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"We all want a United Africa, united not only in our concept of what 
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will make the African consumer's plight so much more hopefuL We 
must buildfor ourselves.lfwe do that others will come." 
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I. Introduction 

1. The Economic Commission for Africa CECA) has substantively 
reshaped itself to anticipate opportunities rather than merely react to events. 
Successful implementation of all the major initiatives and programme 
developments of the Commission will, however, require African nations and 
institutions to ultimately drive the process. ECA is, therefore, seeking 
synergies with African intergovernmental organizations especially the 
Regional Economic Communities CRECs), UN bodies and specialized 
agencies, donor countries, African universities, research centres, and civil 
society groups. Most of the collaborations will involve research, advisory 
services, sponsorship of seminars and workshops, data exchange, advocacy 
and consensus building. 

2. The overall aim of this paper is to review major Commission-wide 
initiatives and programme developments undertaken in the preceding year 
and to outline the directions for the current year 2002 programme. To set the 
stage, the paper highlights in Section II and III the contents and outcomes of 
recent Commission-wide initiatives and the prospective activities in the year 
ahead highlighting ECA's major flagship publications. Section IV reviews 
BCA's support to the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa's 
Development (NEP AD). This information note is intended for the Sub
Regional Development Centres (SRDCs) and their stakeholders including the 
Intergovernmental Committee of Experts (ICEs). 
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II. Forging Partnerships for Africa's 
Development 

1. The Poverty Reduction Strategic Papers Learning Group 
(PRSP·LG) 

3. The ECA-sponsored Learning Group is an annual forum that brings 
together senior African policymakers and experts for candid discussions on 
the African experience with the PRSP and for articUlating an African 
perspective on how the PRSP process in evolving in Africa. The 
establishment of the PRSP-LG followed an African consultation on the PRSP 
organized by ECA in March 2000, during which member States requested the 
Commission to establish a forum for the systematic exchange of information 
and sharing of experiences among Africans on the PRSP process. This was 
followed by a high-level ECA multi-country mission during July and August 
2000 to initiate early dialogue on how countries in the region were adjusting 
to the PRSP process. These consultations provided insights into the scope and 
nature of the challenges that countries were encountering during the 
preparation and implementation of national poverty reduction strategies. 
They also reinforced the need for the creation of an African forum for 
dialogue on these issues. The ECA-sponsored PRSP-LG was established to 
help meet this need. 

4. The first meeting of the African Learning Group on Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Papers, held from 5-6 November 2001 at ECA in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, was attended by selected African PRSP experts, senior 
policy-makers and civil society representatives. The meeting was informed 
by a number of country studies commissioned by ECA and prepared by 
African experts. Resource persons and observers from the Strategic 
Partnership for Africa (SPA) Secretariat, the World Bank, Internationa1 
Monetary Fund (IMF), African Development Bank (ADB) and United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) also attended the meeting. 

5. The objectives of the first PRSP-LG meeting were to identity best 
practices for replication in other countries in Africa; flag institutional and 
capacity constraints; recommend actions to remedy the constraints; and 
propose actions to be taken by Africans and donors in order to tap the full 
potential of the PRSP process in transforming the partnership between 
African countries and their donor partners. The meeting also aimed to 
stimulate increased dialogue and partnership in the refonn of recipient and 
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donor aid practices for increased aid effectiveness and poverty reduction in 
Africa. Finally, it was unanimously acknowledged that there was the need to 
formulate country-owned, broad-based, pro-poor development policy and that 
only a harmonized, PRSP-based, aid programmes and modalities could best 
better support an African-driven agenda for poverty reduction. Stakeholders 
were able to discuss the appropriate framework for selecting indicators and 
tracking the poverty reduction impact of policies and programmes. 

6. The first PRSP-LG meeting was unique in several important ways. 
It provided the occasion for rich and candid deliberations among the African 
country representatives on their experiences and, at times frustrations, with 
the required PRSP content, process and implementation. It brought forth a 
strong, collective articulation in the presence of donor representatives, of an 
African perspective on the PRSP with clear messages communicated to 
Africa's external partners, while defining BeA's role. 

2. African Development Forum (ADF III) 

7. The African Development Forum (ADF) is an initiative led by the 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) to establish an African-driven 
development agenda that reflects consensus among major partners and that 
leads to specific programmes for country implementation. The aim of the 
African Development Forum is to present the key stakeholders in African 
development (governments, civil society, the private sector, researchers and 
academics, intergovernmental organizations and donors) with the results of 
current research and opinion on key development issues, in order to 
formulate shared goals and priorities, draft action programmes and define the 
environment that will enable African cOWltries to implement these 
programmes. 

8, The first ADF was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 24 - 28 
October 1999, on the theme "The Challenge to Africa of Globalization and 
the Information Agel!. The second Forum, ADF 2000, was held in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia from 3 - 7 December 2000 on the theme "AIDS: the greatest 
leadership challenge tl

• The third edition, ADF III was held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia from 3 - 8 March 2002 on the theme "Defining Priorities for 
Regional Integration", 

9. ADF III focused on five thematic clusters: (i) economic policies for 
accelerating regional integration; Oi) physical integration through 
infrastructure development; (iii) regional approaches to regiona1 issues; (iv) 
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institutional arrangements and capacity; and (v) peace and security. A 
Consensus Statement issued at ADF III, which ended on 8 March 2002, lays 
out a tough agenda for the continent's poIicymakers to follow if they are to 
realize the dream of African unity. The document articulates agreements 
reached by more than 1,000 participants after five days of deliberations, 
details the challenges Africa faces in its bid to integrate, and proposes a 
number of concrete steps that need to be taken to accelerate integration and 
make it more effective as an engine for Africa's development. The Consensus 
Statement which was transmitted to the meeting of the DAU Council of 
Ministers held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 13 to 15 March 2002, will be 
forwarded to the Summit of Heads of State scheduled in South Africa in July 
to usher in the African Union (AU). 

10. Drawing from the recommendations contained in the Consensus 
Statement the following main points were highlighted: 
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• building an African Union will require the commitment of 
competent and visionary leaders as well as staff appointed 
purely on the basis of merit, professional qualifications and 
insulation from political influence; 

• the establishment of the African Union requires a well thought 
out sequencing and prioritization, with the establishment of 
participatory and representative institutions envisaged in the 
Constitutive Act being given a priority; 

• the commitment of the African Union to the principle of gender 
equity is fundamental. Among other measures, the Pan African 
Parliament should meet tb e Beijing commitment of a minimum 
30 percent representation of women and other African Union 
structures and institutions should endeavour to replicate this; 

• civil society participation in the African Union should be a 
priority and annual meetings of civil society should be 
convened prior to the African Union summit. The African 
Union should establish an Economic, Social and Cultural 
Council as a consultation mechanism for liaison with 
stakeholders; 

• Africa should move towards a common citizenship, through the 
initial steps of harmonizing citizenship, naturalization, 
immigration and employment laws, and through progressively 
removing restrictions on travel; 
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• Africa needs to strengthen the basic principle of the 
Constitutive Act of the African Union, namely the suspension 
of governments that come to power through unconstitutional 
means from participation in the activities oftbe Union; and 

• regional and subregional organizations, governments, the media 
and other stakeholders have a duty to provide information about 
all aspects of the African Union to the generality of African 
people as widely as possible, using all media and all languages. 

11. The success of ADF III would be evaluated based on the extent to 
which the views of the wide range of stakeholders present in Addis Ababa 
would be taken into account in the building of the AU. 

12. The theme of ADF IV would be Governance for a Progressing 
Africa. For further information on ADF refer to the paper entitled "Creating 
the African Development Forum (ADF)". Also see web site 
(http://www.uneca.orgiadjiiilabtadf.htm). 

3. ECA Project on Monitoring Governance 

13. Governance is broadly defined as "the exercise of political power to 
manage a nation's affairs ... It encompasses the state's institutional and 
structural arrangements, decision-making processes, and implementation 
capacity, and the relationship between government officials and the public." 

14. The objectives oftbe ECA Project on Monitoring Governance are to 
provide a mechanism for monitoring the success of efforts at creating and 
sustaining capable states that are supportive of broad-based growth, 
sustainable development and poverty reduction; to promote a broad measure 
of consensus on what constitutes a capable state; to have a better 
understanding of governance processes, mechanisms, and policies and 
promote an analytically founded dialogue on governance; to maintain 
governance issues on agenda of policy-makers; and to assist in institutional 
capacity assessment by identifying capacity gaps and propose relevant 
interventions, actions and programmes to address them. 

15. The ECA identified a cluster of governance indicators, which were 
field tested in Benin and South Africa with fairly robust outcomes. Since 
2000, ECAhas been working with national research institutions to implement 
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country level surveys in 14 countries. These include Algeria, Benin, 
Botswana, Ghana, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria. Senegal, 
South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda. A pre-launch workshop with 
collaborating institutions and partners was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
from15-17 October 2001. 

16. A second group of 16 countries for which data and research on 
governance is to be collected include, Burkina Paso, Cameroon, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Eritrea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Morocco, Swaziland, Tunisia. Zambia and Zimbabwe. The period 
of November 2001 to August 2002 will be for data collection, processing, 
analysis, and dissemination at the national level. The final country reports 
are expected to be produced by end of October 2002. Based on the above, the 
first Africa Governance Report is expected to be prepared during the end of 
2002, an important document that will be launched at ADF IV to be held in 
the first quarter 0[2003. 

17. The survey instruments, to be implemented in all 30 countries of the 
project, are designed to obtain information on the state of governance in 
Africa as reflected in the political, economic, and social life and institutions 
of African countries. Three clusters of instruments have been designed and 
refer to as C I, C2 and C3 to obtain data and information on governance in the 
countries. 

• C I---seeks expert opinion from an expert panel, it is therefore 
an opinion-based and it will be used to coHeet responses from 
appropriately represented segments of experts knowledgeable 
on the issues under each of the three clusters included in the 
survey. 

• C2---seeks the perception of the general adult population, it is 
shorter, and is intended to be used by collaborating research 
institutions in a representative sample survey. 

• C3---seeks factual infonnation and hard data through 
investigations to be carried out by each of the collaborating 
research institutions. It will be employed to collect relevant 
information and data on the institutionaJ and constitutional 
aspect of various issues covered in the survey. 

18. The objective in eland C2 is to get perceptions about governance, 
and C3 is to get additional facts to reinforce the perceptions, particularly 
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those in Cl. To ensure wide ownership and effective participation, 
stakeholders' workshops to launch the proje(;t at the national level are 
planned. Simjlar workshops are planned at the end of the exercise to review 
and discuss national country reports. 

4. Annual Regional Consultations of UN Agencies Working 
in Africa 

19. As part of the refonn of the United Nations (UN), the UN Secretary 
General recommended in 1998 that regional consultations be convened by the 
Executive Se(;retary of ECA on an annual basis to improve coordination and 
collaboration among UN agencies engaged in regional and inter-country 
activities. United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
subsequently endorsed this recommendation in Resolution 1998/40. 

20. The first Annual Regional Consultation of UN System Agencies 
Working in Africa was held on 5 March 1999 in Nairobi, Kenya. The 
meeting, attended by representatives of twenty-three agencies, reviewed the 
existing coordination me(;hanisms and discussed the priority regional and 
illter-countryprograms of the UN in Africa. 

21. The second annual meeting of the Regional Consultation of UN 
System Agencies Working in Africa was held from 26 to 27 June 2000 at the 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and was 
attended by representatives of twenty-one UN system agencies, including the 
Bretton Woods Institutions. Agreements were reached around the following 
five areas: (i) supporting sustainable peace and poverty reduction; (ii) 
deepening collaborative action by the UN in the SIA priority clusters of 
health, education, water, governance, and infonnation technology; (iii) 
devoting a special session to the theme of the ECA-initiated ADF; (iv) 
utilizing fully the complementarities among the various country level 
instruments - such as the Common Country Assessments (CCA), the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), Comprehensive 
Development Framework (CDF), and PRSP; and (v) streamlining and 
improving the quality of the reporting on the UN's work in Africa. 

22. The third meeting of the Annual Regional Consultations of UN 
Agencies Working in Africa took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 29 to 
30 October 2001. The meeting was held against the backdrop of several 
recent policy developments, namely, the adoption of the New African 
rnitiative (recently renamed the New Partnership for Africa's Development 
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(NEPAD) by OAU Heads of State and Government in Lusaka in July 2001~ 
the HJgh Level Segment of ECOSOC and the Spring session of the ACC in 
which it was concluded at both meetings that, the UN agencies should unite 
to provide a coherent approach in their support of this African led and owned 
initiative; and finally, the recent ACC meeting held in New York which 
requested ECA to act as the focal point for the UN support in Africa to 
NEPAD. 

23. ECA has been requested to prepare reports on priority sectors 
identified in NBP AD. These will provide a status overview of the UN system 
and will be sent to the respective agencies for their inputs and comments. 
They will then be forwarded to the NEP AD secretariat in Pretoria. It was 
mentioned that NEP AD recognizes that the PRSP is the framework for action 
and that this process involves civil society. The work on economic and 
corporate governance is at the centre ofNEPAD, and ECA is undertaking a 
major study in this regard. Furthermore, the Secretary-GeneraL at the recent 
ACC meeting in New York, continned that ECA should be the focal 
institution for the UN support to NEP AD in Africa and that it would report to 
the High Level Committee on Programmes (HLCP) in this regard. 

5. North African Investment Forum 

24. In implementing the decisions and recommendations of the 15th 

Meeting of the Inter-governmental Committee of Experts and endorsed by 
the secretariat of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), the Subregional 
Development Centre for North Africa (SRDC-NA) successfully organized 
the North Africa Investment Forum at Casablanca, from 5 to 7 February 
2002. The Forum was held within the context of the recent strong advocacy 
by leaders and private sector organizations to strengthen regional cooperation 
and integration in North Africa, including in the framework of the Arab 
Maghreb Union. The Forum also responded to the on-going reflections by 
providing a comprehensive "Capital Flows Initiative" an important 
component in the NEPAD. 

25. The Forum was an unprecedented event) and was placed under the 
auspices of the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Morocco, H.E. Mr. 
Abderahman Youssoufi. Several high-level officials and eminent 
personalities attended the Forum, including governments, private sector 
organizations and civil society. 
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26. The Forum addressed four sub-themes, namely, the context and 
trend of investment flows; on-going economic reforms and opportunities 
created; financing investments; and the strengthening of the private sector. 
The two breakout sessions consisting of the Round Table of women 
entrepreneurs and a focus group on Human Capital further enhanced the 
deliberations of the Forum. The Consensus Statement of the Forum 
articulated three major policy recommendations aimed at: (i) the creation 
and/or consolidation of the economic and social context that will attract 
investments to North Aftican countries; (ii) the adoption by North African 
countries of a proactive investment promotion policy and measures; and (iii) 
supporting the implementation of the recommendations for the way forward. 

27. Both in terms of level participation and the pertinence of the 
recommendations, the Forum could be said to have been very successful. A 
self-assessment indicated, however, that the Forum hardly discussed 
priorities in strengthening regional integration in North Africa with the 
objective of creating a larger market for the attraction of investments. The 
market aspect of promoting investments appeared to bearing critical 
importance in view of the little results produced by the efforts reported by 
individual countries. 

28. As the thrust of the recommendations made by the Forum was very 
similar to that of the recommendations made by the Round Table on the 
"Role of the Private Sector in the Development of the Arab Maghreb Union 
countries" (January 2002), it would have been appropriate bringing those to 
the attention of the Forum. 

9 
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III. Major Flagship Publications 

29. Some recent programmatic developments and initiatives at ECA has 
led to the launching of some new tlagship pUblications as well as a 
reorientation of existing ones. These include the launching of the Annual 
Report on Integration in Africa (ARIA) 2002; the Economic Report on Africa 
(ERA); the African Women's Report (AWR) and the African Governance 
Report (AGR). 

1. The Launching of the Annual Report on Integration in 
Africa 2002 

30. The draft overview of the Annual Report on Integration in Africa 
(ARIA 2002), to be published later in the year represents the preliminary 
findings of more than two years of research and analysi s at ECA. The 
Report, which ECA intends to produce each year, has several objectives. It 
hopes to establish the analytical tools, methods, and benchmarks for tracking 
integration in Africa's subregions. It also hopes to provide a framework to 
assist countries, regional economic communities, the OAU, the African 
Union, and other entities in positioning their engagements and 
responsibilities. Prepared in close consultation with national and regional 
stakeholders, the report thus hopes to become an authoritative reference on 
Africa's integration. 
31. The Report will appraise the full spectrum of integration in Africa, 
using careful designed indicators of achievement for the region and the many 
regional economic communities, based on goals set out in regional and 
subregional commitments. Drawing on these findings, the Report intends to 
provide lessons and action-oriented recommendations for addressing 
constraints and formulating policies. The first Report is very much a work in 
progress. It spells out some of the main reasons for African integration. It 
examines the performance of the regional economic communities as building 
blocks for Africa's integration. It then looks at the general trends towards 
integration. It assesses the key sectors of trade, policy discipline, 
infrastructure, industry, and agriculture, describing progress by the individual 
economic communities. And, it presents the highlights from the African 
Integration Indicators, a new contribution to help understand progress. 

32. The draft concludes "With some questions to set the stage for the way 
forward. Where does integration stand today? What are the big issues to be 
addressed in trade, macro convergence, infrastructure, industry, agriculture, 
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and institutions? What should be the action plan for moving ahead with the 
African Union, and how should it relate to the regional economic 
communities and to national governments? Geared to the needs of senior 
policymakers, the draft presented at the ADF III served as a basis for 
discussion, to frame what appear to be the most important issues, and to elicit 
answers to the many questions posed. The consultations at the Forum win 
inform the content and preparation of the final Report. 

2. The Economic Report on Africa (ERA) 2002 

33. As in the past, the various editions of the Economic Report on 
Africa (ERA) normally reviewed the performance of the region's economy 
during the past year and considered the prospects for the short and medium 
term. In 2000, ERA reviewed the performance over the previous year and the 
challenges facing African policymakers, which was evaluated from the 
perspective of reducing poverty by half over the next decade and half In 
2001, ERA reported that on current trends Africa would not achieve the 
target of reducing poverty by half by 2015 and proposed a new development 
agenda for Africa based on the need for a structural transformation of African 
economiCS. 

34. The Economic Report on Africa 2002 builds on the innovative 
approach adopted in ERA 2000 in terms of developing sustainability indices 
and undertaking a thematic study of an issue that is key to Africa's growth 
and poverty reduction. The theme of the ERA 2002 is Emerging 
Technologiesfor Sustainable Development. The report consists of two parts, 

35. The first part analyses recent economic developments in the region 
and sub-regions and provides medium-tenn forecasts for key economic 
variables. The analysis also incorporates the impacts of global developments 
including that of the synchronized economic slowdown in industrial 
countries, trade, investment, and Overseas Development Assistance. There 
are 8 chapters. Chapter I discusses the regional economic performance ill a 
global context. Chapters 2-8 contain detailed country studies that analyze 
recent macroeconomic and structural policy refunns and their impacts on 
economic growth. macro stability, and poverty reduction. The country studies 
focus on South Africa, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Kenya, Nigeria, Morocco, and 
Guinea. 

36. The second part of the report deals with the cha11enges of achieving 
sustainable growth, and how Africa can make use of emerging technologies 
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to overcome these challenges. Chapters 9-11 find that the environment in 
Africa is fragile and deteriorating rapidly. It is characterized by widespread 
land degradation and desertification; loss of arable and grazing 1 and; 
declining soil productivity, loss of biodiversity; pollution and depletion of 
freshwater resources; and deteriorating air quality (especially in urban areas). 
In this context, Environmental Sustain ability Indicators for Africa are 
computed to assess status at country-level. Chapters 12-14 focus on new and 
emerging technologies that can reverse the decline in the environment and 
spur sustainable development. The focus is on: (i) efforts to modernize 
agriculture through the use of crop biotechnology, (ii) the sustainable use of 
the natural resource base through the adoption of clean energy technologies; 
and (iii) tack1ing diseases that accentuate poverty by exploiting advances in 
molecular and genetic engineering. 

3. The African Women's Report (AWR) 2003 

37. The African women's Report (AWR) is one ofECA's four flagship 
pUblications and the only publication dedicated to gender issues at the 
continental level. Six years after the Beijing World Conference on Women, 
the challenge is to develop an index that measures the implementation of the 
Dakar and Beijing P1atforms of Action looking at the various issues such as 
participation, empowerment, equality and equity. This calls for the definition 
of the relevant variables that will capture the experiences and achievements 
in the African region. 

38. The African Centre for Gender and Development (ACGD) is 
proposing that the 2003 issue of A WR will introduce the African Gender and 
Development Index (AGDI). The index will measure gender inequality and 
inequitjes within Governance. It will weigh a combination of different 
variables that will be defined by a group of experts. Each of the variables 
will have a score that will be used to define the level of progress. 
Subsequently, the index will be used to measure gender equality in specific 
subject matters to be selected among the priority areas of the Dakar and 
Beijing Platforms for Action and related areas of development. More 
specifically, as a strategic information and communication tool, the 
objectives of the A WR 2003 are aimed at: 
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• introducing an African Gender and Development Index 
(AGDJ) as a measure of gender equality, equity and gaps 
between men and women; 
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• providing a baseline for measuring progress on the impact of 
the implementation of the Dakar and Beijing Platfonns for 
Action; 

• reporting on progress, best practices and new priorities on the 
status of women in Africa; and 

• stimulating the development of gender impact indicators. 

39. Activities relating to the development of the AGDI and the 
production of the A WR will include the collection and analysis of existing 
indices; the definition of the Gender Development Index; a review of the 
draft index by a panel of advisors; and field trials of the index. The report 
will be disseminated to stakeholders in Africa and outside the continent. The 
user list will be targeted to governments, institutions and individuals who 
work in the areas of gender and development and those making use of such 
infonnation. Follow-ups will be made with the stakeholders on the 
usefulness of the index and the user-response will be the basis of the A WR 
for 2004. 

4. The African Governance Report (AGR) 2003 

40. As already mentioned above, ECA Project on Monitoring 
Governance will lead to the production of the African Governance Report 
(AGR) whose overall objectives are: (i) to provide a mechanism for 
monitoring the success of efforts at creating and sustaining capable states that 
are supportive of broad-based growth, sustainable development and poverty 
reduction; (ii) to promote a broad measure of consensus on what constitutes a 
capable state; (iii) to have a better understanding of governance processes, 
mechanisms, and policies and promote an analytically founded dialogue on 
governance; (iv) to maintain governance issues on agenda of policy-makers; 
and (v) to assist in institutional capacity assessment by identifying capacity 
gaps and propose relevant interventions, actions and programmes to address 
them. 

41. The AGR will be a synthesis of approximately 30 African country 
reports on the state of governance in the respective countries. It will focus on 
four aspects of governance, namely, political representation; institutional 
effectiveness and accountability, economic management; and institutional 
capacity building and governance. It is hoped that in subsequent 

13 



ECA/SRDC-CUl2002lInf. 1 

publications, countries not included in the first round of monitoring 
governance will be brought on board. The AGR will be issued at regular 
intervals and will serve as a monitoring instrument on progress made towards 
good governance in the continent. 
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IV. ECA's Support to the Implementation of 
the New Partnership for Africa's 
Development (NEPAD) 

42. The origins of NEP AD dates "back to important milestones in 1999 
and 2000. In 1999, Presidents Bouteflika (AJgeria), Mbeki (South Africa), 
and Obasanjo (Nigeria) were at the time~ the Chairmen of the OAU, the Non
Aligned Movement and the G-77 respectively, and they seized the 
opportunity of their nnique positions to address the problems of peace, 
security as well as poverty and underdevelopment in Africa. This led the 
three Presidents to spearhead the Millennium Partnership for the African 
Recovery Plan (MAP). This was followed soon after by the Omega Plan 
sponsored by President Wade of Senegal. 

43. In response to the implementation of the Millennium Declaration 
adopted by the United Nations Millennium Summit in September 2000, ECA 
developed a Compact jor Africa's Recovery, which underscored the urgent 
need for Africa to continue along the path of political and economic reforms, 
while advocating support from Africa's development partners to support the 
continent's development efforts. In addition to the Millennium Declaration, 
the MAP and Omega Plans were inspired by the need to launch Africa on a 
path of sustained growth and development in the nevi century and based on 
the promise that Africa must assume the primaryresponsibiIity for that effort. 

44. In view of the desire of Africa's political leaders to have a unified 
African initiative as a basis for collective interaction with the internationa1 
community, the Joint ECA Conference of African Ministers of Finance and 
ofEtonomic Development and Planning mandated ECA to provide technical 
support in the process of merging the initiatives---a task with which ECA has 
been actively involved since May 2001. Both initiatives has since been 
merged, and at a meeting of the Heads of State held in Abuja, Nigeria in 
October 200 I, the unified initiative was renamed New Partnership for 
Africa's Development (NEPAD). 

45. In NEPAD, African leaders are seeking renewal, a new beginning 
and a strategic direction for their continent in the 21st century. NEPAD's 
central thesis is that Africa's development depends on its full participation in 
the global economy, that this requires a combination ofrefonns in Africa and 
assistance from other countries. Priority areas identified in the NEP AD 
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include (a) restoration of peace, security and stability, (b) entrenchment of 
good governance; (c) resumption of accelerated growth and sustainable 
development (d) reduction of poverty and income inequaIi~ (e) 
consolidation of democratic gains and strengthening democratic institutions 
and StructUTes~ (f) rehabilitation and construction ofinfrastructural facilities; 
(g) redefinition of the relationship with partners; (h) reconfiguration of the 
global financial architecture~ and (i) bridging the digital divide between the 
North and South. 

46. In return for the promised reforms, the developed countries are 
expected to commit themselves to minimum levels of development and 
financial assistance and provide market access for Africa's exports. The 
over arching goal ofNEP AD is to achieve accelerated and sustainable growth 
for the eradication of poverty on the continent. This requires enhanced 
partnership with all African stakeholders and chiefly the private sector and 
the rest of the world. 

47. ECA has worked closely with the political leaders in the articulation 
and subsequent merger of the various plans into a single, unified African 
initiative by providing technical backstopping to the merger process. The first 
meeting of the Preparatory Committee was held on 19 JaIlUary 2002 while a 
review workshop to develop a detail Programme of Action with firm 
proposals and programmes was held in Benoni, Republic of South Africa 
from 24-27 January 2002. Prior to the workshop held in South Africa, the 
secretariat of ECA hosted a brainstorming workshop of the NEP AD cluster 
on economic and corporate governance and capital flows in January 2002. 
ECA, in collaboration with ADB, is also actively engaged in the preparations 
for the proposed Conference on Financing NEP AD to be hosted by Senegal 
as from 15-17 April 2002 under the theme of the "Dakar Conference on the 
Participation of the Private Sector on funding NEP AD." 

48. Finally, it should be noted that the Steering Committee ofNEPAD 
and the Personal Representatives of the G8 Heads of State and Government 
met on 7 December 2001 in Addis Ababa and on 14 February 2002 in Cape 
Town. The G8 Representatives and the NEP AD Heads of State 
Implementation Committee (HSIC) have underlined the importance they 
attach to the work assigned to the ECA on developing guidelines and codes 
on economic and corporate governance. These guidelines and standards will 
form a key component of the peer review mechanism, which is central to the 
concepts of African ownership of NEP AD, on one hand, and of enhanced 
partnership between African countries and their international partners, on the 
other. 
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v. Major Events Scheduled for 2002 

• Third meeting of the Committee on Natural Resources and 
Science and Technology, March 2002, Dates to be determined, 
Algiers, Algeria. 

• Joint Conference of African Ministers of Finance and Ministers 
responsible for Economic and Social Development Planning. 
May 2002, venue to be determined. 

• Third meeting of the Working Group for the follow-up to the 
DakarlNgor Declaration/International Conference on 
Population and Development. 29-31 May 2002, Dakar, 
Senegal. 

• Meeting on World Trade Organization (WTO) agreements in 
agriculture, 23-25 June 2002, UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Training workshops for the African Gender Development Index 
field trial team leaders from ten countries, July 2002, Dates to 
be determined, UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Meeting on the African Infonnation Society Initiative (AS!). 
July 2002, Dates to be determined, ONCe, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

• Meeting on the feasibility of monetary unions in African 
regional economic communities, 8-10 October 2002, UNee, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Meeting of the Committee on Women, October 2002, UNCC, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Symposium on geo-information awareness rmsmg and 
development of geographic Infrastructure, October 2002, Date 
to be determined, UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Meeting on the globalization of labour markets: challenges, 
adjustment and policy responses in Africa, 5-7 November 
2002, UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
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• External validation of African Women Report, November 2002, 
Dates to be determined, UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

• Second meeting of the Committee on Industry and private sector 
development, November 2002, Dates and venue to be Determined. 

• Ninth session of the Inter-agency Group on Water in Africa (lGWA), 
November 2002, Dates to be determined, Nairobi, Kenya. 

• Capacity building workshop in gender policy analysis for 
SRDCIWA, SRDCINA, SRDCIEA, SRDCICA, SRDL/'SA, November 
2002, Dates and venues to be Determined. 



ECAlSRDC-CUl2002/In( 1 

VII. Other Useful Web Sites and Reading 
Materials 

1. Web Sites 

• http://www. uneca. orgl adfiii! abtadfhtm 

• http://www.uneca.org/unsia 

• http://www.bellanet.org/partnersJaisi/nici 

2. Reading Materials 

• Forging Partnership for Africa's Future: A Prospectus for a 
Renewed ECA, ECA, March 1997. 

• The ECA and Africa: Accelerating a Continent Development, 
BCA,1999 

• Economic Report on Africi4 ECA, 2000. 

• Transforming Africa's Economies: Overview, ECA, 2000, 

• Perspective on Africa's Development: selected speeches by 
K.Y. Amo ako , Executive Secretary, Economic Commission for 
Africa, May 2000. 

• Partnership Africa: A Synopsis of the ECA Framework for 
Cooperation, EeA, 2001. 
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