
United Nations

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

Distr. LIMITED

ECA/ FSSD/CSD/99/6

December 1998

Original: ENGLISH

Economic Commission For Africa

First Meeting of the Committee

on Sustainable Development

Addis-Ababa, 25-29 January 1999

REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF FOOD

SECURITY AND SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 1996-1998 AND

THE APPROVED WORK PROGRAMME FOR

19 99



A. ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE YEARS 1996-1998

(a) Activities in 1996

1 The Secretariat's activities at the beginning of the period under review were largely
characterized by radical reforms of on-going strategies aimed at promoting food security and
sustainable development. To this end, most of its outputs in the 1996-97 programme budget were
refashioned to suit its new development philosophy.resulting in clustering, integrating or linking
the disparate outputs in the 1996-97 programme budget so as to enhance their contribution to food

security and sustainable development.

2. Areas of focus during the year were poverty alleviation, food security, problems and
prospects of large-scale irrigation, embodiment of environmental considerations in planning and
policy strategies, resource mobilization for rural development; and building-up of critical
capacities in related fields. Another area of focus was that of human settlement. The Secretariat

participated, in the organization and servicing of the Regional Ministerial Meeting for Africa
preparatory to the Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlement (Habitat II), which
was held in Istanbul (Turkey) from 3-14 June 1996 at which the Johannesburg Declaration on the

African common position for Habitat II was adopted.

3. The declaration expresses the need for adequate shelter for all and for sustainable human

settlement development, especially for the urban poor and other vulnerable groups in the region.
The Secretariat also prepared a regional report on the state of human settlements in Africa (1996)

and the Continental Shelter Atlas with Shelter Afrique.

4. Pursuant to resolution 757 (XXVIII) establishing the Conference of African Ministers

Responsible for Sustainable Development and Environment the Secretariat convened the first
session of this in Addis Ababa from 8-9 March 1996. The Conference discussed at this session a

number of issues covering such areas as poverty alleviation, non-conventional food resources,

human settlement policies and the implementation of Agenda 21.

5. Apart from the technical divisions, the Secretariat's Multidisciplinary Advisory Groups

(MRAG) continued to be the main vehicles for providing technical assistance support and
advisory services to member states and intergovernmental organizations (IGOs). Technical

advisory services were provided in such areas as in-land water transportation; subregional

cooperation in lake basin development; formulation of development priorities, programmes and

projects; food and agricultural development; rural development as well as science and technology.

6. Earlier in the period renewed efforts were also made to strengthen functional
collaborations with other United Nations agencies and regional intergovernmental organizations.

Simultaneously, attempts were made to monitor the progress in the implementation of plans of
action emanating from global conferences in various substantive areas. The Secretariat began

preparing studies on the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International

Conference on Population and Development (ICPD-94); convened an experts/NGOs workshop on

the Dakar/Ngor Declaration and ICPD-94; participated in the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB missions of

the African Population Commission to assess national experiences in plan implementation in some

member states, namely Senegal, South Africa and Zimbabwe in the implementation of the above

declaration and programme of action.





7. The UNDP continued to provide financial and technical support to the Secretariat's project

activities in sustainable agriculture and environmental rehabilitation launched in the northern

regions of Ethiopia. The collaboration with the UNFPA was on issues pertaining to population as

well as on the management of Institute de formation et de recherche demographioue (TFORDVand

the Regional Institute for Population Studies (RIPS). The Secretariat collaborated with the FAO

in the field.;of food and agricultural development and with the CSD in the implementation of

.Agenda 21 at the regional level. . .

8. In the areas of agriculture, some activities were carried out. Sensitization missions were

mounted to some African countries to ameliorate fish farming industries. One of the outcomes of

these was the preparation of a report entitled "Tanzania Coastline Survey for Preliminary Shrimp

Site Selection." On top of this, several outputs were produced. These included a study on the

evolution of markets for West African fish products discussing, inter-alia. the impact on food

security of the GATT Agreement, the devaluation of the CFA franc and the decline of the

industrial pelagic fisheries resources. Various staff papers and monographs were also completed

on such important themes as contributions of other sectors to food security, fisheries resources and

food security and protein-energy malnutrition.

9. As the reform and renewal exercise gained momentum, the diverse activities carried out

earlier gradually narrowed down to the domains of food security and sustainable development.

This trend sharpened the focus of the Secretariat's activities and geared them to four specific areas

formerly under the jurisdiction of four separate technical divisions. These areas were population,

agriculture, environment including human settlement and science and technology. The activities

of those four divisions were constituted into the activities of the Secretariat's Food Security and

Sustainable Development Division created at the beginning of 1997.

■ (b) Activities in 1997

10. In the context of this new development, a number of activities continued to be

implemented. These embraced the preparation of several policy reports and the convening of

meetings, seminars and workshops. The thrust of these activities was largely that of sensitizing of

policy-makers to the interrelationships existing among the sectors of food, population,

environment and human settlement in development planning; in improving water resources

management; in reinforcing cooperation among various UN agencies dealing with sustainable

development; and in the application.of science and technology in related fields. ;

11. The policy reports covered such diversified issues as the harmonization of population and

economic growth rates in member countries; best practices in the fields of food security and

human settlements; capacity-building for the implementation of the Habitat II Agenda, and the

linkages between agriculture and population on the one hand and environment on the other. A

particular accent was also placed on the diagnosis of specific issues encompassing the impact of

environmental hazards on health and urban development as well as on policy reponses aimed at

creating sustainable cities in Africa. An overview of the progress made in the implementation.of

Agenda.21 emanating from the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro was also provided. In addition, an

assessment of the progress made in combating desertification in North Africa was undertaken,

12. For the eastern and southern African subregion, a study, was carried out on. the potential

contributions of non-conventional food resources to food security. A study captioned,"After the

Uruguay Round: Global Challenges and Africa's Response in Selected Areas" was completed

jointly with the Centre for Global Trade Analysis of Purdue University (USA). The study was



intended .to enhance African capacity in analyzing trade arrangements at all levels, especially ,as

they relate to agricultural production and food security.

-13.."' .Improving the capabilities of member States for promoting food security and sustainable

>development. coKtinued Ho be a pivotal segment of the Secretariat's activities. Group training,

workshops an^j seminars were organized for policy-makers and experts working in the areas of

population as well as sustainable development of transboundary water resources, management and

utilization. In the field of science and technology, technical assistance was given to member

States on the follqvy-up to the decisions of the first meeting of the African Regional Conference on

Science and Technology.

14. the Secretariat, in collaboration with the African Development Bank and the Organization

.-of African Unity, assisted in the formulation of regional pilot projects covering five countries'with

a special focus on participatory management of farming systems and soil conservation at the

village, level. The member states of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa

received technical assistance in the formulation of projects dealing with food security and

sustainable development. Four member States (Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe)

were provided with technical assistance in the organization of a network of researchers studying

the magnitude, direction and implications of informal trade in food and agricultural products

acfossjnational frontiers with the promotion of food security in view.

15. i:r;Other crucial activities performed by the Secretariat included its contribution to, and

participation in, the work of the various inter-agency task force on harmonizing UNFPA-funded

projects, and the Commission on Population and Development. Inter-agency consultations were

held on the implementation of Agenda 21 and on the: preparation for the special session of the

General Assembly on the review of Agenda 21. Collaborative efforts were made in the

organization ofFAO's consultative meeting on sustainable development of mountain ecosystems

in Africa.

16. Based on experiences gained and lessons learnt in the implementation of previous

activities, the Work of the Secretariat became more and more refined. Following the establishment

of the Fdqdj, Security and Sustainable Development Division, pronounced efforts were made to

enhance the' understanding of the ihter-relationships or inter-linkages underling the three

substantive sectors of the population, agriculture and environment-including human settlement.

The activities of the Secretariat in the nexus areas came to be organized under four thematic

categories. These were (a) management of nexus issues: policies and approaches; (b) building

capacity for" sustainable development; (c) strengthening the development of inter-state lake and

river basins; and (d) science and technology for sustainable growth.

17. ;, Within the framework of these broad categories, several activities were carried out. "the
most important of these were the preparation of policy papers, the organization of workshops and

the servicing of, or participation in, various meetings or conferences. Collaborative efforts with

various sister organizations in the UN system also continued/The policy papers addressed such

issues as (a) dynamics of food security, populatiorv and environment in Africa; (b) promoting

sustainable development of rurai settlements to stem rural-urban migration; (c) strengthening

employment opportunities in impoverished rural areas; (d) policy briefs on food security,

population and sustainable development; (e) facilitating demographic transition, (f) integrated

'Management of water resources; (g) water resource management with a particular accent on; rain

water harvesting technologies;'(h) the role of bio-technology in increasing agricultural yields; and

(i) a strategic framework for the Secretariat's intervention in science and technology. !



18. Among the objectives of the various policy papers referred to above were developing a

conceptual framework for analyzing the relevant nexus issues as an advocacy tool; assisting

decision-makers and planners in the formulation of rural-based policies and programmes for

sustainable development; identifying and promoting best practices in rural settlement development

planning and management; enhancing awareness and understanding of the inter-related issues of

water resources in a nexus context; identifying, analyzing and assessing the diverse factors

facilitating or hindering declines in mortality, fertility and population growth in selected African

countries; fostering the adoption of a new strategy for the development and application of science

and technology, paying particular attention to bio-technology; and re-orienting the Secretariat's
intervention strategy taking into account its new strategic directions.

19. The papers were intended to benefit a large audience including policy-makers and

development planners, researchers, decision-makers and experts, non-governmental organizations,

and the academia. The research findings discussed in the papers were believed to improve

capabilities in the nexus areas at all levels. They were also expected to bring about significant

improvements in food security policies and strategies as well as in the execution of relevant

programmes and projects. In addition, they were designed to help build up the awareness of all

those concerned with respect to the need for strengthening the role of science and technology and

other relevant nexus-based technologies in the promotion of food security and sustainable
development. : . . ■

20. Along with the preparation of the policy papers, numerous operational activities were

carried out. These included a workshop on capacity-building in developing and implementing

indicators for sustainable development in Africa; a regional stakeholders workshop on food

security and environmental linkages in the Horn of Africa; inter-country training workshop on

population and development planning; post-Habitat African NGOs workshop. Some of these

activities were undertaken in collaboration with other organizations such as the World Resources
Institute and the East African Office of the International Union for the Conservation ofNature.

21. The objectives of the workshops were enhancing skills in the development of indicators for

monitoring and evaluating the implementation of policies and programmes in the nexus fields:

highlighting causal linkages and relationships underlying food security and the environment;

identifying regional food security issues, needs, initiatives and stakeholders, exploring priority
options and possible approaches to address food security and environmental concerns in the Horn

of Africa; sharing experiences in soil fertility research; and preparing a soil fertility management
project along with a project concept document for Ethiopia.

(c) Activities in 1998

22. A watershed in the achievement of the Secretariat at the beginning of 1998 was the

organization of a technical seminar at which the PEDA computers simulation Model was
developed. This model was intended to facilitate the comprehension, within a holistic framework,
of the interlinkages between population (P), environment (E), socio-economic development (D)

and agriculture (A) and to demonstrate the impact of different policy options on national strategies
aimed at ensuring food security and sustainable development in Africa.

23. The Secretariat continued to participate in several meetings and conferences contributed to
the activities of various inter-agency committees and task forces. These embraced the United

Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Development (UNCSTD); the second United
Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II); the Inter-Agency Committee on
Sustainable Development; expert group meeting on development of non-conventional water
resources and appropriate technology for groundwater management in the Economic and Social



Commission for Western Asia region; Governing Council of the'United Nations Regional Institute

for Population Studies (RIPS); first meeting of the ad-hoc gro'tip of experts on science and

technology for food security and sustainable development; and 4Ke meeting of the Governing

■ Organ tof the African'Regional Centre for Technology. Collaborative efforts with many Vf.the

sister organizations in the UN system also continued on such activities as the exchange of data or

information and the servicing of, or participation in, meetings, conferences,"' seminars and

workshops. ;:

24. ; During the year the Secretariat's nexus-based strategies further crystallized into four

thematic areas, which constituted (a) transition from low to high productivity agriculture;"(b)

transition from high to lower population growth rates, (c) transition from poor..,to better

stewardship of the environment; and (d) application of science and technology for sustainable

development. In this "context, a variety of activities were performed: An expeHjgrqup 'seminar" on

nexus issues was organized. At this seminar the PEDA model referred to earlier waJsvdiscussed in

detail. In preparation for ICPD+5, some activities were also' undertaken. .:,Triese included'Xa)

assessing the implementation of!the DND and ICPD-PA in all-"African'"countries based on a

country questionnaire; best practices and success stories in relation to the Implementation of the

DND and ICPD-PA in 12 African countries; (c) reporting on the findings emanating from items

(a) and (b) to the Committee on Sustainable Development; and (d) cbntributing to the preparation

of a draft paper on the African common position relating to the ICPD+5, already submitted for

endorsement to the Summit of African heads of state and government.

25. In addition, some reports were prepared for presentation to the meeting of the Committee

on Sustainable Development. These covered the following areas (a) issues and challenges

associated with the transition from high to lower fertility and mortality in Africa, (b) mid-term

review and appraisal of the DND and ICPD-PA achievements, drawbacks and perspectives;.'(c)

the implementation of the food security aspects of Agenda;21 and the World Food Summit Plan of

Action; (d) follow-up of the national implementation of the Habitat Agenda and Agenda '21; (e)

best practices; and (f) the status of indigenous technologies in Africa.

26. Parallel to this, a few publications of a technical nature were finalized. These dealt with

(a) poverty, food security arid'environmental linkages; (b) issue's and options in integrated water

resources management in selected African countries (Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana and Lesotho);

(c) best practices in science'-and technology (compendia); (d) science'and Technology in the

renewed ECA; (e) role and potential of indigenous technology for sustainable food "security; and
(f) approaches to the management of the nexuV focusing on best practices in countries like

Ethiopia.

27. The publications were designed to help African countries attain a number of objectives.

The publication of poverty, food security and environmental linkages paid particular attention to

policy challenges in selected environmentally fragile areas in Africa. It unveiled the interlocking

issues linking poverty, food security and the1 environment and proposed measures for alleviating

poverty and for promoting food security. A major'output expected from this was a package of

improved policies geared to poverty alleviation and food security. ' '""

28. The publication on issues and options in integrated water resources management, which

was an outcome of in-depth studies by locally recruited consultants, was intended to provide an

overview of related issues on the subject with special emphasis on situations prevailing in the five

countries referred to earlier. The publication on science and technology in the renewed EpA

detailed.the Secretariat's functions in the field. Its preparation was proposed bythe first meeting,

of the ad-hoc group of experts. It was intended to sensitize member States to'the'Secretariat's new

directions in the field of science and technology.



29. The purpose of the publication on best practices in science and technology was to identify

and bridge apparent gaps in the field bearing in mind the requirements of food security and

sustainable development. The publication, which was in the form of compendia, was packaged in

a print format. It was also available in electronic format which was simple, but detailed enough
for users. The content of this publication (compendia) formed part of the database to be made

available on the Internet for up-dating easy accessibility and use by stakeholders.

30. The publication on the role and potential of indigenous technology for sustainable food

security sought to propose a plan of action in related fields. It was expected to attract the attention

of policy-makers, who might be instrumental in the dissemination and application of the required

technologies. The publication on approaches to the management of the nexus identified and

synthesized best practices for replication by other African countries.

31... Side by side with these publications, four policy briefs were completed. The most salient

issues dealt with in the policy briefs were (a) food security, population and sustainable

development; (b) ICPD+5 and its policy implications for African countries; (c) science and

technology for sustainable development in Africa; and (d) the state of the environment and water

resources ip. Africa. The purpose of all these was to heighten the awareness of policy-makers in

the nexus areas. In particular the brief on science and technology outlined past approaches and

delineated the Secretariat's new visions, orientations and interests from a programmatic view

point.

32. As in previous cases, important measures were taken to ameliorate national capacities and

to exchange experiences with stakeholders by organizing, servicing or participating in numerous

meetings, seminars, workshops, dialogues or working groups. Among the most significant

meetings at which the Secretariat actively participated were the working groups of the third

follow-up committee on the implementation of the Dakar/Ngor Declaration (DND) and

Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD-

PA), the first session of the Committee on Sustainable Development and an expert group seminar

on nexus issues to which the PEDA model was presented.

33. The Secretariat also participated at the meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee of

Experts of the Lusaka-based Subregional Development Centre (SRDC) through which it informed

participants of the new. approach to sustainable development by discussing the interlinked.issues

of population, agriculture and the environment. The issues raised at the meeting were expected to

bring about improved capacities in the management of nexus issues.

34. Moreover, the. Secretariat participated in other meetings. These were (a) the regional

consultation on the global environment outlook (GEO2) organized by the UNEP, which reviewed

the state of the environment in Africa, the current environmental policy initiatives, the multilateral

environmental agreements and the emerging environmental issues, (b) the first forum on climate

prediction and its application in the early warning systems for food security in West Africa

(PRESAQ) organized by the African Centre of Meteorological Application for Development

(ACMAD) to which a paper on "building partnership for food security and climate information"

was presented; (c) the post-Habitat II African NGOs workshop during which the Secretariat's

activities ,in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda were discussed; (d) the regional

stakeholders' workshops on environmental impact assessment capacity-building for sub-Saharan

Africa to which a report on the "economic outlook for Africa and its implications for

environmental assessment" was. presented; and (e) an expert group on strategic approaches to

fresh water management, which served as a basis for .preparing the sixth session of • the



Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) to which a report on "strategic, issues-of

freshwater management in Africa" was presented. ; .;..;■ . .. . ...

3:5. .. ,;;A;rSeminar on environmental and natural resources accounting was also convened. The

overall ..objective of the seminar was to identify, capture and. utilize resources rents for economic

development effectively. The seminar brought together thirty-four participants from eleven

member countries, five UN organizations and four institutions outside the UN system. One of its

signifiga'rvtftGjiievements. was its ability to introduce the system of integrated environmental and

economic;agcounting (SEEA).

36. In ;the: fields of science and technology, a: meeting of an ad-hoc group of experts was

convened. The meeting (a) received compendia of published and unpublished science and

technology research, applications, impacts and best practices in African countries; (b) articulated

critical science a.nd technological issues facing Africa; and (c) launched the ECA's science and

technology network (ESTNET) for Africa, . .

37. . The generation of food security-related data was a significant component . of the

Secretariat's activities. The.data already generated were used as inputs to the workshop on the. .

PEDA model. ,-^hese were anticipated to enhance the Secretariat's advocacy role and to facilitate

the practical application of the PEDA model in member countries.

38. The dialogue brought together some African ministers and other high-level policy-makers

responsible.for science and technology as well as leaders operating in the private sector. The

specific theme of the. dialogue was "science and technology policies and management in Africa".

It highlighted the. Secretariat's understanding of the issues and stimulated executive-level action

with emphasis on leadership, entrepreneurship and commitment to science and technology-driven

development in Africa.

39. Apart from this, two meetings of advisory boards; of policy-makers and, scholars v/ere

organized. One of these was on agriculture and environment while.the other was on.spience and

technology. The purpose of the advisory board meeting on agriculture and environment was to

provide guidance to the .Secretariat on how to bring about an e;ffective:agncultural,transition from

lower to higher agricultural productivity and a transition from.poor, torhgtter stewardship;,of the

environment. The objectives of the advisory board ;rne,eting on science, and?technqlo§y..were tp set

priorities regarding the science and technology needs,of member countries;.advise the. Secretariat

on the modalities of its intervention in member countries; offer guidance, on effective methods of

fund-raising to finance science and technology programmes; and prepare a detailed outline for an

executive dialogue on science and technology for the development of Africa which was later held

.at the Secretariat- s premises.

40. . In performing its;.activities,, the Secretariat made two-pronged collaborative efforts.

Internally, it:strengthened.irv-house collaboration and cooperation. Externally, it reinforced its.ties

with diverse partners within and outside the UN system as it did in earlier phases of the period.

Among the ; most, prominent partners it collaborated with were the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB

Secretariat, UNFPA, IASA, UNPopulation.Division, SRDCs, IFOD, RIPS, IDEP, CEROD, FAO,

UNDP, UNEP, WI, WWF, IUCN, ACMAD,. ARCT, CSIR and TECHNDCON SA. The

Secretariat also collaborated with a number of resource persons.

41... The thematic.areas which constituted a subject of collaboration included practically all the

activities stated above. Typical among, these were the review and appraisal of the DNE^a.nd

ICPD-PA population estimates and projections, the implementation of the reproductive health

project and of the activities of the follow-up committee and the African Population Commission.



42. As part of the celebration of the World Environment Day (5 June 1998), a poster entitled

"For Life on Earth" was prepared and disseminated to member States. Another paper captioned

"Safer Cities - an African Perspective" was prepared in connection with the 1998 World Habitat

Day. Added to this, the synthesized version of the technical publication "Integrated Water

Resource Management - Issues and Options" was to be used as a working document for the

workshop on "integrating wetland and water resources management" to be organized by the

Secretariat in collaboration with WI, WWF and IUCN.

43. Extending its field activities further, the Secretariat continued implementing a special food

security programme focusing on arid, fragile and wetland ecologies. This programme, which

stemmed from the field project in northern Ethiopia, was known as Sustainable Agriculture and

Environmental Rehabilitation Programme (SAERP)/District Agriculture and Rural Development

Integrated Services (DARDIS). The programme had four inter-related mutually reinforcing

objectives. These were (a) increasing production and productivity; (b) rehabilitating the fragile

environment; (c) capacity-building; and (d) enhancing the participation of beneficiaries especially

at the grass-roots level.

44. The primary focus of the SAERP programme was on arid and semi-arid areas. As such,

the basic programme entry-point for achieving the four objectives was the extensive organization

and management of small-scale irrigation in all the arid and semi-arid areas, where hydrological

parameters permit the possibility of introducing community-based, small-scale irrigation. The

design elements of SAERP looked at the following components - watershed management,

irrigation infrastructure (including socio-econornic and social structure), irrigation agronomy, and

human resource management encompassing the organization of water-user associations at the

community level. The design of SAERP was carried out in both Ethiopia and Eritrea, where

aridity prevails.

45. The basic proposition of DARDIS programme was the organization and management of

participatory extension systems to achieve the four objectives stated earlier. The design elements

of DARDIS took into account the identification of felt needs and the potentials for enhancing the

state of agriculture and rural development in Africa. Accordingly the design element addressed

fifteen core areas of development the potentials of which were investigated at the district levels.

These areas included crop production and protection, livestock production and feed security,

fisheries, agriculture, soil conservation, forestry development, wildlife and nature, rural extension,

education, health, women in development, human resource development, population issues,

employment and income. A lot of field work was done on Ethiopia in the context of the

programme. The Secretariat is planning to replicate the operation of the SAERPAVARDIS project

in other African countries like Morocco, Malawi and Kenya.

46. Another important project launched in the period was "renewing POPIN Africa". In this

context, funds provided by UNFPA-sponsored Global Population Information Project enabled the

creation of additional web pages devoted to population activities. This was intended to publish

Africa's population information on the internet site and facilitate access to population literature

and data produced within the region at all levels. A related activity also embarked upon in the

period was that supported by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

the objective of which was to provide development institutions and interested individuals with

access to information on existing projects'and activities pertaining to food security in the countries

of the Horn.



B. PROSPECTS FOR THE YEAR 1999

.47- .. . ..In.the cpming year, intensive efforts will be made to continue implementing activities

associated with, food security and sustainable'development, paying especial attention to the

practical application of the PEDA^rho'del at the national level. Four areas on which particular

emphasis should be laid in this connection include capacity-building in'the management of nexus

issues; information dissemination; review and improvement of scientific and technological know-

how; and strengthening inter-state co-operation.

,48.... Jn order to bring about significant improvements in these areas, a number of specific

outputs are in the pipeline. One,of these is on intra-regional trade in agriculture. The fundamental

objective of this is to examine'the inter-country movement of food commodities, identify physical

and policy constraints hindering this and propose remedial measures as a basis for evolving

regional food security schemes.

4?.; In the 'areas of capacity-building and information dissemination, the specific outputs

envisageci iricludethe organization of training, sieminars and meetings; the provision of advistiry

services; and the preparation of policy briefs. A high-level meeting on the follow-up of Habi'fat II

is scheduled for 1999 and the Secretariat is expected to service this. The Secretariat is also

planning to^co'nvene a senior policy group meeting on sustainable agricultural'-productivity.and

food security. The meeting, which will be organized in collaboration the' Commission of Geodesy

for" Africa''(CGA) and bilateral and multilateral agencies, is expected to disctiss viable apprqac'Hes

and strategies. Two subregional workshops on strategic framework for the application of scie'rice

and "technology will be organized. The SAERP/DARDIS programme will also continue its

operations with these possibly extending to other African countries.

50''"' In addition, two policy briefs on food security, population and sustainable development

will be produced. The purpose of these is to provide up-dated information on new developments

in the nexus areas. Advisory services will be provided on the development of food security

information"'base; the amelioration of integrated national information systems; and policy

formulation and programme development for the promotion of science and technology in Africa.

51. As in the years 1996-1998, the Secretariat will resume reinforcing its functional links with

non-governmental organizations, intergovernmental organizations and agencies in the UN system

in the execution of the1 various activities referred to above including the exchange of information

and the servicing of, or participation in, meetings, seminars and workshops. Among these are the

Institut de formation et de recherche demongraphiques (IFORD), the International Livestock

Research Institute (JQJRI), the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), the World

Meteorological Organization (WMO), the North^ African Development Information System

(NADIS) the West African Development Information System (WADIS), the Centra! African

Development Information System (CADIS) the East African Development Information System

(EABIS), the Southern African Development Information System'(SADIS, the African Regional

Centre for Engineering,-'Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM); and the African Regional

Organization for Standardization (ARSO). : ' ; i:

52. The Secretariat's activities call for strengthened co-operation and collaboration with

practically all orgariizations^h-the UN system.; Nonetheless, the-most important of these are the

Food and Agriculture^Ofgariiz'atioiv of-the' United Nations (FAO); the World Food Programme

(WFP); the Uriited:NatiohsEriViforirnent Programme (UNEP); the United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP); the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS); the-United-

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); the World Health Organization (WHO); the United Nations

10



Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNtDO) and the International Labour Organizations (ILO).

C. CONCLUDING REMARKS

53. Patently, the activities performed by the Secretariat in the relevant fields are too numerous

and detailed to be incorporated in such a concise report. The activities highlighted in the report
cover only the most important areas which the Secretariat has been and is likely to be involved in

during the period under review. For any detailed information on the activities, enquiries may be

dispatch to: -

Professor P. K. Makinwa-Adebusoye, Director

Food Security and Sustainable Development Division (FSSDD

P.O. Box 3001

Fax: (251+1) 51 44 16 or 51 03 50

E-mail: MaJdnw_a-A.dsbus.Qye@uiii>rg-

Addis Ababa

Ethiopia
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Subprograme 2: Enhancing Food Security and Sustainable

Development

Programme Aspects of the Proposed Programme Budget for the

Biennium 2000-2001

Aspects of the Proposed Programme Budget for the Biennium 2000-2001

are presented in classification table in the format which the United Nations

usually organizes its work programme. This format shows the Objectives,

Expected Results, the Indicators for Results and the Outputs.

1. OBJECTIVES FOR THE BIENNIUM ;

The subprogram has three broad objectives namely:

>..To enhance locally based analytical capabilities for national pplicy-making in

,!;■'.'■ the inter-linked areas of agriculture, population and enviroHment towards
attaining food security and sustainable development; .;

^ To facilitate the adoption and implementation of appropriate measures to

promote socially acceptable economically viable and environmentally

sustainable development; and

>' to assist member states in building,an indigenous scientific and technological

capability to address Africa's development, particularly as it relates to the

.- nexus. . ,

These are the objectives approved by the General Assembly and are speciffe'd

in the classification table in the UN format. In order to accomplish these_

objectives, ECA believes that the'Food Security and Sustainable-Development'
Division (FSSDD) should cpncentrate on the following six issues:.

a) Improving the Capacities of Member states to Analyse and Manage

the Policies Needed to Address the Nexus Issues

..The goal is to ensure that there.is locally-based analytical capacity for

national policy-making and implementation in the interrelated areas of food
security, population growth, and the environment. This will involve keeping track;

of how governments are doing in addressing the three nexus factors arid the

way they relate. The aim is to gather leading government figures to review

lessons learned in the administration of the nexus issues and to'raise these

issues high on the national agenda. Workshops featuring the use'of strategic;,

planning and management tools to train trainers in analysis of the nexus issues:!
will be organized. The Division will also advise member states on strategies and

priorities to address these issues.



b) Strengthening Population Policies

There is now wide consensus on population policy issues and on the

linkages between population and development, thanks to the awareness

generated by the regional and global conferences of the past two decades. In

the Dakar/Ngor Declaration on population, family and sustainable development

(1992). African governments for the first time adopted quantitative demographic

targets to be reached by countries of the region between 2000-2010. These

targets were in terms of reducing annual population growth and mortality rates

(infant, child and maternal), and increasing life expectancy and contraceptive

prevalence rates. The primary role for implementing these measures and actions

rests with individual African governments.

FSSDD will support their efforts by helping African states to be mutually

accountable for actions under these plans, by stimulating early action on

population determinants, arid by ensuring that population issues are given high-

level political support through fostering political-lev#dialogues. FSSDD will also
include population as a key factor in its own microanalysis, and will propose
more complete, mutually supporting and effective approaches for donor

assistance in this area. In its population work, the Division will emphasize

analysis and policy implementation. It will look for best practices in terms of

how political and social commitment is generated, how programmes are

managed , and what constitutes successful interventions on population.

c) Increasing Water Supply for Food Production

This is one of the key challenges in increasing food and agricultural

production in Africa. To make water supplies for food production more reliable

requires better management of on-farm water and the development and spread

of feasible irrigation systems. There is also much scope for water sharing among

riparian states in Africa , though some are caught in disputes at present. The

Division will pay an important role in increasing water for food production by

helping the riparian states.to: establish mechanisms for settling disputes and

agreeing on rules and regulations for sustainable'and equitable management of

resources. It will assist ifi" strengthening arrangements for developing interstate

lake and river basins in Africa, the Division will work to foster inter-country
cooperation in water-sharing through policy dialogue and convening meetings of

interested countries. ' .



d) Support to Regional Integration Efforts in Food Security

The goal here is to help regional and subregional organizations to design

and implement measures to harmonize national food security programmes and
encourage intra-African trade in , agricultural products which enhance food
security. *To address these issues, the Division will reinforce-partnerships and

cooperation with the subregional intergovernmental organizations in Africa.

e)Advancement of Women

African women play a critical role in the nexus issues, of food security,

population and environmental sustainability. By helping member states to'design
measures to increase educational opportunities for .women and enhance their

property rights and by advising on ways to give women access to^credit services,

the.Division,will assist in strengthening their contribution to addressing, the

issues. . ■ . ■. ■ - '..;

f) Science and Technology for Development ?

Science and technology.is a cross-cutting issue in various areas of.the

nexus. Building an endogenous scientific and technological capability' has long

been recognized as vital for Africa's development and it is particularly germane in

coping with: the. nexus issues. This recognition has inspired many initiatives and

actions by. African countries, .and by several regional: and., iriternationial
organizations. . These programmes haye identified the main requirements for

S&T development and application. Principal among them are.the.deyelopment of

human resources, increased financial outlay, adoption of appropriate policies,

establishment of institutions, and strengthening of cooperation in the field

among African countries and between African countries and other .countries of

the the world. There is also need for Africa to develop regional standards that

respond to.their social needs, while striving to match international product

standards to enhance their global competitiveness..,,..,

2. OUTPUTS

ITie activities to be undertaken in order to achieve each of the three

broad objectives arejisted in the last column of .the classification .table. These

fallirito four categories: . . . • .. -• .

1.11 Servicing of Intergovernmental/Expert meetings which include substantive

servicing of meetings, parliamentary documentation and ad hoc expert

group meetings

1.12 Other Substantive Activities which include recurrent and non-recurrent

publications ...



1.13 International Cooperation and Inter-agency coordination and liaison

;1.14 Advocacy, Awareness Raising and Networking which includes training on

the use of the PEDA1 model by the Division's professional staff and ECA
member states.

1.15 Technical cooperation which includes advisory services to member states

and seminars, training workshops, demonstration of nexus tools

particularly the PEDA Model; and

1.16 Field Projects viz Human Reproductive Health and Food Production in

Rural Africa

3 EXPECTED RESULTS

For each of the outputs, the expected results are presented in the second

column of the table. It is expected that trie implementation of the outputs would

result in increased awareness of and political support to integrated policies on

population, agriculture and environment in development planning and policy

making, built national and local capacities to analyse.and manage nexus issues in

the context of sustainable development and increased political and societal

commitment to the implementation and monitoring of programmes and plans of

action of various regional and global conferences. Other expected results include

greater harmonization of national and subregionai food security programmes,

greater promotion of strategies for increased supply of water for food

production, special consideration given to gender dimensions in all aspects of the

work programme, increased awareness and commitment of member states to

apply S&T to ensure food security and sustainable development and shared
information on S&T and best practices and enhanced communication amongst

the S&T community.

4. INDICATORS

The indicators for results achieved from the implementation of the various

outputs are presented in column 3. These indicators are the parameters used to

measure the extent of success in the implementation of the activities. In the

organization of meetings, workshops and seminars for example, the indicators

include the number of countries and participants attending the meetings and

the background documents and the reports of the meetings prepared and

dessiminated. In the case of capacity building, they include the number of staff

and policy makers trained in the presentation and application of the PEDA Model,

the number of countries in which the model t is shown, the successful

establishment of FSSDD's website and the number of visitors to the website, etc.

PEDA Model (Population. Environment. Development. Agriculture Model)


