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1. In recosnltlon of the vital role 1ndustr131 1nformatlon plays in the
process of industrial ‘development, African countries are increasingly direc-
i3 ting their efforis 'to the setting-up of institutions and services to handle
oo~ the-cotlection and dissemination of information required in support of indus-
trialization. However, the resources available for the purpose are- Llimited.
. As a result different approaches have been used in different countries. Some
)  have set-up sectoral research institutions in such areas as food, forestry,
~ building materials, etc. Others have, often in addition to the above, set-up
‘acrogs—~the—board types of institutions such as industrial development corporae
tions or industrial development banks, technical agencies and the like. These
"have the potentials to provide a sound basis for developing an effective
system of industrial information.

2. In Table 1 the types of services provided by existing institutions in
African countries have been identified. It will be noted that in most African
countries there exist scientific research organizations of one kind or another

“within or independent of established educational institutions. -Nearly every

- country would also seem to have organizations providing bibliographic services.
In the case of specialized organizations for co-ordination of industrial
research, however, there are only a few countries which have set—up such
institutions as bireaux for standardization and quality control. Even where
national bodies do exist for these serviced co-operation among them would not
appear to be extensive.

3. Some of the institutions that have been set-up are of recent date. They
have yet to develop competence and accumilate experience. In other cases, the

- operations of the existing institutions are hampered by the limited financial
resources available to them. There also seems to exist duplication of efforts
among established institutions. Greater co—ordination of their activities is
urgently needed tc secure a more efficient utilization of available resources.

4. There are notable differences among sub-regions and countries in the
. " kinds of institutions set up to deal with services related to industrial -
| - information. Table 2 has listed some such institutions in selected African
a countries and indicates the kinds of services they provide at present. It
i ~ will be noted that among the North African countries, the Arab Republic of
Egypt has developed an elaborate network of information centres. The first
such centre was established in 1956 when the Ministry for Industry came into
’ being — but greater impetus was given to developing information services when
i an expanded Ministry of Industry, Petroleum and Mineral Wealth was set up.
| Within the Ministry, the General Organization for Industrialization deals with
i a}l aspects of techno—economic studies of industrial nrojects and also super-
-viges their imnlemantation. .Alse within the same Ministruw there exist the
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TABLE 13 EXISTING RESEARCH AND INFORMATION ORGANIZATION IN AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Name Co=ordination bodies for National scientific research bodies Nstional National Biblio=
of Multi-sectoral Industrial Within educational Research documente standardiz- graphical
Co - science re« - ressarch  establishments crganizations ation ceatre  ation - sarvices
Country . . . search. : , IR : ' for science 't bodies
. - VT P . L L and re- ) o

Algeria - R o T x. T gt C ok
Botevana oo T T . en
Bupundi S S T R &
o . . e _-'g ' N . Do .. ‘ . :;‘
Chad . R
Congo P.R. | S : E ‘ x" S ~ x : . h “ nfa
Doasy e T e Tk
Ethiopia: L e e % x

Gambia - P te T o AT N ’ : DLl . " nfa

ivory Coaat- - - S L x . ' X L o x x
Kenya ... e e e e S R
Liberia : L - , u‘--'. M et T x B
Libya = ' B o x  x
Mddagasear x o RO T T T -"---‘.x oL . . R
Malewd L e 1|;',J'- x Y
Mali U . . ce }f . ‘gx ) . . . Lo s s ) . S n/a
Mauritania o R '.‘ "'_? - X “"._: - . - ' . . x - I %
favritive L o o  : T % o : S 1
Miger : . x= | x l
Senegal .' .: ‘ *!/ : ';"l Ny ‘_ L S CRN -. ) " x . L n/a
Sierra Lagne =~ . - . O T T o . o o ox
Somalia SR ST T e % EREEREREE " | o ox
Sudan ) X x x ' -
Swaziland x x n/a
Togo X . - “

Tisan'al o - -~ . . -
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Note: South Africa, Rhodesid, Namibia, Angela, mozambique are not included.

a/ The same body performs funciions of overall science planning and multi-sectoral
“seience research co-ordination ’

b/ The same body performs functions of multi-sectoral science research co-ordiration
and comordination for industrial research - )

¢/ \Under organization

d/ The national library is expected to be established. The national University has
its library :

df Haghreb‘couﬁtries has a centre for Industrial Studies

SOURCES: 1) UNESCO World Directory of National Science Policy-iaking Bodies

- 2) UNeSCO Working document for the Meeting of Experts on the National Planning
of Documentation and Library Scierces in Africa

3) Scientific Researcﬁ in Africa, National Policies Research {nstitutions
UNESCO/ECA

4) Survey of the Scientific ard Technological Potentials of African Countries,
Field Science Office for Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, Movember 1969
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TABLE 2: LIST CF [ﬁSTIfUTIONS DEALING WITH INVESTMENT PROMOTJON AND INFORMATICN IN SZLECTED AFRICAN COUNTRIES

- — -« e

Country

Name of the [nstitutions

Briet deserliption of Tuactlons

(=]
»*

2.

4,

6e

7.

10,

i1,

12,

Algeria

Arab Republic of
Egypt

Betswana

Ethlopla

Ghana

Kenya

Lesotho

Libya

Malaw!

Moroceo

Nigerla

Sudan

Natlonal Company for [ndustrial Studies

and Deve lopment

Centiral Organ for Mobl llzation and
Statistles

Natlonal [nstitite for inTormation and
Documentation

Organizatlon for Standards Spec!-
fleailon of the Minlstry of Industry,
Peiroleum and Mineral wealth

Industrlal Deve lopment Centre for Arab
States

Botswana Deve lopme«t Corporatlon

Technleal Agency

Chamber of Commerce
Investment and Export Promotlon Centre

Standards Institution

Industrlal Holding Corporation

Industrlal and fGorvmeree Deve lop-

ment Corporatlon

Natlonal Oeve lopment Corperaiior
Industrlal Research Development Depi.
Indusirlal Organlzation Departmert

Malawl Development Corporatlon

Socleté d'Etude

Federal [nstltute for |ndustrial Research

Researeh Divislon of Central Bank
Nigerlan [ndusirlal Development Bank

Industrlal Research |nst]iute

—p— oy

Feaslbility studles for various branches of
Indusiry

Callsction ef lrovaurlal statisilcs. and varlovs

aspects of Intmtpial sorwveen

Infermaticn and doziozniation ¢ cajesice and

fndustiy

Infei=atlon an Irdustrial siandards and
standerdizatlcn In irdusipy

Feasibiltty studles, project evaluatlon and

appraisal, Invesiment prometlon, markei studies

Racently organ:. .o’ has &readr ctarter prepesclng

‘feaslbfl]hy stiijes

Foealblili iy studies foi ULranc'ys of Indusiry,
s¢'acied by ths Governmani end providing:assistance

to privats invesiors

Studies In th2 Tleld of cmall.scale industiry and
asslstance > cnireprensurs ’
[dentifieation o feasiolz projeets - zzslstance
to potential jnveutors .. A “
Standards ard ‘qualily centr,al

Feaalbillty whudier and ooraluztlon of projects,

Fiamraelal asslsieace

Whan eaiablilined It wee expesind to work out
But

according to irforaation aveilable }t melnly deals

“easibl Wiy studics For industrial sectors,

with the preklems reinizd to comnzece
Recent ly crganizes .- Irr2ciment promotlon oriented
Feaslt] 1ty studlec ~ markat surveys

lidustelzl planning

Mirket siudles and to a certaln extent feasibllity

Studics majnly In the fisld of mlning and processing
Resear-a

Markst studies, project cvaluation

Feaslb!iity studies fuoi epproved projects

[rdustrial rasgcareh and asslsianze to the establlisned

erterpriges
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Caountry

Name of the institutlon

Brief descriptlon of functlens

13,

14,

13,

Swazl land

tganda

United Republle
of Tanzanla

alre

East Af#lcén'
Common Servlce
Organlzatlon

lambla '

‘Maghreb

Swazlland National Development Flnance
Corporatlen

Uganda Cevelopment Corporatlon

Project Division of Muljlibhatl Madhvani
& Lo, Ltd,

Industrial Developrent Centre
NatTonal Development Corporation

Indusirtal Studles and Deve lopment

Céntre

Centre de Recherches |ndustrlielles en

Afrique Central
East African Development Bank, Project
preparation and promotlon dlivislon

[ndustrial Deve lopmeni Corporatlen

Centre for [ndustrizl Studles for

Maghreb countrles

jnvestment promot|on

Investment promotlon

Feaslbl1llty studies and market research

Recently establlshed with UNIDQ ass]stance
Feaslbillty studies, market analysls

[ndustrlal research and planning
Industrial research

[nvestment promotion

Feastblllty'sthdies, market analysis, flnanclal
and technical assistance to Industry

‘Industirlal research



B/CN.14/INR/195
Page 6 ‘

5. In addition, the Central Organ for Mobilization and Statistics, which
nogsesses the largest number of computers in the Arad Republic of Fayvt, collects

and computerizes diversified industrial statistics, ineluding those of existing

jnpdustrial surveys. The National Planning Institute is responsible for the.
training of post graduate students specializing in industrial planning while
the National Research Institute has the duty of carrying out scientific and
industrial research. A sister organization, the National Institute for
Information and Documentation, as the name implies, maintains a collection of
bibliographic information and documents covering various facetis of scientific
and industrial development. Both of these institutes have their own libraries

and documentation centres.

6. 'The five universities in the Arab Republic of Egypt have laboratory and
library facilities to carry out research in applied science. DBesides, the

other specialized bodies like the Fl Tabbin Metallurgical Coking Industry and
Refractories, the Textiles Industries Institute, the Small-scale Industry
Tnstitute and the four industrial research councils for heavy industry organiza-
tions all provide information in their respective spheres of activity.

Te Moreover, there are other national and regional organizations which
contribute significantly to industrial research and information. Some of

these are already in operation and others are being set up under the auspices

of the Industrial Development Centre for Arab States (IDCAS). These include,
among others, the Textile Indusiries in the Arab Republic of Fgypt, the Iron
and Steel Institute ir Algeria, and the Petrochemical Institute to be set up
in either Libya or Syria. IDCAS also trains personnel for industrial surveys,
industrial economics, industrial information, project formulation, appraisal
and evaluation.

8. 0f the countries in the West African suberegion, Nigeria has well developed
institutes for advanced scientific research and for collection of information.
However, no single national organization appears to be responsible for industrial
research and information. The National Library serves as a depository for books,
documents, newspepers, newspaper clippings, etc. Within the govermment,
industrial information is handled by various ministries which have their own
technical libraries +to provide relevant documentation and other material.
Semi-governmental institutes, include the following: the Federal Institute

of Tndustrial Research, the Cocoa Research Institute of Nigeria, the HNigerian
Institute Tor 0il Palm Research, the Nigerian Institute for Social and Econcmic
Research, the Research Division of the Central Bank and the Nigerian Industrial
Development Bank. The material collected by these institutes is useful for

the preparation and evaluation of projects.

9. In most African couniries, information required for industrial development
and specifically for investment follow-up activities are provided by national
development corporations, investment banks and chambers of commerce and industry.
There are few examples of operations of investment peomotion services, per se.
These await to be developed to provide the services that wouid stimulate a
greater flow of resources to industry. In the meanwhile countries stand to
benefit from a better co-ordination of the activities of agencies already
established. For example, information collected by a national chamber of
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commerce in undertaking market survyes would be useful to national development
corporations in preparing feasibility studies. Such a course would also avoid
duplication of work.

10. There is also scope for deriving increased benefits through multinational
co~operation that would promote maximum utilization of existing facilities.

By these means the efficiency of the facilities could be improved and a more
effective utilization of available resources could be ensured.





