2an Association of African Nuclear
Scicntists.

Resolution 573 (XXI): Subregional perspectives

30. The implementation of this resolution depends on the regquest of the African
subregional institutions and the mnmecmbher States. However, the ECA secretariat
has not yet bzen requested to undertake such studies. If this situation persists.
the ECA secretariat would, in agreement with the CILSS secrotariat, proceed
to the evaluation of the implementation of the Plan of Action and research
directives adopted by the Dakar Colloguium with a view to set up now perspectives
of the subregion in the light of the actions undertaken within the Fframework
of APPER. For the other subragions like ECOWAS, CEAO and SADCC, the ECA
secretariat would survey and analysce the perspectives studies realized with
the aim of undertaking their harmonization within a large s<t-up than that of
CILSS.

Resolution 574 (XXI): African Institute for Economic Development and Planning

31. In accordance with resolution 574 (XXI) on the future of the Institute
for'Economic Dovelopment and Planning, efforts have been madc and freguent visits
were paid to member States by the mansgement of the Institute to cnsure timely
payment of the assessed planned contributions of governments. The outcome of
these eofforts were rather favourshle and plans were made to intemsify these
efforts in future. on the future of IDEP, the twenty-ninth meeting of the
Governing Council of IDEP, which was held in Addis Ababa on 7 and & November
1966, made a number of concrete prooosals and recommendations to that effect.
One of the major decisions of that meeting was that IDEP be restructured to
ensure that it can perform all its functions, training, research and advisory
services and publications more cffectively. On that issue, the Council decided
thzt, in futvre, all the training activities depend entirely on government
contributions while the new frontiers in research, advisory services and
publications be supported by bilateral sources, in particular UNDP. Ar cvaluation
mission was set up to assess the above propositions including UNDP assistance
during a transitional period. Thess propositions, as reflected in the terms
of reference, should constitute the basis and the guidelines of work of the
mission. The Council also established a sub-committee from its members to preparc
a new five-year work programme for IDEP (medium-term plan 1957-1991). After
the evaluation mission, the rostru~turing of IDEP, the five-year programme,
and UNDP funding during the Fourth Programming Cycle, the Governing Council
would then submit concrete proposals to the next ECA Confercnce of NMinisters
on the future of IDEP.

Resolution 575 (XXI): Short-term oconomic forecasting in the African region

32. In =sccordance with resolution 575 {XXI) on strengthening short-term outlook
activities in the African region, ECA continuad its efforts to develop the system
and the building of the necessary capabilities at thzs national level. During
the period under roview, requests from some countries were met but some were
constrained by financial difficultiss as these missions werc, on the whole,
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costly in tczrms of staff and financial resources. However, a project document
for possible funding was preparcd and a donor is yet to be identified. - ECA
also organized a workshop in Scptember 1986 for training African planning
specialists in the ficld of multiscctoral planning modcls and the establishment
of short-torm ceconomic forecasting svstems.

Resolution 576 (XXI}: Strengthening of the Statistical Training Programme for
Africa

33. Following the adoption of the resolution, a copy was forwarded to each
of the following hilateral and multilateral donor agencies: The European Economic
Community (EEC), the Overseas Deveolopment Administration (ODA), the Commonwealth
Secretariat, the Swedish International Development Agency {SIDA) and the Ministérec
francais “e la coopération et du développement.

.34. In the coverine lotters, the attontion of the donors was drawn to the

approciation expresscd by the Conference of ilinisters for the assistance so
far provided to the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) and the
hope that their support will continue and be further strengthened, Also, the
Conference requested these donor =zagencics to facilitate and accelerate the
procedure for granting fecllowships 2s much as possible and to pay particular
attention to financial support for national and regional statistical training
programmes of interest to Portuguesc-speaking African countries.

35. With rocgard to tha EEC, special wmention was made of the project "EEC
assistance to S8TPAY which igf being implemented and financed from the Lome II
Convention funds and zlso it wss hoped that a special project for the Portuguese-
speaking African countrics will be adopted by the Community.

36. As co-ordinator of the STPA, ECA offcred to assist the donor agencies in

any action they intend to take in response to the resolution and other actions
within thno framework of STPA.

37. In response, the EEC was very pleased to note the favourablc appreciation
shown by the ECA Conference of Ministers on the action taken by the EEC for
statistical training in Africa through the project "EEC assistance to STPA"
and also the fcllowships financed by the national indicative programmes of the
EEC.

38. With regard to assistance to the Portuguese-speaking African countries,
the EEC have pointaed out that it is up to the ACP States to present an appropriate
request to the Commission of the Eurepean Communities according to the provision
of the Lome Convention. In alAition, the EEC will, through the Statistiecal
Office of the European Communitizs (SOEC), get in touch with the countrics
concerned to revicw with thom their necds in this field.

3¢. In this connection, representatives of the EES, the Ecole nationale de
la statistique et de l'administration &économique (FiA4E) and the Centre eurovéen

de ‘ormation -es statisticiens éconoristes de pays en Aéveloppement (CESD) (Paris,

France) organized@ a mission to Lishon, Portugal, from 15 to 18 December 1536
to discuss with Portuguese Govormmer: officials the establishment of am institute
similar te ENSAE (Paris, Frenccl in which provision will be made for training
statisticians at professicnal level from the Portuguese-speaking African
countries. The rccommendatieons of this meeting will b»z discussed at a mecting
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planned to be hcld by the EEC with Dircctors of the National Statistical Offices
of the Portuguese-speaking African countrics early next year.

40. There have been no comments from tha rther donors.

Resolution 577 (XXI): African demographic training institutes

41, It may be recalled that the Conference of Hinisters adopted resolution
577 (XXI) on the African demographic training institutes which recemmended that
African Governments should progressively take over the financing of the institutes
so that by the end of a five-year transition period (1988-1992) they would have
assumed the financing of a significant part of the institutog' budgets.l/ It
appcaled to the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) to continue
its funding of the institutes in ordér to allow the African Govermments time
to prograssively take over such funding. It alsoc invited the Executive Secretary
to restructure the institutes on the basis of the recommendations of the joint
scssion of the Governing Council of the Regional Institute for Population Studies
(UIPS) znd the Tnstitut e formation et de recherche Admoaraphiques (IFORD),
including a rcvision of the statutes and salary scales a5 necessitated by this
restructuring.

42, A study of the funding possibilitics during the transition period has been
made by ECA and has bheen submitted to UNFPA, the main funding source of the
institutes. The study envisages a oradual reduction in UNFPA funding and a
corresponding increase in funding by the African member States. UNFPA has
conveyed to ECA its suoport to this gradual reduction of its funding during
a five-year transition period (1988-1992). :

43. fThe member States have startzd to contribute to the institutes though *his
is still »t a low level. 1In 1985, only two countries paid contributions to
RIPS whilst only three countries contributed to IFORD in spite of reminders
sent by the Executive Secretary to African Governments appealing to tham to
pay their contributions to the institutes. The issue is being brought up for
discussion by the next mectings of the Governing Councils of the institutes,
ecarly in 1937. Thesc mcetings will decide on the funding arrangements for the
five-year transition period. '

44. UNFPA has approved budgets to fund the institutes in 1987. It has also
agreed to a gradual reduction in its funding over the five-year transition period.

45. As 1eogrrds  the restructuring of  the inatitntea, the recommendatiors
of tho joint scssion of th2 Governing Councils and dctails of their implications
on the future operation of the institutes will be Adiscussed by the -forthcoming
meeting of the Governing Councils of RIPS and IFORD in February 1987. Tha
restructuring of the institutes will involve changes to their statutes, to their
present status as subsidiary organs of ECA, to the salary scales of staff of
the institutes and to their conditions of service, Concrete details of thesc
changes will be @&ccided upon by the forthcoming Governing Councils meetings
in February 1937. These Actails will be made available to the Conference of
Ministers meeting.

1/ Tunisia expressed a reservation regarding this naragraph.
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Resolution 578 (XXI): Develooment of environmental capabilitics in Africa

46, In this resolution, recommcendations were made on doveclopment of national
environmental standards. implementation of convontions and protocols on the
environment and institutionalizatiorn of the African HMinisterial Conference on
the Environment.

I. Development of national onvironmental standards

47. A technical publication (documcnt E/ECA/ENV/17/Rev.l) "Developing national
environmental standards for Africa® has been produced and sent to all ECA membeor
Statés; The publication resulted from the report of the Joint Expert Group
meeting organized by ECA and the African Regienal Organization for Standardization
(ARSO) on the subject. The publication provides guidelines to African countrics
for the adoption of national environmental standards to halt environmental
degradation with particular cmphasis on drinking water supply. human waste
disposal, agro-chemical use and industrial wastes and desertification and drought
control in Africa.

1i. Implementation of conventions and protocols on the snvironment

48. ECA has included a stufy to identify the difficultices cxperienced by African
countries in acceding, ratifying and implementing international a2nd regional
agreements in the field of the environment, in its environmant in Africa work
programma for the 1988-1989 bicnnium. ECA is also taking anpropriatae steps
to produce a project document jointly with UNEP, CAU and thc Intcrnational Union
for the Conservation of Hature and Natural Rescurcces (IUCN}) for extrabudgetary
funding of the activities epvisaged to solve the problem.

I7I. Institutionzlization of the African Ministerial Conference
on the Environment

49, A feport (E/ECA/ENV/33) to the fourth meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental
Regional Committee on Human Scttlements and Environment, held from 8 to 13
~ February 1987, indicated the activities being undertaken, within the context
of the institutionalized African Ministerial Conference on the Environmert (AMCEN)
to implement the Cairo Programme of Actien for African co-operation on the
oenvironment and <co~developmont. ECA is in consultation with UNEP, Habitat
and QAU in order to establish modalities for co-operation between the Joint
Intergovernmental Regional Committce on Human Settlements and Environment which
should serve as the technical advisory working group of African experts to the
African Ministerial Conference on the Environment.

Resolution 579 (XXI): Women and development in Africa

50. Operative paragraph 10 of this resolution wurgece ECA to continue its work
of preparing a directory of African womcn -ceonsultants. The sacretariat has
prepared a draft roster of African women experts which is available in a
computerized print-out form. Plans are underway to have the roster published
in earxly 1987.

51. Operative paragraph 1l: as per the reoquest stated in this item, the women
programme co-ordinators in ths Yaounde, Lusaka and Niamev [WLPOCs are fully
participating in the donor round-table process, in the countrv programming and
HATCAPs exerciscs in collaboration with UMDP.
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52. Operative paragraph 12: This item roquests the Africa Regional Co-ordinating
Committoc for the Integration of Women in Development and the African Training
and Research Cenfre for Women to participate in the meetinas of planners,
statisticians and demographers. ~The next PSD meeting is scheduled for 19G8
and appropriate measures are bheing taken to participate in this meeting.,

53. Operative paragraph 13: All ecfforts arc being made by the Exccutive
Secretary and the LULPOC directors in approaching African Governments to increasec

their contributions at the ECA pledging conferences.

54, Operative paragraph 14: Efforts are bcing made to got more financizl sourcas
from 2ll possiblc sources in support of women's prejects.

Resolution 560 (XXI): Women and the special scssion of the Unitcd Wations General

Assembly on tho critical economic -ftuation in Africa

55, Efforts arc being made by ECA/OAU as can be scen in Africa'’s Priority
Programme for Economic Recovery (APPER) and thce United Nations Proaramme of
Action for African Economic. Recovery and Development (UN-PAAERD) and to get
women's comvonent included in the efforts being made to overcome the critiecal
ecenomic situation of Africa.

Resolution 561 (XXI): Pan-Affican Documentation and Information Systoem

Hosting of the North African Documcntation and Information System (NADIS'!
by thc Arab League Documentation Contre (ALDOC) (operative paragraph 4}

56. The implementation of NADIS was to be made possiblc with funds to be provided
by th:e UNDP FEz:gional Bureau for Arab States. Negotiations with UNDP to acquire
the reguisite funds are still underway (sce operative paragraph 8 below). In
spite of this limitation, it has been possible to install at ALDOC a copy of
the DPADIS statistical data base for the bcnefit of the membar States of the
subregion.

Arrangemcnts for the setting up of the Contral African Documentation
and Information System (PADIS) (operative paragraph 7)

57. HMember States of the Yaounde- and Gisenyi-bascd MULPOCs have been contacted
by tho rospective HULPRC offices. A meeting of plenipotentiavies from the
concerned Governments is scheduled for April 1987,

Stratcgy and work plan for the poricd 1987-1951 (operative paragraph 2)

58. Tho stratocgy and work plan for the implementation of the PADIS programme
during 1987-1991 will be submitted to the Regional Technical Committec (RTC)
for PADIS at itgs third meecting to be held in addis Ababa on 15 and 16 April
1e87.

Request to the European Bconomic Community by African
countrics moembers of ths ACP {operative paragraph 9}

52. fThe project preposals te bz submitted to the European Economic Community
by the African countries membcrs of the ACP Group of States will be considered
by the momber States at the next round of MNULPOC officials and policy organs
ncetings.
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Request to the EEC by North African countries
(opecrative paragraoh 10)

60. No action taken. The issue will be discussed a2t the next mceting of the
subregional technical committee and by the MULPOC policy organs.

WADIS and ESADIS (operative paragraph 11)

61. The agrecment for the establishment of ESADIS at Lusaka, Zambia, is signed.
Actions to make the centre operztional are underway.

62. The agrecment for the establishment of WADIS at Niamey, the Niger, is under
negotiation. C - :

Approval of project RAR/H2/007 {operative paragraphs 12 and 13}

63, The proicct had not been approved by UNDP as of January 1987 in spite of
cfforts made hy the Chairman, UNorrth African Subregional Tcchnical Committee
for PADIS., The UNDP Regicnal Bureau for Arab States has indicated its willingness
to consider funding of activities envisaged for implementation under this project
with the framework of the ALDOC preject. The level of resources to be made
available and the nature of executing arrangemcnts a2re under discussion.
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